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Grain quality has taken a beating from hail, moisture and disease.  
Now some farmers report facing uneven wheat and durum grading at the elevator

Farmers say some low-quality 
grain grades inconsistent

By Lisa Guenther

Some farmers are still hurt-
ing from a poor growing 
season and harvest at ele-
vators this winter, as they 

struggle with inconsistent grading.
“The condition of this year’s 

durum crop leaves a lot to be 
desired,” Jim Wickett said. 

Wickett farms near Rosetown, 
Sask., and sits on the Western 
Standards  Committee,  which 
makes recommendations to the 
Canadian  Grain  Commission 
(CGC) regarding grain grad-
ing standards and specifications. 
Wicket said less than four per 
cent of durum was grading No. 1, 
according to information from the 
CGC and CWB’s Bruce Burnett. 

Wickett cautioned that there’s 
no way of knowing whether 
each grain sample sent to the 
CGC’s Harvest Sample program 
represent a 4,000-bushel pile 
or a 10,000-bushel pile, so the 
CGC has to extrapolate numbers. 
But Wickett said over the years 
“they’ve been pretty darn close 
doing that.”

Harvest was long and drawn-
out for one Saskatchewan farmer 
contacted for this story (he asked 
his name be withheld from the 
paper, and Grainews agreed to do 
so for this story). Hail, frost, excess 
spring moisture and root disease 
all took a toll in 2014. 

As harvest began, “lentils were 
yielding really well, but the durum 
was looking quite sad and we knew 
we were going to have some issues 
marketing at least some of it,” he 
wrote via email. He said he didn’t 
have many issues selling lentils — 
one buyer even took some lower-
quality lentils without a discount.

But durum was another matter. 
The farmer sent durum samples 
to three grain companies. He also 
sent samples to SGS, a third-party 
that grades grain for a fee.

“Results that came back from 
all of the grain companies were all 
over the map — fusarium and vomi 
numbers were incredibly inconsist-
ent, along with HVK (hard vitreous 
kernels) numbers differing by over 
50 per cent,” he wrote. One com-
pany would grade a bin a three, 
while another company would call 
the same bin a five, he wrote. 

“SGS provided HVK on all sam-
ples which were higher than any 
of the grain companies,” he added. 

The Saskatchewan farmer also 
sent 2013 durum, which he said 
was clearly a good two. Companies 
graded it a four or five, he wrote. 

Wickett has been participating in 
the CGC’s Harvest Sample program 
for about four years now. The pro-
gram provides a free, non-binding 

grade on samples provided by farm-
ers, along with data on the new 
crop for international customers. 

This year Wickett had a handle 
on what his better crops should 
grade, so he sent in samples for the 
crops with more fusarium.

He said grades assigned by CGC 
and elevators have been “fairly 
consistent” over the years.

“I mean, there’s been times 
where something might be a three 
and someone else is a two. I’ve 
never had real drastic swings. I 
have heard of those,” Wickett said. 

Fusarium is moving into durum-
growing areas, Wickett said. And 
farmers lack a little bit of knowl-
edge in the grading department, 
he added. 

“We might look at a sample and 

think: ‘Eh, it’s not that bad.’ And 
once it’s finally examined a little 
closer with a grading eye, you start 
picking out some of the things,” 
said Wickett.

Brian Otto, who farms near 
Warner, Alta., also sent grain to 
the Harvest Sample program. He 
said the elevator gave him the 
durum grade he was after, “but it 
took a little bit of a struggle to get 
it. And it’s all about grain samples 
to the Grain Commission.”

The local elevator graded Otto’s 
durum a three. Otto and the eleva-
tor sent a sample to the CGC for a 
binding grade, under the Subject 
to Inspector’s Grade and Dockage 
program. In the end, he got a two. 
Otto said many farmers are run-
ning into the same problem. 

“They’re grading really hard this 
year,” he said. At interview time, 
Otto and the elevator had sent 
a representative sample from his 
spring wheat to the CGC for a 
binding grade as well.

Otto doesn’t worry that seek-
ing a bind grade will jeopard-
ize his business relationship with 
his local elevator. The elevator 
guy he deals with understands, he 
said. And farming is a business, he 
added. “Once you start dropping 
grades in durum, your price drops 
substantially. So you have to be 
careful there.”

Another Saskatchewan farmer 
had a different experience with 
the Harvest Sample program. She 
drew samples from three different 
grain bins of Canadian Western 

The Canadian Grain Commission received over 10,000 samples for the 2014 Harvest Sample program, up from 7,300 in 2013.
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In the last issue of Grainews 
we ran a story about farm 
research levies. That was 
just the first in a series of 

articles about the organizations 
representing Prairie farmers.

In this column: the Western 
Grains Research Foundation. 
You’re funding that. Your money 
gets to the WGRF in two ways. 
We’ll start with your levies.

WGRF levy funding

I’m sure you remember all the 
details about this from the last 
issue, but here’s a quick review.

When you sell wheat in Western 
Canada, $0.48 per tonne is 
deducted from your grain ticket. 
This is the wheat and barley 
checkoff. Of that $0.48, $0.03 is 
spent on administration, $0.15 
goes to the Canadian International 
Grains Institute and $0.30 finds its 
way to the WGRF.

Barley is similar. When you sell 
barley, your checkoff is $0.56 per 
tonne. Of this, $0.50 goes to the 
WGRF. Another $0.03 per tonne 
goes to the Canadian Malting 
Barley Technical Centre, and 
$0.03 is used for administration. 
(Unless you’re selling your barley 
in Alberta. In that case, you only 
pay a $0.04/tonne wheat and 
barley checkoff. You’re funding 
research through your Alberta 
Barley Commission levy.)

In 2013, the WGRF took in 
$10.7M in total wheat levies and 
$1.2M in barley levies.

The wheat and barley checkoff 
has only been in place since the 
summer of 2012. Before that, the 
Canadian Wheat Board deducted 
money from your grain sales to 
fund the WGRF, Cigi, and the 
CMBTC.

Here’s a key fact: the wheat 
and barley checkoff is temporary. 
It’s only in place until July 2017. 
After that, it’s not clear how the 
WGRF will collect wheat and bar-
ley research funds. Some of the 
new wheat and barley commis-
sions may increase their levies 
and transfer money to the WGRF.

The wheat and barley checkoff 
is refundable. See wheatbarley-
checkoff.com to learn how to get 
your money back.

If you don’t get a refund, 
you can use Revenue Canada’s 
S c i e n t i f i c   R e s e a r c h   a n d 
Experimental Development tax 
credit. For 2013, the CRA has 
decided that you can claim 68 
per cent of your wheat checkoff 
and 71 per cent of your barley 
checkoff for the tax credit (based 
on the share of funding spent 
directly on research.)

The WGRF’s  
endowment fund

Separate from these levies, the 
WGRF has a little mad money 
socked away. More than $100M, 
actually. They call it an endow-
ment fund.

This fund has been building 
since 1981. That year, $9M was 
transferred from the Prairie Farm 
Assistance Act when some federal 

ag programming was discontin-
ued. This money belonged to all 
farmers, so it was socked away in  
a research fund that could ben-
efit all farmers.

I n   2 0 0 0 ,   t h e   C a n a d i a n 
Transportation Agency decided 
that railway overpayments should 
also go to the WGRF. At the end 
of each year, if CN or CP have 
charged more than they should 
have under their revenue caps, 
they pay that overcharge to the 
WGRF’s endowment fund.

Again, this is money that 
belongs to all farmers. Of course, 
you don’t see your contribution 
in your farm books. Your local 
elevator paid the railway to move 
your grain. Presumably, if the rail 
freight rate had been lower, your 
cheque would have been bigger. 
So, while railway overpayment 
money belongs to farmers, it’s 
impossible to calculate your indi-
vidual contribution. You can’t get 
a research tax credit; you can’t call 
the WGRF and ask for a refund.

Most years, railway overpay-
ments don’t amount to a lot of 
money. (Well, not if it was div-
vied up among all farmers.) For 
the 2013-14 crop year, CN will 
pay $5.2M to the WGRF. That is, 
CN collected $5.2M more than 
it should have under its reve-
nue cap during the 2013-14 crop 
year; every farmer who shipped 
grain on a CN line made an extra 
contribution to the WGRF. (CP 
was under its revenue cap in 
2013-14.)

In the 2012-13 crop year, CP 
charged $186,859 above its rev-
enue cap. This also went to the 
WGRF.

Most years this number sneaks 
by when nobody’s paying atten-
tion, but you probably remember 
the 2007-08 crop year, when the 
total railway overpayment was 
$66.6M.

Who’s running  
this place?

In my last column, I offered up a 
lecture, telling all of you that since 
you’re paying levies to so many 
farm organizations, you should 
get actively involved, maybe even 
become a board member.

Being a board member at 
the WGRF would be fascinat-
ing. You’d be the first to know 
about all kinds of new research, 
and you’d have a chance to set 
research priorities.

But, getting yourself on the 
WGRF’s board is a little more 
complicated than becoming a 
board member with most levy-
collecting groups. This is going to 
be a two- (or three-) step process.

First, you need to know that 
there are three classes of WGRF 
members. Class A members are 
farmer organizations. Only Class A 
members get seats on the board of 
directors. There are 18 farm group 
members, so there’s an 18-per-
son board. Class B is for govern-
ment members — there’s just one: 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. 
Class C is for industry members.

So, to get on the WGRF 
board, you’ll need to get your-
self appointed as the representa-
tive of one of the 18 member 
farm organizations. Typically, 
you’d have to get elected to the 
board of directors of one of these 
groups, then convince your fel-

low board members to appoint 
you as the WGRF representative.

In some cases, you’ll have to 
jump an extra hoop. For exam-
ple, a board member of the 
Saskatchewan Canola Growers 
would need to become that 
group’s representative to the 
Canad ian   Cano la   Grower s 
Association. Then, she could 
become the Canadian Canola 
Growers’ representative to the 
WGRF.

These are the 18 Class A WGRF 
members:

• � Saskatchewan Flax 
Development Corporation

• � Alberta Federation of 
Agriculture

• � Saskatchewan Wheat 
Development Commission

• � Prairie Oat Growers 
Association

• � Western Pulse Growers 
Association

• � Keystone Agricultural 
Producers

• � Canadian Canola Growers 
Association

• � Western Winter Cereals 
Association

• � Western Canadian Wheat 
Growers Association

• � Saskatchewan Barley 
Development Commission

•  Alberta Barley Commission
• � Canadian Seed Growers 

Association
•  Alberta Wheat Commission
• � B.C. Grain Producers 

Association
• � Western Barley Growers 

Association
• � Manitoba Wheat and Barley 

Growers Association
•  National Farmers Union
• � Agricultural Producers 

Association of Saskatchewan
I didn’t include the names of 

the representatives from each 
organization because this is 
prime AGM season, and some 
may be changing right now.

You likely noticed that not all 
of the associations represented 
on the WGRF’s board are research 
organizations. Policy groups like 
Manitoba’s KAP and the National 
Farmers Unions are also WGRF 
members.

WGRF research spending

Like a married couple with 
separate bank accounts, the 
WGRF keeps its levy spending 
apart from its endowment fund 
spending.

Wheat levies are spent on 
wheat research. Same with bar-
ley. But money in the endow-
ment fund, which came from all 
farmers, is spent on research into 
all types of crops.

In mid-November, the WGRF 
finalized its 2015 research 
budget. This must have been 
a long meeting — they’ll be 
spending $18M on research 
in 2015. (I notice that’s $1M 
per person at the table, but I’m 
sure that’s just a coincidence.) 
The post-meeting press release 
said they’re co-funding with 30 
different organizations on more 
than 125 research projects, worth 
over $22M (including other 
organizations’ contributions).

That kind of spending is sure 
to yield a lot of useful informa-
tion. You’re funding it. Be ready 
to use it.   †

Leeann

STAMPEDE	 BY JERRY PALEN

“His legs are too short.”

Leeann 
Minogue
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Wheat & Chaff
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Whether it was a late start, an unusually wet 
growing season or possibly even September 
snow, there was a lot of weather in 2014 
that most of us would rather forget. But let’s 

not do that too soon. Last year’s weather could have linger-
ing consequences that extend into 2015’s cropping plans.

For one thing, the weather resulted in poorer crop qual-
ity across much of the Prairies. So for those anticipating 
using farm-saved seed in 2015, seed testing should be 
considered essential because of the increased risk of seed-
borne infections. Armed with lab results, you can make an 
informed decision on whether farm-saved seed or certified 
seed fits your need. (In either case, a seed treatment should 
be a priority.) 

If you go the farm-saved route, be sure to test your seed 
for germination and vigour, which could have taken a hit 
along with reduced seed quality. Knowing your seeds’ ger-
mination results, you can calculate seeding rates that will 
improve the density of your stand.  

Of course, the risk of higher soil-borne diseases should 
also be a consideration after last year’s weather. Rotating 
crops is the best solution, but you might need to consider 
the use of fungicides too.   †
This agronomy tip is brought to you by Rob Klewchuk, technical lead, Western 
Canada for Syngenta Canada Inc.

It was a November day just like another 
other November day in rural Manitoba. 
The sun was shining, the sky was full 
of southern-bound Canadian geese, the 

air was crisp and there was work to be done. 
However, for one Manitoba man, this day was 
his last. A 36-year-old Hutterite man was killed 
when a bucket of a front-end loader detached, 
crushing and killing him. He had been work-
ing on a fence with another worker. 

An incident occurred on a rural Manitoba 
road last fall when a farmer driving a bale-
spear-equipped tractor suddenly lost the 
attachment, resulting in a near roll-over. The 
farmer was able to maintain control of the 
tractor; however the bale spear attachment 
punctured a tire causing thousands of dollars 
of damage. 

Unfortunately,  these  incidents  are  not 
uncommon.

Buckets and other attachments are essential 
on many farms. A quick coupling system is a 
great way to save time and energy, enabling 
operators to quickly change from one loader 
attachment to another, but they can become 
unintentionally released. 

Unintentional release of the attachment 
can sometimes be caused by the failure of the 
automatic locking pins after coupling or the 
failure of the operator to manually engage the 
locking pins. This exposes workers to possible 
injury if gravity isn’t enough to maintain the 
attachment position. Quick moves by the 
front-end-loader, driving at any speed, a bump 
in the road or even gradual movement could 
all cause the equipment to detach and fall, 
resulting in damage to equipment or injuries 
to a bystander. 

So, what can we do to prevent these attach-
ments from unintentional release? First and 
arguably the most important is know the 
equipment. Understanding the equipment’s 
capabilities and limitations before operating 
is essential to good safety. Other good safety 
practices are:

•  Make sure all quick coupling systems 
are free from debris and hazards like mud 
or manure. Remove and replace damaged or 
excessively worn parts.

•  Ensure that the attachment is compatible. 
Much like a square peg in a round hole: it may 

work for some time, but then suddenly swing 
open, releasing the bucket or other attachment. 

•  Make sure that locking pins are present 
and in good condition. Some older coupling 
systems don’t have the recommended safety 
locking pins. If appropriate, obtain and install 
retrofits recommended by the manufacturer, 
including locking pins and other devices. 

•  Make sure all locking mechanisms are 
engaged. 

•  Visually inspect the coupling system to 
verify that the attachment is secure, all locks 
are fully engaged and the centre of the attach-
ment matches up to the coupler. 

It’s important to verify that the attachment 
is connected properly every time the attach-
ment is changed. 

All machinery is different and needs to be 
individually assessed. The above is general 
guidance and not meant to replace a discus-
sion about specific pieces of equipment. Please 
refer to your manual or contact your manufac-
turer for more details regarding the safety of 
your machine. 

One of the easiest and most effective con-
trols that can be exercised around machinery 
is a policy for workers, children and bystand-
ers around machinery. Ensure that workers, 
children and bystanders are clear of the work. 

An old safety rule, but one that saves lives 
over and over again, is one of no riders. A 
bucket or other attachment is not designed 
to carry passengers, no matter how slow the 
machinery is travelling or how safe the opera-
tor and passenger feel it is. It isn’t safe. There 
have been many deaths attributed to runovers 
and crushes because of extra riders. 

Remember to discuss the safety procedures 
with any worker who will be operating the 
machine or working near the machine. 

Verifying the attachment is correctly cou-
pled, ensuring that machinery is free of haz-
ards, keeping bystanders, workers and children 
away from working machines might cost time 
and even some money; but will lead to a better, 
safer and more productive farming operation. 

For more information about how you can 
increase the safety on your operation, contact 
the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association 
at info@casa-acsa.ca.   †  

Canadian Agricultural Safety Association — www.casa-acsa.ca.

Mark and Heather Cunningham sent us this terrific photo 
of their new dog. They said, “He is a Komondor. His name is 
Spike and we were introducing him to our flock of 50 ewes 
in hopes of him wanting to protect them in the future. Our 
two boys, Chase (9) and Austin (10), are very excited about 
this new dog — he’s very friendly!”

Mark and Heather farm near Kelsey, Alberta.
Thanks for sharing the photo! We’ll send you a cheque for $25. 
Send your best shot to leeann.minogue@fbcpublishing.com. 

Please send only one or two photos at a time and include your 
name and address, the names of anyone in the photo, where 
the photo was taken and a bit about what was going on that 
day. A little write-up about your farm is welcome, too. Please 
ensure that images are of high resolution (1 MB is preferred), 
and if the image includes a person, we need to be able to see 
their face clearly.

   Leeann
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 Wheat & Chaff

You have ever gotten into a fist fight with an Easterner  
over how to pronounce the letters W-A-N.

You might be from the Prairies if...
By Carson Demmans and Jason Sylvestre

A twinkling North Star
Will probably bring rain.

WWhen stars twinkle and 
some fade entirely to 
black, it is an indication 
of unstable air between us 

and the star(s). The stars are the same as 
they have always been but the unstable 
air prevents us from seeing them clearly. 
The greater the instability, the twinklier 
the stars, the greater the likelihood for 
rain or snow. 

�When on a bed of black,  
the stars to flicker,
�Soon you’ll be looking  
for your rain slicker.   † 

Shirley Byers’ book “Never Sell Your Hen on a Rainy 
Day” explores over 100 weather rhymes and sayings. 
It is available from McNally Robinson at: www.
mcnallyrobinson.com.

When the 
North Star 
twinkles



Red Spring. She then sent samples 
from all three bins to the Harvest 
Sample program and three local 
grain companies. 

Grain companies and the CGC 
came up with very similar protein 
levels, she wrote. But fusarium 
counts varied between 0.8 per cent 
and two per cent for one sample.

“That’s a spread from No. 2 to 
feed,” she wrote. The CGC had the 
highest fusarium level in all three 
samples, she added.

Harvest sample  
program numbers up

The CGC received over 10,000 
samples for the Harvest Sample 
program this year, said Daryl 
Beswitherick, program manager 
of quality assurance standards and 
reinspection with the Canadian 
Grain Commission. “Last year we 
were about 7,300. And typically 
we’re about 9,300.”

Mildew and frost were two of 
the biggest grading factors this 
year, Beswitherick said. And both 
those factors are subjective, rather 
than objective, grading factors. 
For subjective factors, the CGC 
creates standard samples, which 
are sent to grain companies. 

“And so then it’s a comparison. 
You hold two samples side-by-
side and you compare them. Does 
one have more frost than the 
other? Does the degree of frost, 
the degree of mildew, is it harder 
in one than the other?”

Stephen Vandervalk farms near 
Fort Macleod, Alta. He wants to 
see grain grading modernized and 
visual inspections ended. “You 
cannot tell me that somebody 
who is looking at it visually is 
grading the same at eight o’clock 
in the morning as five in the 
afternoon,” he said.

“Not only that, you have these 
guys who go for a two-day course 
and they’re sitting there grad-
ing your grain. That has to go. 
We need to have machines (and 
laboratory tests) that do it,” 
Vandervalk said.

The major grain companies 
were asked about training and 
grading practices, but did not 
respond to interview requests.

Beswitherick said it typically 

takes four years for the CGC to 
train someone to grade grain 
bound for export. Some might do 
it in three years, he added.

Asked whether there was any 
talk of creating industry standards 
for graders’ training at primary 
elevators, Beswitherick said no. 
When the CGC was modernized, 
there was some discussion about 
it, he added. But the grain compa-
nies wanted to handle their own 
in-house training, he said. 

“It’s pretty expensive through 
t h e   G r a i n   C o m m i s s i o n , ” 
Beswitherick said. He added 
that elevator companies’ quality 
assurance staff do work with the 
Canadian Grain Commission. 

Vandervalk also wants to see 
the grain companies buy grain 
on the same specs they sell it so 
farmers can get full value for their 
grain. Grain companies don’t 
always sell based on the Canadian 
Grain Commission’s regulatory 
grades, he said. 

Beswitherick said grain com-
panies can sell based on regu-
latory grades — such as No. 1 
CWRS — or on the customer’s 
specifications.

“And they can blend. …There’s 
nothing illegal about blending 
grain, as long as you’re not blend-
ing feed grains into food grains,” 
said Beswitherick.

But there are rules around buy-
ing and selling grain. The Canada 
Grain Act specifically prohibits 
people from, for example, taking 
or claiming excess dockage.

However, enforcement in the 
primary elevators seems to rely on 
farmers’ complaints. 

“The Grain Commission is not 
going out and auditing proce-
dures done at primary elevators,” 
said Beswitherick. The Subject to 
Inspector’s Grade and Dockage 
program protects farmers, he 
added. 

Right now the CGC doesn’t have 
the ability to levy fines against 
grain companies, Beswitherick 
said. The Commission can pull 
a primary elevator’s licence if the 
company isn’t following regula-
tions, he said. 

Proposed amendments to the 
Act outline monetary penalties 
that could be levied against com-
panies for violations, he said. 
But which offenses would draw 
fines still need to be settled by 
the Commission’s management, 
he added. 

Part of the Canadian Grain 

Commission’s role is to main-
tain grain quality for interna-
tional customers. To that end, 
the Commission inspected all 
grain leaving a terminal elevator, 
Beswitherick said. While a vessel 
is loaded, the Commission takes 
a sample every 2,000 tonnes and 
analyzes to make sure it meets 
grades or specifications, he said. 

What happens when a ship-
ment doesn’t meet specifications 
depends on how the vessel is cer-
tified. If it’s certified on an incre-
mental basis, every 2,000 tonne 
increment must meet specification, 
Beswitherick explained. Shipments 
that don’t meet specification can 
be off-loaded or certified to reflect 
the grade of each increment. 

Since November 2012, grain 
companies have been able to cer-
tify shipments by composite. A 
composite sample is created by 
combining samples drawn from a 
shipment. 

“So they are allowed to be over 
on certain increments, but the 
composite at the end of vessel 
must meet specification,” said 
Beswitherick. Loading composite-
certified shipments is more effi-
cient than incrementally-certified 
shipments, he added.

Know what  
you’re delivering

SGS gave the unnamed durum 
grower some U.S. grades for his 
durum, and he ultimately turned 
to southern markets. He is truck-

ing 60 per cent of his durum to 
the Northgate port, southeast 
of Estevan, Sask., at a cost of 
$1.50 per bushel for trucking. 
Despite that cost, he said he’s 
still putting $3 per bushel in his 
pocket. 

“How is this possible? How 
can my durum be so undesirable 
here and so welcome 600 km 
away?” he wrote. He wondered 
if grain companies were reluc-
tant to purchase grain due to 
rail service. 

“To fill up the terminal with 
lower-margin grain doesn’t make 
sense especially when every 
farmer in the area is desperately 
trying to get in line to deliver. 
There is no need to compete for 
the grain here,” he added. 

Wickett said he tries to steer 
people towards the Harvest 
Sample program. “It’s an awful 
good and free service and sure 
gives you a pretty good snap-
shot, I think.”

Otto said he’s not trying to 
slam the elevators. But farmers 
who don’t get their grain graded 
in advance leave themselves 
open to whatever the elevators 
grade it. 

“But if you know what you’re 
shipping, then you have a leg 
to stand on to negotiate with 
them. You can’t negotiate if you 
don’t know what you’re deliver-
ing.”   †

Lisa Guenther is field editor for Grainews based 
at Livelong, Sask. Contact her at Lisa.Guenther@
fbcpublishing.com or on Twitter@LtoG.

Kernels infected with fusarium have a white or pinkish fibrous mould in 
the crease area. Fusarium damage is an objective grading factor, meaning 
specific tolerance levels are laid out in the Official Grain Grading Guide.
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Grain marketing

» CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Farmers struggle 
with grain grades

In December 2014, the federal govern-
ment introduced changes to the Canada 
Grain Act to Parliament. The amended 
legislation hasn’t been passed yet, but 

there are some practical implications for 
western Canadian farmers.

Right now farmers can only ask the Canadian 
Grain Commission (CGC) for a binding 
decision on grade or dockage when delivering 
to a licenced primary elevator. If passed, the 
amended legislation would also give farmers 
the right to a binding decision on grade and 
dockage at licensed process elevators, grain 
dealers and container-loading elevators. 

Currently, licenced grain companies have 
to put up security to pay farmers if they 

fail. But sometimes grain companies don’t 
have enough security. The proposed changes 
would replace this system with a producer 
compensation fund, stocked by licensed 
companies. 

Each company’s contribution would 
depend on its risk profile and the volume of 
grain it handles. The fund would be between 
$5 million and $10 million, chief operation 
officer Gordon Miles told reporters. Feed 
mills may also be included, but consultation 
is needed, Miles said.

Other proposed changes include:
•  Creating a new class of licence for con-

tainer-loading elevators.
•  Clarifying that the CGC acts in the inter-

ests of the entire grain industry, farmers and 
all Canadians as an unbiased regulator.

•  Boosting fines and developing a system of 
monetary penalties for violations of the Act.

•  Creating a process for stakeholders to get 
a review of certain CGC decisions.

•  Adding authority for the CGC to require 
people to sign a declaration about grain they 
are delivering to a licensee.

•  Allowing licensees to refuse deliveries of 
unregistered varieties.

•  Providing authority for the CGC to mon-
itor and test grain in eastern Canadian eleva-
tors — only to be implemented after consult-
ing with stakeholders.   †
Lisa Guenther

Proposed changes to the Canada Grain Act
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Crop production

Palmer amaranth is a looming concern 
This aggressive, herbicide resistance weed has been travelling north, and may be in our fields soon
By Julienne Isaacs

Prairie farmers may soon 
have a new problem  
Palmer amaranth, an 
aggressive, invasive weed 

species native to the desert regions 
of the southern United States 
and Mexico, is spreading into the 
Northern Plains. A few patches of 
the weed were spotted last year in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota; North 
Dakotans are on high alert.

According to Richard Zollinger, 
a weed scientist at North Dakota 
State University, the weed has 
been chosen as “weed-of-the-year” 
to increase awareness about its 
potentially devastating impact. 
A fact sheet produced by NDSU 
claims that Palmer amaranth has 
one of the fastest growth rates 
known — over two inches per day. 
It is extremely aggressive and can 
exploit even small canopy open-
ings. Female plants can grow to 
over 10 feet tall with a five to six 
inch stem girth and seed heads 
over one foot long.

Most species of Palmer ama-
ranth are resistant to herbicides, 
and weed populations spread 
extremely quickly, as each plant 
can produce at least 100,000 and 
up to one million seeds. 

In the U.S., according to 
Zollinger, HR (herbicide resistant) 
Palmer amaranth can cause 78 per 
cent yield loss in soybean and 91 
per cent yield loss in corn.

Neil Harker, a research scientist 
with Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada, says HR Palmer amaranth 
has become a major problem in 
the U.S. due to prolonged overuse 
of herbicides with the same mode 
of action. Another contributing 
factor, he says, is the country-wide 
distribution of animal feed con-
taining cotton contaminated with 
HR Palmer amaranth.

“It will not be long, perhaps two 
or three years, before Canadian 
growers have herbicide-resist-
ant Palmer amaranth, since it is 
already found in the neighbouring 
States of Ohio and Michigan,” says 
Harker. “South Dakota also has HR 
Palmer amaranth, so it may be in 
Manitoba soon after North Dakota 
gets it.”

Harker says crop scouting is cru-
cial to curtailing the weed’s spread 
early in the game. “Initially, the 
weed will likely be present in small 
numbers. At that time, growers 
should hand-weed it and burn 
the plants before seed set and 
seed shatter, and take any other 
efforts necessary to prevent it from 
spreading.” 

Many U.S. cotton growers 
are resorting to hand-removing 
Palmer amaranth escapes in-field.

Harker says non-herbicidal 
weed control methods should 
be employed whenever possible, 
including higher seeding rates, 
crop rotation, use of perennial 
forages and winter cereals, early-
cut silage, and chaff removal 
through baling.

“When herbicides are used, 
rotate modes of action and employ 
tank mixtures with at least two 
effective modes of actions on tar-
get weed species,” Harker advises. 

A Purdue extension fact sheet 
titled “Palmer Amaranth Biology, 
Identification and Management” 
recommends growers practice 
deep tillage, which will bury 

Palmer amaranth seed below its 
preferred emergence depth. “In a 
heavily infested field, this practice 
can reduce the Palmer amaranth 
population up to 50 per cent,” 
claim the authors, Travis Legleiter 
and Bill Johnson. 

“Deep till only once, because 
the buried seed will remain viable 
up to five years and will redeposit 
in the top layer of soil if you deep 
till again within that time,” it says. 
“Long-term no-till producers must 
weigh the weed control benefits 
of tillage against the economic 
and soil-structure benefits of their 
no-till system.” The fact sheet also 
recommends harvesting infested 
fields last.   †

Julienne Isaacs is a Winnipeg-based free-
lance writer and editor. Contact her at juli-
enne.isaacs@gmail.com.

Left:  Female Palmer amaranth plants can grow to over 10 feet tall. Right:  Note this Palmer amaranth 
seedling’s long leaf stems.

photos courtesy of north dakota state university. find information online at ag.ndsu.edu.



Special crops

Re-building buckwheat production
Buckwheat is difficult to grow and hard to market. But there is money to be made when things go well
By Patty Milligan

Buckwheat is a curi-
ous crop. It’s not new 
or exotic; it was planted 
in Western Canada as 

early as 1925. It’s familiar to most 
Canadians in its various forms — 
pancakes, soba noodles, or groats 
(also known as kasha) to name 
three. There is high demand for it 
on the Japanese market yet only 
a smattering of farmers across the 
Prairies plant it. 2014 saw about 
500 acres sown in Alberta, very 
few in Saskatchewan, and less 
than 5,000 in Manitoba. 

Historically, Manitoba has pro-
duced about 70 per cent of Canada’s 
buckwheat crop, while Ontario and 
Quebec grow the other 30 per cent 
between them. In the late 1970s, 
national buckwheat production 
peaked at about 150,000 acres. 
Average production in Manitoba 
hovered between 20,000 to 30,000 
acres over the next two decades or 
so, then dropped steeply in 2007. 
Several factors have contributed to 
buckwheat’s downfall: 

• � Viterra, a major contractor, 
terminated small or special 
grains contracts. 

• � China’s buckwheat supply, 
lower production costs, and 
geographical convenience 
have eroded Canada’s share  
of the Japanese market.

• � Farmers have turned to more 
lucrative crops such as canola 
and soybeans.

• � Farmers faced difficult growing 
and harvesting conditions — 
including floods. 

Despite its long history on the 
Prairies, buckwheat wavers on the 
edge of being a feasible minor crop 
in Western Canada. 

Buckwheat is tricky  
to market

According to Rejean Picard, 
farm production advisor specializ-
ing in buckwheat, with Manitoba 
Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Development, North American 
buckwheat is the highest quality 
in the world. Yet it can’t go head-
to-head with Chinese buckwheat, 
which, despite its bitter taste and 
the foreign material often found 
in it, sells for one-third less than 
North American buckwheat. 

Japan is the largest customer for 
Canadian buckwheat. In Japan, 
only new crop buckwheat is used 
to grind into flour to make popular 
soba noodles. If the buckwheat has 
been stored, the flavour and colour 
of the noodles are affected. Farmers 
can’t keep buckwheat over a year, 
nor can they mix new and old crop. 

Manitoba’s inland location makes 
accessing the Japanese market hard 
for growers. Distance is not the only 
issue; the service offered by the rail-
ways creates difficulties too. Lorne 
Kyle, president of Springfield Mills 
in Oakbank, Manitoba, which ships 
food-grade buckwheat to Japan, 
once had a carload of buckwheat 
that took 49 days to reach the coast. 

Cereal grains in buckwheat can 
lead to a loss in grade. They can be 
difficult to clean out because only 
one herbicide is registered for use on 
buckwheat. There is also a shortage 
of cleaning facilities that are able to 
handle buckwheat post-harvest and 
bring it to a level of cleanliness that 
the overseas market requires. 

Getting the weight on buck-
wheat is a challenge for growers, 
says Lorne Kyle. Food-grade buck-
wheat must reach a minimum 
of 46 pounds/bushel. Lighter 
buckwheat, say at 42 pounds/
bushel, won’t make food grade 
but it can go to the birdseed mar-
ket. Unfortunately, Kyle says, that 
market “comes and goes.” If bird-
seed is not an option, farmers have 
to sell their crop for cattle feed. 

Though buckwheat can be used 
for human food, livestock feed, 
green manure, and honey pro-
duction, the domestic demand is 
small. Marta Izydorczyk, research 
scientist, and program manager 
for barley and other grains with 
the Canadian Grain Commission, 
has spent 10 years researching the 
value of buckwheat as a food. “It 
is such a good crop. Everything is 
there. It has bioactive components 
such as rutin, proteins that are 
more nutritious than cereal grains, 
and it’s gluten-free which, at this 
time, is buckwheat’s best ‘hook.’” 
But food processors are not pick-
ing it up. Rejean Picard believes 
that “the taste remains an issue.” 

Buckwheat can  
be tricky to grow

Buckwheat can be a challeng-
ing crop. Pedigreed seed is avail-
able from just three growers: 
Springfield Mill, Fisher Seeds and 
Durand Seeds, all in Manitoba. 
Buckwheat is susceptible to frost 
which has an impact on both ends 
of the growing season. It requires 
cross-pollination. Even with self-
pollinating varieties farmers will 
experience much higher yields if 
they place hives on their fields. 

Buckwheat has a shallow tap 
root system and a hollow stem so 
it is susceptible to lodging. High-
nitrogen soils, winds and rain, 
and desiccation all damage the 
crop. Buckwheat doesn’t mature 
uniformly so shattering can be 
an issue during harvest. Because 
producers may choose to combine 
buckwheat at a higher moisture 
level in order to reduce shatter-
ing, drying is often necessary. 
Buckwheat can be stored at 16 
per cent moisture. Yields can be 

highly variable — anywhere from 
five to 40 bushels per acre.

The biggest hurdle that buck-
wheat producers must overcome 
is a lack of options when it comes 
to weed control. Just one herbi-
cide — Poast Ultra — is registered 
for use on buckwheat. It’s not 
recommended for Manitoba and it 
only controls grassy weeds. Lorne 
Kyle pinpoints two of the most 
troublesome broad-leaf weeds that 
growers cannot easily clean out 
of buckwheat: round-leaf mallow 
and wild radish. Since one seed-
pod can drop seven to eight seeds, 
keeping pedigreed seed weed-free 
is very difficult. Two products 
have been identified for use on 
buckwheat but, Rejean Picard says, 
they are not yet licensed. “We 
continue to look for potential new 
herbicides that may be effective 
for buckwheat.” 

Growing buckwheat  
is cheap

Both Kyle and Picard point out 
that buckwheat is not as expen-
sive to grow as cereals or canola. 
Buckwheat needs less nitrogen 
than most cereal grains and it 
is also able to retrieve phos-
phorus from the soil very effi-
ciently. Generally, less herbicide 
is applied. “With some moder-
ate fertility and weed manage-
ment, producers can make some 
money,” Picard says. Last year’s 
yield was unusually high at 40 
bushels/acre; growers in Manitoba 
usually average 17 to 18 bushels. 
Prices have been as high as $15 
to $16 per bushel, but right now 
they are in the $11 to $12 range. 
On average, growers plant about 
80 to 100 acres of buckwheat. “If 
yields are in the high 20s to low 
30s,” Picard says, “There’s some 
money to be made.”

Buckwheat crops can thrive 
under the growing conditions on 
the Canadian Prairies. It does well 
on marginal land and no special 
equipment is required. Because 
it is sensitive to frost, it’s usually 
planted in early June, so grow-
ers can easily fit into the sched-
ule alongside other crops that are 
planted earlier. There are no reg-

istered seed treatments for buck-
wheat, but because it is sown late 
and comes up quickly, that is gen-
erally not an issue. 

Picard describes buckwheat as 
“a very competitive crop.” If it has 
an edge, it’s a good smother crop. 
Picard encourages growers to do 
everything they can to give their 
crop that “edge” so that weeds are 
less of a problem. With a dearth 
of effective herbicides, growers 
may turn to other management 
techniques for weed control. For 
instance, experiments have shown 
that growing buckwheat in wider 
rows can be effective since farmers 
can cultivate between the rows. 
Farmers must choose their fields 
carefully before planting. Because 
of the late sowing date, they have 
time to deal with weeds pre-plant-
ing. Buckwheat has very few dis-
ease and insect issues. 

Typically, buckwheat doesn’t 
reach maturity until mid-Septem-
ber. Usually the time to swath is 
when the 80 per cent of the seeds 
formed have turned black or dark 
brown or if a heavy frost has burned 
through the canopy. “By the time 
it’s cut and harvested,” Picard says, 
“you’re well into October.” The 
good thing is, according to Kyle, 
is that if it’s not a heavy frost, the 
green seed will continue to mature 
and still make food grade. 

With some adjustments, pro-
ducers can easily fit it into their 
rotation. 

Buckwheat’s  
future uncertain

Buckwheat research programs 
have been reduced or eliminated. 
Currently Mancan Genetics is the 
only buckwheat breeding com-
pany in operation. Because it’s a 
small crop, Kyle feels the industry 
doesn’t have an impact on the gov-
ernment. Picard is hopeful none-
theless. “New farmers are inter-
ested. I get a couple of calls a week 
year-round.” Izydorczyk believes 
that buckwheat’s star can rise again 
as long as there is a coordinated 
effort between farmers, scientists, 
and processors. She thinks growth 
should be focused on expanding 
North American markets, increas-
ing the number of food processors 
and food products, tying into the 
gluten-free movement, and devel-
oping a western Canadian brand. 

Izydorczyk says, “There is no 
downside. By expanding the 
domestic buckwheat market, we 
diversify our diets and our farms.” 
“But,” she cautions, “We cannot 
wait for some kind of a miracle. 
We have to work.”   †
Patty Milligan is a freelance writer based at 
Bon Accord, Alta.
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Buckwheat crops can thrive under the growing conditions on the 
Canadian Prairies. It does well on marginal land and no special 
equipment is required.

Buckwheat requires cross-pollination. Even with self-pollinating varieties farmers will experience much higher yields if they place hives on their fields. 
Buckwheat is not as expensive to grow as wheat or canola.
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For a canola crop you can be proud of, order your seed pre-treated with JumpStart 
inoculant to discover increased root growth and leaf area, and higher yield potential*.

JumpStart. Quicker start, stronger finish. Over 20 million acres** can’t be wrong.

is available on canola 
varieties from

For a complete list  
of varieties visit 
useJumpStart.ca

JumpStart® 

JumpStart® 

Deadline fast  
approaching.

Tip of the issue

 Features

By Breeanna Kelln

Ranchers looking to save costs 
associated with traditional 
drylot feeding systems are 
making the switch to graz-

ing corn to keep beef herds healthy in 
winter months. There are many differ-
ent winter grazing systems available to 
producers, including grazing standing 
whole plant corn. And, studies show 
producers won’t be sacrificing herd 
health for cost savings.

Assessing costs by the numbers

The winter feeding period for beef cat-
tle in Western Canada is typically 200 

days per year, making it costly to supply 
feed nutrients to pregnant beef cows. 
The cost for winter grazing cows, includ-
ing yardage, may range from $0.70 to 
$1.40 per day, which is substantially 
lower than feeding stored forages — 
with no extra expenses related to corral 
cleaning, manure handling and facilities 
maintenance. 

Selecting grazing corn hybrids

Approximately 65 per cent of the energy 
source in corn can be found in the grain. 
That means it’s vital for producers to 
select a hybrid with good ear production 
for grazing corn. 

Producers should also be sure they’re 

selecting hybrid that are best suited to 
the corn heat unit ratings in their area. 
Ideally they’ll want the crop to freeze at 
the R5 stage, roughly the same time they 
would typically silage it. This will help to 
increase palatability.

Contributing to herd health

Older or younger cows may need time 
to adapt to a winter grazing system. 
Producers will need to know and manage 
the cow age by limiting winter grazing to 
their main cow herd.

Animals see no negative health 
impact, as they remain walking and 
physically active during the winter 
months, when they would traditionally 

be less active in a corral. Studies have 
shown that fall and winter grazing ani-
mals can result in improved cow body 
condition, postpone the onset of weight 
loss, and decrease costs. 

In addition, winter systems can have 
a positive effect on nutrient cycling 
and soil health of the grazed land. 
Once the ground is frozen, producers 
will see fewer losses from trampling 
feed into the mud, and soil compac-
tion remains a non-issue, as long as the 
herd is removed from the field before 
spring thaw. 

For more information about choosing 
grazing corn hybrids, growers should talk 
to their local seed dealer.   †
Breeanna Kelln is an area agronomist with DuPont Pioneer.

Grazing corn a good option
Many farmers have found grazing corn to be a good way to maintain cattle health and saving money
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Breaking the yield barrier
Pasteur
GENERAL PURPOSE WHEAT

Breaking the yield barrier
Pasteur
GENERAL PURPOSE WHEAT

✔ top-yielding General Purpose variety ✔ low DON accumulation
✔ very late, but huge yield potential ✔ exceptionally strong straw

Genes that fit your farm.®

800-665-7333
www.secan.comDeveloped by Wiersum Plant Breeding, The Netherlands.

Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan.
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By Patty Milligan 

Terry Andersen seeds about 
25 per cent of his 2,700 
acres at Anderseed Farms 
near Bon Accord, Alta., 

to grass primarily for reclamation. 
He first planted grass seed in 1992 
because he was told that he could 
make more money with it than 
with grain. While prices haven’t 
always been good, Kowalchuk con-
firms that they’ve been strong of 
late due to short supply. 

Norm Klemmer, with Ag-Vision 
Seeds, agrees; many of Ag-Vison’s 
growers have included grass seed 
in their rotations for over 30 years. 

Andersen didn’t get into grow-
ing grass seed the way most farm-
ers do. When he started, he was 
working full time as a production 
field person for a grass seed com-
pany and he didn’t want to be 

giving advice to producers about 
growing grass seed when he’d 
never actually grown any him-
self. Andersen also appreciates the 
agronomic benefits including a 
staggered workload over harvest 
and an expanded rotation. 

By planting grass, growers split up 
the fall workload since most grasses 
ripen while cereal grains are still 
green. Andersen is usually combin-
ing grass between the third week of 
July and the second week of August. 

Growing grass seed fits well into 
the rotation. It helps control dis-
eases such as clubroot because it 
usually occupies a field for four 
years — with one idle year to estab-
lish the crop and three years of 
production. If you establish good 
growth, keep out the weeds and 
invasives, it might even be longer 
than four years. Norm Klemmer 
points out, “Some will last eight 

or 10 years.” As the stands get 
older, Andersen observes, “the 
fields look uglier. They don’t head 
as good and you get more weedy 
contaminants, more root rot.” 

Grass seed production can 
improve soil, adding more organic 
matter. From year to year, the 
residue has to come off the field 
because it tends to inhibit the next 
year’s seed production. Andersen 
bales it and sells most of it as a 
low-value feed. After four years, 
he tills the field under; earlier if 
there are weed issues. Some farm-
ers burn it off. 

First big challenge:  
weed control

Starting out with grass seed was 
difficult for Andersen. He thought 
he had planted his first crop — 
Canada wild rye — into a weed-

free field, but soon couch grass 
and quack grass were a big prob-
lem. That first year, he walked the 
fields with a backpack, spot spray-
ing the weeds. 

Andersen has come to learn that 
weed control is the biggest chal-
lenge when it comes to growing 
grass seed. He urges farmers to 
know the crop history of their 
fields before they plant a peren-
nial grass. 

Foxtail barley is the biggest 
problem for Andersen, followed 
by quack grass. He doesn’t have a 
good solution. While it’s possible to 
spray out the broad leaf weeds, and 
there are options for some grasses 
and wild oats, there’s nothing to 
control foxtail barley and quack 
grass. Some invasives are taller 
so they can be wicked out, such 
as twitch grass and wild foxtail. 
Some, such as fescue, are Roundup 
resistant. For some farmers, Terry 
Kowalchuk points out, wild oats 
can be a challenge. Diseases aren’t 
as urgent an issue according to 
Andersen: “Certainly some grasses 
get mildew and all grasses get rust 
but it’s not usually at a level that’s 
economic to spray.” 

Second big challenge: 
moving grass seed 
around

Andersen’s first year combining 
turned out to be difficult. “Canada 
wild rye is a nasty seed with a 
really tough awn on it. I had a lot 
of trouble keeping it in the com-
bine. It wanted to go just right 
through.” 

Some of the bigger market grass 
seeds are dense and flow just like 
grain. Many of the seeds that 
Andersen grows, primarily bromes, 
are tiny and light and don’t move 
easily. “They just don’t behave,” 
says Andersen. For seeding, they 
have to be blended with ferti-
lizer. During harvest, they plug the 
combine. 

Moving them anywhere — from 
combine to truck or in and out of 
the bin — is an issue. Andersen 
plans much more carefully. “You 
can’t combine tough and think, 
‘I’ll just dump this into the bin 
and dry it.’ Grass seeds do aerate 
well but you’ve got to be well set 
up. You’ve got to plan ahead, get it 
into that flat-bottom bin with aer-
ation first thing because you don’t 
want to have to move it around.” 

For cleaning, Andersen used to 
take his seed to a facility about 
an hour away. When that person 

retired, and he could find no other 
facility nearby that cleaned the 
type and range of grasses that he 
grew, he set up his own cleaning 
facility. He chuckles, “These things 
get forced on you.”

Tips for beginning grass 
seed growers

1.  Start with just one thing. 
You want to go slowly and just do 
your learning. 

2.  Grow a forage grass first. 
The forages are more straightfor-
ward and reliable, less finicky. The 
acreage is much bigger and so is 
the market. 

3.  Pre-select fields carefully. An 
accurate vision of how the land 
was managed regarding perennial 
weeds is crucial. 

4.  Connect with a seed company. 
First of all, don’t grow grass seed on 
spec. Identify and secure their mar-
ket before planting. Second, seed-
buying companies that contract 
production have field agrologists, 
and Kowalchuk believes they can 
be a huge resource for growers, 
offering guidance about growing 
specific grasses. 

5.  Get good advice for combine 
settings. New growers risk losing 
a lot of seed or, conversely, keep-
ing everything thus making the 
seed harder to handle and causing 
huge inconvenience and cost if it 
needs to be shipped somewhere 
to be cleaned. Guidance from the 
contract company’s agricultural 
fieldman to set up the slow speed 
fan kit is crucial for a success-
ful harvest. Alberta Agriculture 
also provides detailed informa-
tion about combining grass seed 
here on its website. To find it, go 
to www.agric.gov.ab.ca and type 
“harvesting grass seed” in the 
search box. 

6.  Grow enough volume. 
Klemmer urges farmers to plant 
“enough seed to make a load out 
of it. We won’t deal with 200 
or 300 bushels.” Small volumes 
aren’t just a problem for the seed 
companies, they’re also bad for 
the grower. Like Andersen says, 
“You don’t want to be paying to 
send a part B-Train somewhere.” 

7.  Be patient. Perennial crops 
are slower to establish; they’re 
slower to get to market. Andersen 
warns, “You can’t grow grass seed if 
you need the cash on October 30th 
of the year you combine it. It’s a 
longer-term investment.”   †
Patty Milligan is a freelance writer based at 
Bon Accord, Alta.

Crop production

Getting into growing grass
Growing grass seed can fit well into a rotation. Here are seven tips for beginning grass growers

Country Chuckles
By jonny hawkins

“Have you seen the old goat? I need  
it found before and mischief happens”

Country Chuckles
By jonny hawkins

“You felt tightness, burning, then a pop?  
Looks like you pulled a calf.”
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Crop production

Grass seed industry has solid niche
Not everyone seeds forage, but moving into grass seed production may be beneficial for some
By Patty Milligan

At least 8,000 years have 
passed since humans 
first started harvesting 
grasses. In that time, 

cereal grains have become quite 
different from their grassy ances-
tors. They still have enough sim-
ilarities though, that farmers can 
incorporate grass seed into their 
cereal and oilseed operations 
fairly easily. For instance, there’s 
no need for specialized equip-
ment. They still have enough 
differences though to present 
growers with a few challenges, 
including weeds, seed size and 
flowability. 

While the grass seed industry 
on the prairies is small, it has 
carved out a fairly solid niche. 
Terry Kowalchuk, Saskatchewan 
Agriculture’s provincial for-
age crops specialist, estimates 
that 40,000 acres of grass were 
planted in Saskatchewan this 
year for seed, mostly for for-
age blends. There are about 
300 growers primarily based in 
the Nipawin area of northeast 
Saskatchewan.

According to Manitoba 
Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Initiatives, forage seed is pro-
duced on over 100,000 acres in 
Manitoba, “which is approxi-
mately 30 per cent of the 
Canadian total for forage seed 
acres.” Those numbers — which 
include legumes — also include 
50 per cent of the timothy seed 
and 90 per cent of the perennial 
ryegrass seed. 

Forage, turf and  
reclamation markets

While forage markets dominate 
the Canadian scene, grass seed 
can also be grown for turf, the 
largest market, and for reclama-
tion, the smallest. Though there 
is very little overlap between the 
grasses destined for each of those 
markets, the companies that deal 
with grass seed seem to juggle all 
of them. 

In Alberta, Terry Andersen, 
of Anderseed Farms near Bon 
Accord, Alta., estimates that less 
than 2,000 acres are probably 
taken up with native grasses for 
reclamation. Forage is signifi-
cantly more with possibly 10,000 
acres in brome. The turf market 
is huge; Andersen estimates that 
there is probably 20,000 acres in 
pedigreed fescue — and equal 
amount of common. 

According to Calvin Yoder, 
forage seed crops agrologist with 
Alberta Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Alberta generally 
has 40 per cent of Canada’s 
acres of forage seed production 
with about 70 per cent of those 
acres in grass seed. He says it is 
difficult to keep track of total 
acres because the majority of 
grass seed produced in Alberta is 
common. Creeping red fescue is 
the most widely produced grass 

— grown entirely in the Peace 
Region of Alberta and B.C. and 
mainly exported to the U.S. and 
Europe for turf seed. The second 
most widely grown grass seed is 
timothy followed by bromeg-
rass, and wheatgrass. 

Over ninety species 

Making general statements 
about grasses is next to impos-
sible. Norm Klemmer, with 
Ag-Vision Seeds, a forage and 
turf seed company that works 
with 270 or so growers in Carrot 
River, Saskatchewan, makes it 
clear, “When we say ‘grass,’ 
we’re referring to more than 
90 species that are all as differ-
ent from each other as wheat is 

from flax.” Kowalchuk agrees 
that giving overarching advice 
about grasses is difficult: “Some 
grasses can be quite techni-
cal with their own production 
manuals and specific growing 
requirements.”  

Over the course of two dec-
ades, Andersen has grown about 
25 different grasses on his farm, 
maintaining a balance of about 
80 per cent native grasses for rec-
lamation and 20 per cent forage 
grasses.  While he changes it up a 
bit each year, he maintains a core 
group of seven to eight kinds. 
He’s actually stayed with one of 
the first grasses he ever started 
with — tufted hair grass. 

Choices of grass species will 
depend on the availability of 

seed. Good quality seed for one 
of Ag-Vision’s most commonly 
grown grasses — crested wheat 
grass — has been hard to find. 
Klemmer emphasizes that farmers 
must start with seeds that meet 
the standards. 

Soil conditions may also 
determine a grower’s choices; 
some grass species can with-
stand salinity, alkalinity, and 
acidity, so a grower might want 
to choose a grass that will do 
well on land where other crops 
don’t.

Growers will find information 
on all aspects of growing spe-
cific grass species through their 
provincial department of agricul-
ture or through any of the grass 
seed companies. There are sev-

eral regional companies as well 
as Prairie-wide companies, which 
include Pickseed, Northstar Seed 
and BrettYoung.

Moving into grass seed pro-
duction may be beneficial for 
producers. It’s also crucial for 
the industry. Norm Klemmer 
points out, “Lots of our pro-
ducers have grey hair and 
some have no hair at all.” He 
estimates that 30 per cent of 
Ag-Vision’s growers have retired 
in the last six year. “We’d like 
some younger guys. But they’ve 
got to be dedicated.” Because, 
Klemmer says of grass seed pro-
duction, “It’s not for the fee-
ble.”   †
Patty Milligan is a freelance writer based 
at Bon Accord, Alta.

It’s not  
for the feeble
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Funding for forage research
The Canadian Forage and Grasslands Association has concerns about forage research cuts
By Julienne Isaacs

According to Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada, 
the Canadian alfalfa 
processing industry “has 

gradually matured over the past 
four decades to rank in the world’s 
top five largest exporters of alfalfa 
pellets and alfalfa cubes.” 

But Doug Wray, chair of the 
Canadian Forage and Grassland 
Association (CFGA), says forage 
research dollars have dropped dra-
matically over the last 20 years, 
leaving the forage and livestock 
industries the worse for wear.

One of the factors, Wray argues, 
is that industry gave little push-
back to cuts in forage research. 
“The connection between pro-

ducers and plant breeding, for 
instance, where it takes 12 to 15 
years to develop and release a 
new variety, was not there,” he 
says. The beef and dairy indus-
tries focused on the animal side 
of research so there was little 
advocacy for forages from those 
quarters. 

However, this trend has recently 
begun to turn around. Beef pro-
ducers with an interest in pasture 
management have joined forage 
associations across the country, 
Wray says. 

These groups were provin-
cially isolated, with no industry 
checkoff dollars, until five years 
ago, with the formation of the 
Canadian Forage and Grasslands 
Association, which exists to pro-

vide “a national voice for all 
Canadians who produce hay and 
forage products and for those 
whose production is dependent 
upon forage/grassland produc-
tion.” 

Wray says there is a direct link 
between forages and healthy soils. 
“The best soils around the world 
developed under grassland prairies 
and large herds of herbivores,” he 
says. “Astute producers are rec-
ognizing they can improve and 
enhance the health and produc-
tivity of their land through well 
managed forages both in graz-
ing regimes and in rotations with 
annual crops.”

Because land is a huge invest-
ment and a limited resource, the 
economic driver farmers are facing 

is the question of what land use 
will profit their business the most 
and be sustainable long-term, 
Wray explains. Compared to cash 
cropping, running livestock is 
more demanding day-to-day and 
the yield potential of canola, corn 
and wheat has skyrocketed over 
the last two decades, while that 
of perennial forages has stayed 
roughly the same. 

So for many farmers, it makes 
sense economically to shift for-
age acres to cash annual crop 
production.

However, Wray is positive about 
farmers’ investment in forages in 
Canada. “There are leading edge 
producers demonstrating man-
agement strategies that make for-
ages rewarding financially and 

sustainably by improving soil 
health and productivity,” he says. 
“They are charting the course for 
the future. Some soils are losing 
their productivity and forages will 
be the way back.”

Alfalfa research:  
a systems approach

Martin Entz, a research scientist 
at the University of Manitoba’s 
Plant Sciences Department, says 
that much of the alfalfa research 
underway in Canada is being 
done in systems, because the 
“nuts and bolts” of growing 
alfalfa are well-understood and 
well-documented in scientific lit-
erature and extension research 
publications.

It makes more sense to look at 
alfalfa in systems, because that is 
how the crop is being used. “For 
example, we’ve seen a real shift 
toward winter grazing in Canada 
and in the U.S. so we’re using 
alfalfa differently than we did 
before,” he says.

Entz’ research focuses on alfalfa 
in organic systems, for which it 
is a critical rotation crop. One 
of his key studies is the Glenlea 
long-term crop rotation study, 
which has reached its 23rd year. 
“We have two main crop rota-
tions there conducted under both 
organic and conventional produc-
tion — one contains alfalfa in 
rotation and one does not,” Entz 
explains. “Within that organic 
alfalfa-wheat-flax rotation we look 
at the effect of composted manure 
on alfalfa. That’s the big story for 
my research program — looking at 
how we use the alfalfa to control 
the weeds in the organic system.”

Entz’ is not the only forage 
research project underway in 
Canada.

According to Sidney Friesen, man-
ager of research for Saskatchewan 
Agriculture, the Saskatchewan gov-
ernment is committed to forage 
research. 

He says the Ministry of 
Agriculture’s Agricultural Devel-
opment Fund (ADF) provides 
crucial research dollars each year 
to agricultural research, includ-
ing forages. Overall, there are cur-
rently 33 on-going forage-related 
research  and  demonstration 
projects, to which ADF has con-
tributed more than $2 million.

“In January 2014, the Ministry 
of Agriculture announced $4.2 
million to 27 projects that invest 
in beef, poultry, swine and forage 
research,” he says. 

In addition, the Ministry 
recently installed a new research 
chair in forage breeding at the 
University of Saskatchewan. “In 
April of this year Dr. Bill Biligetu 
was hired to start working on the 
development of improved high-
yielding and high-quality forage 
crop cultivars which will reduce 
the cost of production for pro-
ducers, thus increasing economic 
returns,” Friesen says.

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
begun a new round of Agriculture 
Development Fund applications 
including forages, with success-
ful projects to be announced in 
2015.   †

Julienne Isaacs is a Winnipeg-based freelance 
writer and editor. Contact her at julienne.
isaacs@gmail.com. 
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By Michael Flood

Water, along with 
soil and sunlight, 
is one of the indis-
pensable ingredi-

ents on a farm. Every farmer 
across the Great Plains of North 
America lives in dread of drought 
and knows that high irrigation 
costs can cut into their bot-
tom line. Here on the Canadian 
Prairies we’re a bit more fortu-
nate than many Americans farm-
ers — our farms are often part of 
large provincially-administered 
Irrigation Districts which pro-
vide a plentiful supply of low 
cost, high quality water, much 
of it sustainably sourced from 
rivers and lakes rather than 
pumped out of rapidly diminish-
ing ground aquifers.

Still, the water is not free 
and is subject to possible inter-
ruptions. If you’d like a little 
extra peace of mind in future 
(and what farmer wouldn’t!) 
you’ll want to consider creating 
a ready supply of water on your 
property: a dugout.

A dugout is a large water con-
tainer excavated below ground 
level that traps rain and snow-
melt. Farmers in Canada have 
been using them for over a cen-
tury; over a quarter million are 
in place across the Prairies. They 
can range in size from hundreds 
of thousands to millions of gal-
lons of storage capacity and, con-
nected to a pump, can provide 
ready water to see you through 
years of drought.

Below are a few things to keep 
in mind when sizing a dugout 
for your property.

1. �What are your  
water needs?

A dugout supplies water to 
make up any shortfall on your 
farm. Calculating how much 
water you need a dugout to pro-
vide each year can be a compli-
cated business: you’ll need to 
total up all the water you get 
from sources like your Irrigation 
District, as well as streams, ponds, 
and wells. Then you subtract all 
the water you use in a year. This 
will vary based on a number of 
factors like the amount of pre-
cipitation your region typically 
receives, the evaporation rate, as 
well as the crops you are grow-
ing, any animals that need to be 
watered, and your own house-
hold needs. That will let you 
know how much shortfall you 
need a dugout to cover.

2. �How long does  
it need to last?

Dugouts of even modest size 
require a lot of excavation, 
so you want them to last a 
long time. Because a dugout is 
exposed to the environment it 
will gradually fill with plant life 
and silt, costing you as much 
as 10 per cent of your initial 
capacity each year. Eventually it 
will turn into a shallow pond. A 
good round number to aim for 
is 10 years of shortfall cover-
age. This will cover many years 
of drought. So if you needed a 

hundred thousand liters of water 
a year for 10 years that would be 
a million litres

3. How much space  
do you need?

It seems like this would be a 
simple enough calculation. Say 
you calculate that it would be 
useful to have a million liters of 
water storage capacity on your 
farm. A cubic metre of water 
is equal to thousand litres, so 
a million liter dugout would 
need a volume of a thousand 
cubic metres. You could store 
all that in a dugout 25 metres 
deep, eight metres long and five 
metres wide.

It’s not quite that simple. 
Recall above that the dugout will 
fill with plant life. This will in 
turn reduce the storage capacity, 
as will silt buildup. To counter 
this you’ll need to make your 
dugout 10 to 20 per cent larger to 
make sure it lasts as long as you 
expect it to.

Guides to dugout construction 
recommend digging deeper dug-
outs whenever possible and mak-
ing sure they have very steep 
sides. This slows the buildup 
of plant life in them as well as 
reduces the amount of ground 
area you need to sacrifice (after 
all, an area of your farm covered 
in water is part you can’t use 
for growing crops). Deep dugouts 

with smaller top surfaces also lose 
water every year to evaporation 
and make more water accessible 
during winter because less is lost 
to freezing, an important consid-
eration if you use your dugout to 
water animals.

4. How much can I spend?

Dugouts are major excavation 
projects, removing hundreds or 
thousands of cubic meters of soil. 
This can be expensive. Make sure 
to get multiple quotes to make 
sure you get the best rate. Deeper 
dugouts are more expensive, but 
can also last longer. The final 
question comes down to how 
much it would cost to make up 

the shortfall on your farm by 
other means, like purchasing 
more irrigation water, digging a 
well, or some other method ver-
sus building a dugout.

There are helpful guides to 
sizing dugouts on the Alberta 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development’s  website.  Visit 
agriculture.alberta.ca and search 
“quality farm dugouts” in the 
search box. The pages you’ll find 
there include a guide to all aspect 
of dugouts, from their history 
to tips for constructing them, as 
well a worksheet to calculate your 
water needs.   †

Michael Flood (www.michael-flood.com) is a 
business writer and columnist. You can reach 
him at michael@michael-flood.com.

Farm management

Dig the right size dugout
Here are four things to keep in mind when you’re planning your next dugout
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Quinoa: the new ancient superfood
With growing demand, Northern Quinoa plans to triple its contracted acreage for the 2015 growing season

By Andrea Hilderman

Quinoa has been culti-
vated for thousands of 
years. During that time 
it has been variously 

revered as sacred, relied on to 
feed a people and it has also been 
misunderstood and under-appre-
ciated. Quinoa can be grown in 
many geographies given the right 
conditions, but its origins are high 
up in the Andes Mountains of 
South America.

There is only one quinoa proc-
essor on the Prairies: Northern 
Quinoa Corporation. The com-
pany was created in 1994 by a 
farming family, the Dutchesons. 
“In the early ’90s, Dad began to 
experiment with quinoa on the 
farm,” explains Dutcheson, Joe’s 

eldest son and general manager at 
Northern Quinoa. “He’d learned 
about it at a diversification and 
special crops meeting. Quinoa 
caught his eye because it was frost 
tolerant and we’d had issues with 
frost damaged crops in east cen-
tral Saskatchewan. Because Dad 
also worked as a pharmacist in 
the winter, he was intrigued by 
the nutritional benefits of qui-
noa compared to conventional 
grains.” Back then, NASA had 
even researched quinoa for long-
term space mission provisions 
and found it to be the perfect 
astronaut staple because it is the 
only plant that contains all the 
essential amino acids.

Joe Dutcheson continued 
with his quinoa trials and 
found a variety that worked 

well on the Canadian Prairies. 
In 1994, Joe and a handful of 
other farmers and businessmen 
incorporated Northern Quinoa 
Corporation. But it wasn’t until 
2010 that quinoa caught the 
consumer’s fickle eye and took 
off in popularity. That occurred 
for a number of reasons, but 
was not at all hampered by the 
fact that quinoa was featured 
on the Oprah television show 
and others. 

Since then, demand has grown 
rapidly. The United Nations Food 
and Agricultural Organization 
( F A O )   n a m e d   2 0 1 3   t h e 
International Year of Quinoa in 
recognition of the ancestral prac-
tices of the Andean who have pre-
served quinoa in its natural state 
as food for present day and future 
generations. This promotion of 
quinoa is part of an ongoing FAO 
strategy to encourage the contin-
ued cultivation of traditional or 
forgotten crops as a way of con-
tributing to food security.

Which leads us to today. Global 
production of quinoa is estimated 
at 550,000 acres, the bulk of 
that in Bolivia and Peru. “Prairie 
production is the largest in the 
world outside South America,” 
says Dutcheson. “Our contracted 
acres hovered around 1,000 for a 
number of years. In 2013, we con-
tracted 1,500 acres, 5,000 in 2014 
and we are ramping up to 15,000 
in 2015, a pretty steep growth 
curve for us.” 

Quinoa 101

Quinoa (pronounced KEEN-
wah) is not a true cereal, rather 
it’s a species of goosefood 
(Chenopodium) related to spinach 
and beets. It produces masses of 
seeds that can be harvested very 
much like a grain and processed 
like grains, and it’s been exploited 
by humans for thousands of years 
as a result. “We can mill, flake and 
puff quinoa just as we would any 
other grain,” explains Dutchshen. 
“It can be cooked like rice and a 
big part of its sustained popular-
ity is its very versatility in North 
American or western kitchens.”

Most of the quinoa available in 
North America still comes from 
Bolivia. There, it is typically grown 
on salt flats, growing where when 
other plants won’t. It’s a large-
seeded, white variety that, accord-
ing to Northern Quinoa, tastes 
rather bland. 

Joe Dutcheson began select-
ing for traits like earlier maturity, 
increased seed set, heat tolerance 
and even plant height, resulting 
in the variety NQ94PT receiving 
Canadian registration in 2014 
after a decade of research.

Growing quinoa

New growers contracting with 
Northern Quinoa are advised to 
start with 50 to 100 acres in the 
first year. “Quinoa is more dif-
ficult to grow that a conventional 
cereal,” says Colin Dutcheson, 
field agronomist with Northern 
Quinoa. “While it has been grown 
traditionally on poorer land up in 
the Andes or in Bolivia, we advise 
our growers to put it on their best 
land.” The key to getting a good 
crop of quinoa is to seed it into a 
clean, firm seedbed. “Quinoa is a 

Quinoa (pronounced KEEN-wah) is high in protein, has no gluten and 
performs well on dry soils.
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forage production

poor competitor against weeds,” 
he explains. “Additionally, there 
are no chemicals registered for 
use in quinoa. Quinoa is a special 
crop and requires special atten-
tion.” 

The crop should be seeded early, 
and it will likely be the last crop 
harvested. “You may read it takes 
about 110 days for quinoa to 
mature,” says Colin Dutchshen. 
“Our experience is that will often 
stretch to 120-130 days and we 
advise growers to take this into 
consideration. However, it is frost 
tolerant and frost can actually be 
beneficial in bringing the plants 
to full maturity.” Other tips to 
successfully grow quinoa include:

•  Never seed quinoa after can-
ola. Volunteer are a problem and 
the seeds are difficult to mechani-
cally separate.

•  Preferably, seed quinoa into 
summerfallow or after oats, peas 
or beans (oats are also gluten-free, 
like quinoa). Northern Quinoa 
prefers not to have quinoa seeded 
after wheat to ensure their prod-
uct is gluten-free.

•  Quinoa responds well to good 
fertility.

•  Plan to seed soybean or 
another legume after quinoa.

•  Yield can range from 300 
to 2,000 pounds per acre, how-
ever, expect average yields in the 
neighbourhood of 1,000 pounds 
per acre.

•  No special seeding or harvest-
ing equipment is required.

•  Quinoa will not tolerate heat 
blast stress at flowering, so most 
acres are near or north of Highway 
16 for that reason. 

“We work with growers over 
the winter as we contract our 
acres,” says Colin Dutcheson. “As 
well, we visit every grower twice 
in the growing season, usually 
after seeding and before harvest, 
and we are always available to 
answer questions and share our 
experiences with the crop.” 

New growers who are interested 
in trying quinoa can find applica-
tions on Northern Quinoa’s web-
site www.quinoa.com. In March, 
selected growers will be offered 
contracts. Growers interested in 
learning more about quinoa can 
visit Northern Quinoa’s website 
for information about its field 
days in both Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba.   †

 Andrea Hilderman has her master’s degree 
in weed science and is a member of the 
Manitoba Institute of Agrologists. She writes 
from Winnipeg, Man.
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FORAGE RESEARCH
Researchers seeded plots of several forage varieties at the Indian Head Agricultural Research Foundation farm in the summer of 2014.
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Bayer Crop Science and Ag Growth International 
(AGI) teamed up to build the STORM seed treat-
er that first hit the commercial market last year.

Chris Larsen, AGI’s seed systems sales rep 
for Western Canada, says first-year buyers were satis-
fied. “People loved the simple operation and accuracy.” 
Basically, Larsen said, “It turned a less desirable job on 
the farm into an easy job.” 

Last year, AGI sold out its limited production run of 
about 150 units. This year, they’re manufacturing 175. 
These will sell for a retail price of $37,450, from Co-ops, 
Flaman, UFA and a few independent retailers.

Larsen says the real benefit to the STOM storm is that 
it’s self-contained, an safe for farmers to use. “You’re 
never exposed to the products.”

While more of Larsen’s customers have purchased 
these units for their own use, “It’s very mobile, portable, 
and easy to tow down the road. For the right guy, it’s an 
ideal machine to do some custom treating.” 

There are videos of the STORM treater in action at 
www.aggrowth.com.   †

Leeann Minogue is the editor of Grainews.

By Leeann Minogue

Nick Petruic is a seed 
growth specialist for 
Bayer, based at Avonlea, 
Sask. He likes to remind 

his customers that it doesn’t mat-
ter how much nitrogen you’ve put 
on or how weed-free your field is 
if your seed doesn’t get out of the 
ground. Petruic has five tips for get-
ting your seed off to the right start.

1.  Treat your seed

For consistent results, Petruic 
advises, “treat your seed every year.”

With today’s lower grain prices, 
farmers are going to be thinking 
twice about each non-essential 
expense. Petruic thinks seed 
treatment is still a worthwhile 
investment. “They have been 
consistently providing positive 
return back to the farmer.”

Researchers warn against using 
the same herbicide year after year, 
for fear of giving weeds a chance 
to build up herbicide resistance. 
Petruic says this doesn’t neces-
sarily apply when it comes seed 
treatments. “Resistance is not 
going to build up because [the 
product] dissipates throughout its 
life cycle.” 

The treatment only stays in the 
ground for a short time. “They’re 
not going to be there in July,” 
Petruic says. 

2. �O nly use clean,  
tested seed

Petruic advises getting your seed 
tested at an accredited lab, for both 
germination and vigour. 

If you have some disease in your 
seed, check your provincial regula-
tions to find out the acceptable 
levels before you use it. “It’s going 
to vary from province to province,” 
Petruic says.

3. U se the right treatment

Before you treat your seed, make 
sure you know what diseases you’re 
treating for. “Not all products are 
created equal, and they’re not all 
going to solve the same disease 
issues,” Petruic says.

4. C heck your calibration

Petruic advises farmers to make 
sure the seed treatment system 
they’re using is properly calibrated.

One of the key things to know 
is your seed flow rate. “How many 
bushels per minute that your auger 
is going to move?” Petruic asks. Once 
you know your seed flow rate, match 
it with your product application rate. 
“Then you can adjust your applica-
tion method to get proper coverage.” 

“If you’re going to put the time 
and effort into doing it, spend a little 
time and money at the beginning.”

In Saskatchewan, Petruic says, most 

farmers treat their own seed on-farm. 
Alberta has a higher commercial treat 
rate. With the recent increase in soy-
bean acres in Manitoba, more com-
mercial seed treaters are springing up. 
While they are mainly going into busi-
ness to treat soybean seed, “they’re 
going to branch out,” Petruic expects. 

5. �G et good  
tumbling coverage

Finally, Petruic says, “get a good sec-
ondary mix.” That is, good tumbling 
coverage of the seed. To get this, “slow 
down that auger as much as you can.” 

It’s important to make sure that 
each seed is completely coated 
with the treatment since, as Petruic 
says, “Any miss is a pathway for a 
pathogen.” 

When in doubt call a rep

This advice is all general, not spe-
cific. That’s because, as Petruic says, 
“every farmer is going to have an 
operation that’s a little bit different 
from his neighbours.” There really 
is no one-size fits all approach. 

If you’re in doubt, make sure 
you get the most from your invest-
ment in seed treatment by getting 
more information from your local 
rep or agrologist. “That’s our job. 
We’re here to help farmers make this 
work,” says Petruic.   † 

Leeann Minogue is the editor of Grainews.
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Get that seed out of the ground
Seed growth specialist Nick Petruic has 5 tips for getting your seed off to the right start 
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STORM seed treater

STORM seed treaters will retail for 
$37,450 for the 2015 seeding season.
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By Michael Flood

Soybeans are one of Canada’s 
major pulse crops. As new 
shorter-season varieties are 
developed, the soybean-

growing area is increasing. 
All the more reason to be vigi-

lant for new and emerging threats 
like Sudden Death Syndrome.

Sudden Death Syndrome (or 
SDS) in soybeans is a relatively 
new fungal disease, first discov-
ered in Arkansas in 1971. In the 
past four decades it has spread 
throughout the American Midwest 
and up into southwestern Ontario. 
Already it is one of the leading 
causes of soybean loss in the 
United States. It can also occur 
in conjunction with the soybean 
cyst nematode, a tiny parasite that 
also lives in soil. When both occur 
together the effect can be devas-
tating, in some cases leading to 
near total crop loss. SDS has not 
been reported in the Canadian 
Prairies though warmer winters 
and migration via intermediate 
host plants may enable it to take 
root and become a problem here. 

The symptoms of SDS

The disease is caused by Fusarium 
verguliforme, a persistent fungus. Its 
early symptoms are not detectable 
until the plant has begun growing 
above the soil. The first signs are 
mottled and mosaiced leaves, fol-
lowed by the yellowing of the leaf 
veins and the death of the whole 
leaf. In cases where the fungus is 
growing strongly the leaflet will 
drop off completely, leaving only 
the leaf stalk attached. 

These symptoms, while distinc-
tive, can readily be mistaken for 
brown stem rot or chemical burn, 
two common afflictions of soy-
beans. In order to tell whether you 
have SDS, you’ll need to examine 
the lower stem and tap roots. 
In SDS infected plants, the lower 
stem will exhibit a tan to light 
brown discoloration (compared to 
a healthy plant) while the pith will 
remain white or cream colored. In 
brown stem rot the pith will be 
darkened. In chemical burn and 
brown stem rot the leaflets tend to 
remain attached.

One very distinctive symptom 
of SDS, though one that is hard to 
catch, is located on the taproot’s 
surface near the soil line. If you dig 
up a plant affected by the fungus 
when the soil is moist there may 
be small, light blue patches on the 
taproot — these are the fungal col-
onies of the Fusarium verguliforme. 

The fungus is difficult to diag-
nose definitively, as it is hard to 
culture in a laboratory from dis-
eases plant samples as colonies 
grow only on the roots and stem 
to a few inches above the soil. 
These colonies are the key reason 
SDS can spread so far as they are 
moved about in a field by irriga-
tion and rain.

SDS is a major problem in the 
fields where it is present. The worst 
part is that there are only lim-
ited management options: though 
there are varieties of soybeans less 
sensitive to SDS, the resistance is 
only partial. Fungicides applied as 
seed treatments have only limited 
effects, and those applied to grow-
ing plants have no effect on the 

disease because the fungal infec-
tion is restricted to the roots. The 
spores of the fungus survive on 
crop residue and in the soil. Worst 
of all, it can survive wide soil 
temperature fluctuations (includ-
ing subzero temperatures) as well 
as through droughts.

The good news

Now that all sounds pretty bad, 
and it is. However that doesn’t 
mean nothing can done about 
an infection in your field once it 
gets started. If you have SDS you’ll 
want to plant later in the season, 
as fusarium is most active in the 
cool, wet soil of the early planting 
season. Tilling to improve water 
permeability may also restrict the 

fungi’s growth, as it thrives in 
wet, saturated, poorly drained 
soil. Crop rotation can be help-
ful: , rotate through corn and 
wheat before returning to soy-
beans. Removing infected residue 
and leftover plant parts after har-
vesting will reduce the infections 
ability to overwinter and reducing 
incidences in the future.

Though not yet present in 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, or 
Alberta it is important to stay 
vigilant for this disease. If you 
suspect SDS is present in your 
fields, report it immediately to 
your local Ministry of Agriculture 
office.   †

Michael Flood (www.michael-flood.com) is a 
business writer and columnist. You can reach 
him at michael@michael-flood.com.
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* Canola yield data summarized from Proving Ground TM trials across Western Canada from 2013. Yield data averaged from DuPont Pioneer 

Proving Ground TM competitor canola trials as of June 18, 2014. Product responses are variable and subject to any number of environmental, 

disease and pest pressures. Individual results may vary. Multi-year and multi-location data is a better predictor of future performance. 

Refer to www.pioneer.com/yield or contact a Pioneer Hi-Bred sales representative for the latest and complete listing of results, traits 

and scores for each Pioneer® brand product. Roundup Ready® is a registered trademark used under license from Monsanto Company. 

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.

The DuPont Oval Logo is a registered trademark of DuPont.
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Crop disease

Soybean sudden death
Sudden death syndrome has not yet been found in  
the Canadian Prairies, but vigilance can’t hurt

 Features

Top:  The first signs of soybean sudden death syndrome are mottled and 
mosaiced leaves, followed by the yellowing of the leaf veins and the death 
of the whole leaf. Bottom:  When plants are infected with sudden death 
syndrome the lower stem will exhibit a tan to light brown discolouration.

photos: courtesy of pioneer hi-bred



16  /  grainews.ca   JANUARY 20, 2015

 Features

By Ryan Turnbull 

An experienced hand 
at producing canola, 
wheat and barley on 
the sandy loam soils 

of his 4,200-acre farm east of 
Dauphin, Man., Brent was brand 
new at growing soybeans. Just 
after Labour Day, Brent gave me 
call to talk about a concern he 
had with his soybean crop as he 
prepared for harvest. 

“I think the plants in some 
parts of the field might be ripen-
ing faster than others,” he said. 
“I don’t know if this is normal 
or not, so I’d appreciate it if you 
could come out and have a look.”

After arriving at the farm, I was 
shown the plants in Brent’s soybean 
field that appeared to be ripening 
much more quickly than others. 
Their leaves were turning yellow 
and brown, and in some extreme 
cases, looked crispy and even burnt. 

I scanned the field for a pat-
tern for the affected plants, and it 
appeared the yellowing was great-
est at the approach and headland 
areas. The field was generally fairly 
level, but wherever there were 
small ridges or hilltops, some yel-
lowing was occurring there as well.

I checked for insects but could 
not detect any aphids or spi-
der mites that might be caus-
ing problems. Brent told me he 
hadn’t applied any fertilizer to 
the crop, since soybeans can fix 
their own nitrogen and previous 
soil tests confirmed adequate lev-
els of other nutrients. 

I had seen this kind of issue with 
soybeans before, and had a pretty 

good idea was going on in Brent’s 
field. I took plant tissue and soil 
samples in both the affected and 
unaffected areas, and subsequent 
testing confirmed my suspicions.

Do you think you know what’s 
responsible for Brent’s yellowing 
soybeans? If you do, send your 

diagnosis to Grainews, Box 9800, 
Winnipeg, Man., R3C 3K7; email 
leann.minogue@fbcpublishing.
com or fax 204-944-5416 c/o Crop 
Advisor’s Casebook. The best sug-
gestions will be pooled and one 
winner will be drawn for a chance 
to win a Grainews cap and a one-

year subscription to the magazine. 
The answer, along with reason-
ing that solved the mystery, will 
appear in the next Crop Advisor’s 
Solution File.   †

Ryan  Turnbull  is  an  Area  Marketing 
Representative with Richardson Pioneer Ltd. in 
Dauphin, Man.

Some soybean plants appeared to be ripening much more quickly than others. Their leaves were turning 
yellow and brown, and in some extreme cases, looked crispy and even burnt.

Ryan Turnbull is a sales agronomist 
with Richardson Pioneer Ltd. at 
Dauphin, Man.

By Olivia Denomie

Peter called me in early August to 
alert me to a serious problem in 
his canaryseed field. The mixed 
grains farmer at Claire, Sask., 

was alarmed to see the tops of the plant 
heads throughout his canaryseed field 
were all turning white, and he was wor-
ried the crop was going to be a “total 
disaster.” 

He asked me to come out to his farm 
to have a look, and as I walked through 
the canaryseed field I could clearly see 
that the top one-third of the plant heads 
were going white. The heads were also 
not filling properly.

Peter informed me that he’d first spot-

ted the discoloured heads only a few 
days previously. I observed that the 
symptoms were now evenly distributed 
among plants throughout the crop, rul-
ing out insect damage. 

I was told growing conditions had 
been close to ideal that spring and sum-
mer, ruling out weather as a possible cul-
prit, and a discussion of Peter’s herbicide 
program revealed no clues either.

However, the fact that the bleached 
canaryseed heads were evenly spread 
throughout the crop led me to suspect 
that a nutrient deficiency was to blame. 
I ordered plant tissue tests that revealed 
the canaryseed was low in potassium 
but more importantly, was also low in 
chloride. 

Due to ongoing research, chloride is 
known to be directly associated with 
filling in canaryseed. If the crop is under 
stress or experiencing high yield pres-
sure, more chloride is required for the 
plants to fill sufficiently. The canaryseed 
crop at Peter’s farm, like most others in 
the region, was undergoing unusually 
high yield pressure that season.

In addition to a chloride deficiency, the 
extreme bleaching in Peter’s canaryseed 
was likely caused in part by blasting. 
Even though growing conditions had 
been close to ideal and there was little 
evidence of this problem in other crops, 
canaryseed is a shallow-rooted crop and 
more prone to floret blasting than other 
crops grown in the area. 

At this point in the season, Peter’s 
canaryseed crop was close to harvest and 
there was little to be done to correct the 
problem. There are no foliar options for 
chloride since this kind of application 
can cause leaf damage.    

Going forward, the best and most 
practical way for Peter to avoid a chlo-
ride deficiency in his canaryseed would 
be to add more potash — which is about 
47 per cent chloride — to his fertility 
program. Soil tests can help canaryseed 
producers like Peter determine their 
chloride requirements each cropping 
year, and develop their fertility programs 
accordingly.   †

Olivia Denomie is an area marketing representative 
with Richardson Pioneer Ltd. at Wadena, Sask.

Crop advisor’s solution

Yellowing soybeans a mystery

The Casebook winner 
for this issue is Eric 
Neilson,  environ-
mental and exten-

sion co-ordinator for the 
Battle River Research Group, 
a non-profit research group 
based in east central Alberta. 
Congratulations Eric, we’ll 
renew your Grainews sub-
scription for a year and send 
you a Grainews cap. Thanks 
for entering.   †

Leeann Minogue

Casebook winner

Chloride deficiency bleaches canaryseed heads

Crop Advisor’s casebook

Tundra Tundra



Crop protection

Viable substitutes for neonicotinoids
Some groups are calling for bans on neonic pesticides. Get the scoop on alternatives for your farm
By Michael Flood

In September Ontario Premier 
Kathleen   Wynne  man-
dated Ontario’s Minister of 
Agriculture Jeff Leal to start 

working to reduce the use of neon-
icotinoid (also known as neonic) 
pesticides in the province after 
2016. The reduction may include 
bans or severe restrictions on 
approved uses. Several countries 
across the European Union have 
suspended use of several common 
formulations of the pesticide on 
maior crops

The bans in Europe have already 
had effect: German rapeseed farm-
ers reported higher than normal 
losses due to insect damage last 
year, their crops having previ-
ously been protected by neonics. 
Whether restrictions will bring 
back the bees remains to be seen.

In Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 
Manitoba, neonics have not yet 
been suspended or restricted. 
Research into the effect of the 
pesticide on bee populations is 
not complete, though a growing 
number of voices in the environ-
mental movement and the bee-
keeping industry have been calling 
for outright bans on many com-
monly used neonics as a precau-
tion. While a ban in these three 
provinces is by no means immi-
nent, additional scientific findings 
could push agriculture ministries 
to issue restrictions within the 
next three to five years.

A ban or even restriction on 
neonics would be very hard on 
grain farmers, particularly those 
who struggle with the prairie grain 
wireworm. Grainews decided to 
investigate whether there were 
any alternatives. For help, we 
asked Scott Hartley, a specialist 
in invertebrate pest management 
at the Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture.

Hartley confirmed that there 
are, strictly speaking, no chemi-
cal alternatives to neonicotinoid 
seed treatments, at least in terms of 
effectiveness. Organochlorines like 
DDT are no longer available due 
to their persistence in the environ-
ment and affect on animal life. 
Organophosphates are still available 
but can be toxic to human beings — 
there are many reasons why neoni-
cotinoids were favoured over those 
earlier pesticides. Their ability to 
control infestations of larvae under 
the soil, preventing them from 
damaging nitrogen-fixing parts of 
growing plants or young leaves, has 
made them very valuable.

One thing Hartley pointed out 
is that the restrictions in Europe 
are primarily of foliar sprays rather 
than of seed treatments. Foliar 
spraying is much more likely to 
affect pollinators like bees, particu-
larly when sprayed on crops that 
produce flowers attractive to the 
pollinators, or when the spray is 
blown by the wind off of the farm. 
Seed treatments are more likely to 
stay put and harm only the insects 
against which they are targeted, 
which is reason to hope that they 
will not be restricted.

If you’re using neonicotinoids 
and are worried about restric-
tions, one thing you can do to be 
prepared is to study all the mate-
rial available about the specific 
pests you are facing in your area. 
The variety of insect lifecycles 
and vulnerabilities means that it 

is not possible to issue blanket 
recommendations; you need to 
know the threats to your crop, 
and keep an eye on developing 
threats. 

To take the prairie grain wire-
worm, for example, which is the 
most destructive wireworm pest 
on grain in Western Canada, the 
Alberta Ministry of Agriculture 
recommends a number of non-
pesticide based control methods 
like crop rotation and shallow 
cultivation in addition to pes-
ticides. Crop rotation is not as 
effective against flea beetles, how-
ever. The beetles overwinter in 
many different plants both on 
and off fields and are capable of 
long-range migration making it 
difficult to attack them with any-
thing other than chemical means. 
One avenue you can research is 

whether you could be seeding 
varieties that are resistant to your 
current insect problem.

Finally, you are not power-
less against a ban or restriction. 
You can make your voice heard 
through the Grain Growers of 
Canada and other industry asso-
ciations, making sure that the 
government officials know that 
you use neonicotinoids responsi-
bly and only because there are no 
other effective options. 

Neonics are not in imminent 
danger of restriction, but their 
use could one day be limited. 
Regrettably there is no ready alter-
native at hand, but vigilance and 
knowledge about pest control can 
make a lot of difference.   †

Michael Flood (www.michael-flood.com) is a 
business writer and columnist. You can reach 
him at michael@michael-flood.com.
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Restrictions on neonicotinoids have come about out of fears that the 
chemicals are contributing to the collapse of bee populations around 
the world.
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Our hats off to those 
who embrace the cold.

Get a free bomber hat and a 
chance to win a cool getaway.

You can’t change the weather. You just have to face it. That’s the idea 
behind the Embrace the Cold Giveaway. It’s your chance to win your 
choice of a ski getaway or a powder snowmobile trip for two. Just view 
the informative video on the bene� ts of Insure® Cereal seed treatment 
and use the PIN COLD357 to enter the draw. The best part is everyone 
wins, because you’ll receive a high quality thermal bomber hat just for 
watching. Visit agsolutions.ca/insure/embracethecold to enter.

No purchase necessary.   Starts Jan 2/15 (12:00 AM ET) and ends Feb 28/15 (11:59 PM ET).  Open to Canadian growers who reside in: (i) Alberta; (ii) Peace 
Region of British Columbia; (iii) Manitoba; or (iv) Saskatchewan; and who: (a) are the owner, operator or designated representative of a farm; and (b) have 
reached the legal age of majority in their province of residence.  Online entry and full rules (including full prize descriptions and complete entry requirements) 
at www.agsolutions.ca/insure/embracethecold. Each eligible participant who enters the Contest will be eligible to receive one (1) bomber hat with the 
INSURE CEREAL logo, while supplies last (ARV $25 CAD each).  One (1) Grand Prize available consisting of one (1) trip for two (2) legal age of majority 
adults on either: (a) a Ski Getaway; OR (b) a Powder Snowmobile trip.  Skill-testing question required.  Odds depend on number of eligible entries. 

Always read and follow label directions.
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; AgCelence, and INSURE are registered trade-marks of BASF SE; all used with permission by 
BASF Canada Inc. INSURE CEREAL should be used in a preventative disease control program. © 2015 BASF Canada Inc.

Get a free bomber hat and a 
chance to win a cool getaway.
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By Andrea Hilderman

Some farmers love grow-
ing the latest “new” crop. 
Others drive by them in 
their neighbours’ fields 

and wonder what they are.
There is no definitive list of “spe-

cial” crops. Many crops we think 
of as “new” are actually very old. 
Some that are “special” in one area 
are standard in another. This is not 
an exhaustive list of special crops 
that Prairie farmers have been 
growing in recent years, just a run 
down on some of the crops you 
might be running into down your 
gravel road. Some on this list will 
seem like old news to you. Maybe 
there are some on your “maybe I 
should seed this” list for 2015. 

Hemp 

Hemp is of course famous, or 
infamous, for its resemblance to 
Cannabis, the drug. Hemp is part 
of the Cannabis family, however, it 
produces little or none of the drug 
its cousins are known for. Hemp 
has deep roots in Canadian agricul-
ture (it goes back to 1606), and has 
been used for both food and fibre. 

Health Canada has strictly reg-
ulated commercial hemp produc-
tion since 1994. By 2013 there 
were 66,671 acres licensed for 
cultivation. Health Canada does 
not release the numbers until 
after harvest, so 2014 acres are 
not yet known, but some believe 
there could have been more than 
100,000 acres in 2014. 

Hemp seed is very nutritious, 
considered by some to be one 
of the so-called “superfoods.” It 
contains all nine essential amino 
acids, both omega-3 and omega-6 
essential fatty acids and is also 
high in magnesium, iron, potas-
sium, fibre and a variety of anti-
oxidants and phytochemicals. We 
see a range of hemp products in 
the store, including things such 
as Hemp Hearts (packaged raw, 
shelled hemp seeds), nutrient 
bars, dips, salad dressings and 
more. 

Hemp is seeded mid-May to 
mid-June at 25 to 35 pounds 
per acre. Bin run seed is not 
permitted by federal regulations. 
Hemp requires about 110 days to 
mature. 

The key to getting hemp off 
to a good start is to seed it into a 
clean, firm seedbed that has been 
pre-tilled or sprayed. Hemp does 
not like wet feet. Once emerged, 
hemp is a very competitive crop 
that quickly forms a dense can-
opy choking out weeds. At matu-
rity, it reaches five to eight feet in 
height. Industrial hemp can be 
straight cut with a draper header 
and the newer varieties are much 
easier to thresh than in the past. 
After harvest, it requires drying 
to nine per cent moisture for 
storage.

Quinoa

According to Saskatchewan 
Agriculture special crops special-
ist Dale Rizula, quinoa is going off 
the charts. “Ever since quinoa was 
featured on Oprah, its popularity 
has grown,” says Rizula. “That 
very public clap-on-the-back to 

quinoa was all consumers needed 
to jump on the band wagon, and 
farmers are winners in that it pro-
vides them another crop in the 
rotation.” 

Quinoa (pronounced KEEN-
wah) is often referred to as an 
ancient grain, but it is really a 
species of goosefoot, not a true 
grass. It is more closely related 
to beets, spinach and tumblew-
eed than to wheat. It is high 
in protein, has no gluten and 
performs well on dry soils. As 
for taste, some rave about its 
great taste and others liken it to 
sawdust. 

Quinoa was originally cul-
tivated by the Inca in South 
America, high up in the Andes, 
and was considered sacred, but 
now is cultivated in many areas of 
North America. It works in many 
areas of the Prairies, but especially 
in areas where heat stress in the 
summer is less likely.

Jeff Kostuik is a diversifica-
tion specialist with Manitoba 
Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Development and he is seeing 
more interest than usual in qui-
noa. “We started dabbling in qui-
noa as a demonstration crop in 
1997,” says Kostuik. “Recently, 
interest has definitely picked up 
giving this niche crop quite a 
boost. Pricing has gone from 20 
to 30 cents per pound to 75 cents 
per pound.”

Along with this increased 
demand and higher pricing, there 
is some quinoa breeding on-going 
at Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada to develop varieties bet-
ter suited to Prairie production. 

NorQuin is a processor in 
Saskatoon that specializes in 
Canadian grown quinoa and is 
the only contracting agent on 
the Prairies for the crop. Find 
more information about NorQuin 
online at www.quinoa.com.

Fababeans

Fababeans are grown for both 
human and animal food mar-
kets. The human food market is 
primarily in the Middle East and 
Mediterranean area where faba-
beans are a traditional part of the 
diet. The human consumption 
fababean is often referred to as a 
tannin faba, whereas a zero-tan-
nin or low-tannin faba is required 
in the animal feed market.

Fababean is a smaller seeded 
relative of the Chinese broad-
bean, but it is a large bean. They 
require a long growing season, 
110 to 130 days, to achieve their 
maximum potential yield. The 
plant has an upright growth 
habit and can reach up to almost 
five feet. It can make an excel-
lent silage for both beef and 
dairy cattle. The seed is high 
in protein and can replace soy-
beans in the ration. 

Fababean does best in agricul-
tural areas that receive good mois-
ture and are relatively cool. Much 
like quinoa, it does not like heat, 
especially combined with dry 
conditions. It is a good option for 
irrigation. It is the most efficient 
nitrogen-fixing legume available 
in Western Canada and can be 
very useful in the rotation to 
break various pest cycles.

Camelina

Camelina, or False Flax, has 
become an oilseed of interest on 
the Prairies primarily driven by 
the bio-diesel industry. It can also 
be used in fish feed, human con-
sumption oils and bio-lubricants. 
It has very a very stable oil with 
high levels of omega-3 essential 
fatty acid and Vitamin E. 

There was a high level of inter-
est in 2005-06, when camelina 
acres peaked, in using camelina in 
jet fuel. A U.S. company received 
U.S. military funding to take this 
project further, but when some 
U.S. and Canadian farmers didn’t 
receive any or all of what was 
owed to them, they were left with 
a bad taste. 

Since then, Three Farmers, a 
farmer-owned food company in 
Midale, Saskatchewan has been 
producing camelina oil and mar-
keting it nationwide (find out 
more at www.threefarmers.ca). 

Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada also has a joint Camelina 
breeding program with Linnaeus 
Plant Sciences Inc. out of 
Saskatoon. The goal of this pro-
gram is to breed for qualities that 
suit industrial oil markets like 
lubricants, motor oils, hydrau-
lic fluids and polymers including 
increased oil content and larger 
seed size. 

Camelina is a member of the 
Brassicaceae family. It’s an annual 
or winter annual, short-season 
crop. It responds similarly to 
Polish canola and mustard and 
yields somewhat similarly too. 
Research in Saskatchewan shows 
that it might be possible to seed 
camelina in the fall, but further 
study is needed.

Hairy vetch

Hairy vetch is a nitrogen-fix-
ing legume native to Europe and 
Western Asia. This new crop is 

a favourite of Scott Chalmers, 
diversification specialist with 
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Development at Melita, 
Manitoba. “Hairy vetch is impres-
sive because it doesn’t compete 
with other crops for resources,” 
explains Chalmers. “It can be suc-
cessfully double-cropped or inter-
cropped with winter wheat or 
sunflowers to choke out weeds 
and fix nitrogen.” Chalmers also 
noted that hairy vetch appears 
to share nitrogen with the com-
panion crop through root rhizo-
sphere exudate associations. 

Hairy vetch needs to be planted 
in the fall if it is to produce 
seed the following year; it will 
only produce vegetative growth 
if planted in spring. Chalmers is 
doing trials intercropping hairy 
vetch with sunflowers. “So far, 
it appears to be neutral to prof-
its even taking into account the 
price of the seed,” says Chalmers. 
“What was really interesting was 
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New crops

New special crops round-up
Hemp, quinoa, fababeans, camelina, hairy vetch, carinata and guar bean. Get the inside scoop
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Camelina can also be used in fish feed, human consumption oils and 
bio-lubricants.

Fabaabean does best in agricultural areas that receive good moisture 
and are relatively cool.

Hairy vetch is a nitrogen-fixing legume native to Europe and western Asia.

Brassica carinata is an Ethiopian mustard that can grow on marginal 
lands and is finding a use in bio-fuels because of its high oil content.

that it left 60 pounds of nitro-
gen in the soil versus only 12 
pounds in the sunflowers-only 
plot.” Chalmers is also looking 
at the potential to produce hairy 
vetch seed in a winter wheat crop. 
“We need to understand if we can 
support a hairy vetch seed indus-
try in Manitoba,” says Chalmers. 
“It looks at this point as if we can, 
and very profitably as well.”

The vegetative growth can be 
hayed or ensiled just like alfalfa, 
but the seed can be toxic to 
animals.

“There’s more research to be 
done with hairy vetch,” says 
Chalmers. “At this point, it does 
look like it has a good fit in a 
number of situations. We think 
it will work very well for organic 
producers as well.”

Carinata

Brassica carinata is an 
Ethiopian mustard that can grow 
on marginal lands and is finding 
a use in bio-fuels because of 
its high oil content. Agrisoma 
Biosciences is commercializing 
carinata for use in jet fuel. The 
first flight using jet fuel pro-
duced from carinata occurred in 
2012 and research and develop-
ment continues. Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Canada has a cari-
nata breeding program with the 
goal of improving yield, disease 
resistance and other factors to 
make it successful for Prairie 
farmers. 

Carinata agronomy is similar 
to that of canola and mustard 
making it a relatively easy crop to 
adopt into the rotation. It is well 
suited to those areas of south-
west Saskatchewan and southern 
Alberta where canola is not a 
reliable performer. An important 
distinction between carinata and 
canola that may have greater 
importance in the future is the 
fact carinata is immune to black-
leg and clubroot. 

Guar bean

Sometimes a crop comes along 
that just doesn’t work… maybe 
more often than not. Guar bean 
is one of those. Just as consumer 
demands for healthy foods can 
drive production, so too can 
industrial demand. 

The fracking oil industry uses 
guar gum extensively — the guar 
gum turns water into a very thick, 
viscous gel. Pumping high viscos-
ity water down a well fractures 
the subsurface rock and releases 
the oil and natural gas trapped 

there. Additionally, sand is mixed 
with the high viscosity water and 
gets pumped into the fractures. 
When the pumping is stopped, 
the sand grains, known as prop-
pants in the fracking world, hold 
open the tiny fractures in the rock 
and allow the oil and gas to con-
tinue to flow out of the rock and 
into the well.

Guar beans are annual leg-
umes that are grown in India 
and Pakistan, and more recently, 
Texas. It’s a long season crop 
suited to hot, dry climates. 
Diversification specialists tried 
growing guar bean obtained from 
Texas in Manitoba — with spec-
tacularly unsuccessful results. The 
seeds took three weeks to emerge 
and then remained in the coty-
ledon stage for three weeks. Six 
weeks later hardly a plant could 
be found among the mess of 
weeds that proliferated. Needless 
to say, it’s unlikely that Prairie 
farmers will be able to supply the 
fracking industry with the guar 
gum they so desperately need, but 
it’s interesting to understand how 
new crops can come to be tested 
for Prairie production.   †

Andrea Hilderman has her master’s degree 
in weed science and is a member of the 
Manitoba Institute of Agrologists. She writes 
from Winnipeg, Man.

photos: courtesy of manitoba agriculture, food and rural develment



By Lisa Guenther

Clubroot is driving a 
renewed interest in faba-
beans among Alberta 
farmers, says Harvey 

Brink, a farmer in the Bentley, 
Alberta, area. Farmers need another 
crop to add to the rotation, he says, 
“because having a short rotation 
with canola, that just doesn’t work 
because of the clubroot.”

Carol Holt, a business agrono-
mist with Parkland Fertilizer in 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta, agrees club-
root is part of the reason for the 
growing interest in fababeans. 

Farmers are “looking for some-
thing that stands, fixes nitrogen, 
and fits in their rotation,” Holt says.

Brink says farmers have better 
markets now than the last time 
they seeded fababeans. 

“Back in the ’80s, nobody knew 
anything about them and how 
to deal with them,” he says. “But 
now that we need another alter-
native crop because of clubroot, 
we’ve got to find other markets 
and other alternatives.”

Farmers also have better faba-
bean varieties today, says Holt. 
“We’ve also got some better herbi-
cides and weed control. And we’re 
learning how to deal with them.”

Get them in the bin early

When it comes to growing faba-
beans, Brink says “my biggest fear 
is frost in August. They don’t even 
handle frost at all in the end of 
August, beginning of September. 
And so we want to have them 
mature before then if we can.”

Frost vulnerability means faba-

beans aren’t a good choice for 
every part of the Prairies. Holt says 
farmers need frost-free days until 
mid-September if they’re planning 
to sell into the edible markets.

“You could probably grow them 
in the Peace, but your risks of 
getting them off without a frost 
increase dramatically. So I think it 
depends year by year,” says Holt.

This fall, farmers between Leduc 
and the No. 2 Corridor in central 
Alberta were slammed by frost 
before many of the fababeans were 
desiccated, says Holt. “And when 
you do get a frost, you get faba-
beans that basically turn black.”

Holt says Alberta farmers knew 
the frost was coming and many 
did desiccate their fababeans 
beforehand. But immature beans 
were still hurt, she says. 

Brink’s fababeans were hit by 
frost and snow this fall, too. But 
he opted for a zero-tannin variety 
known as Snowbirds. High-tannin 
varieties can be sold for human 
consumption, but not livestock, 
Brink explains. Snowbirds can go 
into either market. 

“And that’s what you need 
because this year we basically had a 
wreck on beans because of the frost 
and snow,” he says. Brink plans to 
use his fababeans in his feedlot.

Both Holt and Brink say faba-
beans should be seeded as early 
as possible, and definitely before 
May 15. 

North-facing slopes should be 
avoided, Holt says, because they 
get less light and heat.

Seeding depth plays into how the 
crop matures, too. Brink seeds faba-
beans an 1-1/2 or two inches deep. 
Any shallower and the large seeds 

might not get enough moisture 
during the three weeks the seed-
lings are emerging from the soil, 
leading to two different crop stages 
in the same field, he explains.

Lygus bugs also threaten faba-
bean growers’ bottom lines. The 
pests leave black spots on the seed 
during feeding, Holt explained in 
an earlier interview. 

Eight per cent total damaged 
seed is the standard tolerance level 
for seeds destined for the Egyptian 
market, Chris Chivilo wrote in 
an email. Chivilo is president 
and CEO of W.A. Grain & Pulse 
Solutions.

But fababeans are only vulner-
able to lygus bug damage while 
the pods are soft, Holt said.

“Once they turn into leather, 
the fababeans are really no longer 
prone to lygus damage,” said Holt 
this summer. “So getting them in 
early, getting that bean to be pro-
duced and hardened prior to the 
lygus bug really doing the damage, 
would be the best practice.”

Farmers thinking about using 
fungicide on fababeans should 
keep in mind any yield bumps 
aren’t significant enough to pay 
back the application, Holt says. 
In fact, Holt discourages growers 
from applying fungicides because 
the crop may stay green longer. 

Think like a pea grower

Brink recommends treating 
fababeans as peas. The less residual 
nitrogen the better, he adds.

Avoid manured fields, Holt says. 
Too much residual nitrogen means 
the fababeans will get too lazy to 
fix nitrogen, she says. And the 

plants may also stay in the vegeta-
tive state and not pod, she adds.

“They become a really expen-
sive silage crop,” she adds.

Brink also suggests picking a 
clean field, and notes the chemis-
try is the same as peas. 

“We highly recommend getting 
some Edge on so you’ve got some 
broadleaf control that isn’t Group 
2 for your weed control,” says Holt. 
Edge is a Group 3 herbicide, also 
known by the common name 
ethalfluralin.

Both Holt and Brink have been 
pleased with the inoculant Cell-
Tech. Cell-Tech isn’t registered 
specifically for fababeans, but 
Brinks says the chemistry is the 
same for peas. Holt recommends 
having inoculant and seed lined 
up by the end of January.

In an email, Holt wrote that 
although fusarium is a problem 
for peas in her area, she hasn’t 
seen any root rot in fababeans 
yet. But as fababean acres grow, 
Holt thinks species-specific dis-
eases will show up.

Australian researchers reported 
root rot caused by aphanomyces in 
the journal Australian Plant Disease 
Notes. Some varieties seemed to have 
resistance, the researchers noted, 
while others were susceptible. 

The Alberta Pulse Growers web-
site recommends high quality seed 
and seed treatment to manage 
seedling blight and root rot in 
fababeans. 

“Every year is a  
learning year”

Brink has been growing faba-
beans for four years now. He says 

“every year is a learning year” with 
the crop. Asked where he goes for 
information, Brink says, “I just 
kind of hear bits and pieces and 
try to put things together.” 

And Brink’s drive to put things 
together has led to an interesting 
observation about his CPS wheat. 
When he grows the wheat on 
fababean stubble, he’s noticed 
higher protein levels.

Brink seeds canola after the wheat 
because it takes a couple years for 
the fababean stubble to break down, 
he says. He hopes working faba-
beans in his rotation will bump 
canola yields, and says so far canola 
yields are “pretty good.”

Farmers shouldn’t look at faba-
beans as a one-year thing, Brink 
says. “You’ve got to plan your rota-
tions afterwards and I think you 
can have a benefit.”

Brink is willing to answer ques-
tions about growing fababeans at 
403-748-2777.   †

Lisa Guenther is a field editor for Grainews based 
at Livelong, Sask. Contact her at Lisa.Guenther@
fbcpublishing.com or on Twitter @LtoG.
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Crop production

Three things to know about fababeans
Fababeans are making a comeback in Alberta. Here’s what you need to think about before you grow them

If you’re looking for more 
information about choosing 
the best fababean variety for 
your area, take a look at the 
pdf version of a presentation 
given by Bert Vandenberg 
last winter. 

Find it at: www.saskpulse.
com/uploads/content/Bert_
Vandenberg_Lentil_and_
Faba_Bean_Varieties.pdf

Lisa Guenther

Choose a variety



The fababeans pic-
tured here belong 
to Brett Casavant, 
who farms near 

Tisdale in north-eastern 
Saskatchewan. 

2014 was Casavant’s first 
year growing fababeans. 
He grew a low-tannin vari-
ety called taboar. Casavant 
says they yielded around 
70 bushels per acre, includ-
ing dockage. He says they 
might wash out to the low 
to mid 60s once dockage is 
accounted for.

“It is nice to find an alter-
native to peas, which don’t 
take the moisture very well, 
but are very good for the 
soil. And nice to break up 
our crop rotation,” says 
Casavant. Casavant found 
the fababeans fared well 
through a soggy June and 
proved easy to harvest. And 
he’s looking forward to the 
nitrogen payback next year.

But fababeans may not be 
a perfect fit for Casavant’s 
region. 

“The problem for north-
east Saskatchewan with 
(fababeans) is that they’re 
a long-season crop. They’re 
not like a pea, a short-sea-
son crop. So you’ve got to 
get them in early, in my 
opinion. And you’ve got to 
hope (there’s) not an early 
frost.”

Frost nailed Casavant’s 
fababeans this year. He 
hasn’t heard the final 
word on grading yet, but 
he thinks the crop will be 
feed. And he’s not sure how 
well he’ll be able to market 
them if they do grade feed. 

Casavant says he’s look-
ing at Snowdrops, another 
low-tannin variety, for 
next year. Snowdrops are 
rated 104 days to matu-
rity, compared to 107 for 
taboars. Snowbirds are also 
rated at 104 days, accord-
ing to a University of 
Saskatchewan presentation 
on the Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers website.

Whether Casavant does 
seed fababeans again 
remains to be seen. He says 
he may try them again, 
but he’s not sure he’d seed 
“a huge amount” of acres 
to fababeans. He’d need to 
put some serious thought 
into it first and “I’m not 
sure where I stand on that,” 
he says.   †

Lisa Guenther
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Get top yield performance early!
NSC Reston RR2Y is one of the highest yielding soybean
varieties for the early maturing soybean category. With
its tall stature and exceptional podding, this bean will
give you confidence in growing soybeans.

At NorthStar Genetics, we know beans!

www.weknowbeans.com

Early Riser
NSC Reston RR2Y

1.  Alberta farmer Harvey Brink (in the red 
hat) talks fababeans in a fababean crop 
during Cavalier Agrow’s Showcase Plot Tour 
in northwest Saskatchewan this summer. 
2.  Alberta farmer Harvey Brink shares his 
experience growing fababeans at Cavalier 
Agrow’s Showcase Plot tour in northwest 
Saskatchewan this summer. 3.  Carol Holt, 
business agronomist with Parkland Fertilizer in 
Wetaskiwin, Alta, talks fababeans at Cavalier 
Agrow’s Showcase Plot Tour in northwest 
Saskatchewan this summer. 4.  Fababean plot 
near Meota, Sask. Local farmers showed a lot 
of interest in the crop during Cavalier Agrow’s 
Showcase Plot Tour on July 30, 2014.

Fababeans in 
northeastern 
Sask.
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By Lisa Guenther

Farmers need a stronger 
voice in the supply chain 
to balance the commercial 
system.

That’s what Dr. Brian Oleson 
told delegates at Fields on Wheels 
in December. Oleson specializes in 
co-operatives and marketing at the 
University of Manitoba.

Oleson saw the Canadian Wheat 
Board as the farmer representative 
in the supply chain, he told del-
egates. In an interview at the con-
ference, Oleson said farmers have 
lost their voice in the supply chain. 

He’s not suggesting farmers try 
to turn back the clock. But in 
an industry dominated by rail-
ways and grain companies, farm-
ers do need to make sure the 
grain handling system can move 
the increasing production in the 
future, Oleson explained.

“It’s absolutely critical,” he said. 
When I asked how farmers can 

come to enough of a consensus to 
do this, Oleson acknowledged it 
wouldn’t be easy. But farmers need 
to take a close look at their farm 
organizations because they’re not 
part of the value chain right now, 
he said. Farmers need to take this 
seriously and “make sure (farm 
organizations are) as strong as pos-
sible in terms of carrying their 
views and their interests.”

Leadership is like boxing

Building leadership ability is like 
boxing, minus the punching

A few weeks ago I was at our 
local boxing club. The coach was 
talking to the kids about strategy 
in the ring. Boxing builds char-
acter, he told them, because you 
need to be patient and watch for a 
chance to make your move.

Building leadership abil-
ity is similar (but without the 
actual punching). It takes time to 
develop skills. It requires patience 
and commitment. It can be a real 
slog sometimes, and you might 
wonder if it’s worth it. But then, 
one day, a big issue pops up. If 
you’ve put in your time at the 
gym, you’ll be ready to make your 
move. If you’ve been sitting on the 
couch, it’s going to be rough.

Recruiting new blood to farm 
organizations is easier said than 
done, I’m sure. Young farmers are 
busy with farming and family. 
One or both spouses might have 
off-farm jobs. Volunteering for a 
board is a tough sell.

I think the first step is just get-
ting people involved. Get poten-
tial members to a conference. 
Make sure both green and veteran 
members benefit from programs 
and have the chance to serve — 
you want to keep the experienced 
people engaged, too. 

Many farm organizations offer 
leadership programs of one sort or 
another. The Agricultural Producers 
Association  of  Saskatchewan 
launched a six-month leadership 
program in 2014 for young farmers. 
My reeve, Tom Brown, has been 
filling me in on it (a farmer in our 
area was one of the successful appli-
cants). And this is just the latest 
of many rural and farm leadership 
programs. In fact, the agriculture 
community starts prepping future 
leaders from the time they join 4-H.

Serving on a board might be 
the best leadership experience of 
all, especially if it’s an effective 
board. I’ve been on a few myself, 
and I think I’ve learned some 
stuff. Long-serving secretaries and 
treasurers are worth their weight 
in gold, for example. Each person 
on the board has a set of strengths, 
and the board will be more effec-
tive if everyone can apply those 
strengths. And it’s worth looking 
to the general membership for 
help with special projects or com-
mittees. Leadership doesn’t rest 
only with board members.

A demographic shift

Farmers are not only busy. There 
are fewer and fewer people to fill 
those board positions. A May 2014 

Statistics Canada report found the 
number of farmers dropped from 
390,875 in 1991 to 293,925 in 
2011. In that same 20 year period, 
the number of farmers under 55 
years of age plunged from 265,495 
to 152,015.

Statistics Canada notes this 
demographic shift isn’t unique to 
agriculture. Canada’s population 
is aging. So perhaps there is some 
comfort in the fact that the agri-
culture sector is not alone. 

What this future farmer scarcity 
means I’m not sure. Will remain-
ing farmers be more unified on 
policy issues, or just as deeply 
divided as they were 20 years ago? 
Faced with a smaller talent pool to 
draw from, will some farm organi-
zations be forced to fold, and if 
so, which ones? Readers probably 

have stronger, better-informed 
opinions on that last question 
than me.

Farmers face a cross-road of sorts 
these days as they decide where 
to direct their efforts. The good 
news is that things seem to be on 
track, or not too far off the tracks, 
anyway. 

At Field on Wheels, Brian Oleson 
told me farmers are already doing 
a large part of the work needed to 
make their voices heard. 

“It’s just a matter of as being 
involved and understanding the 
importance of it, I think, rather 
than leaving it to someone else.”

In other words, now is the time 
to get involved.   †

Lisa Guenther is field editor for Grainews based 
at Livelong, Sask. Contact her at Lisa.Guenther@
fbcpublishing.com or on Twitter @LtoG.

Reporter’s notebook

Building new farm leadership
Farmers need a strong voice, but getting new farmers into leadership roles is easier said than done

 Columns
22  /  grainews.ca   JANUARY 20, 2015

Boost your management knowledge at this half-day event with industry experts. Hear the latest on 
economic trends, weather patterns, commodity markets and farm management issues, and make 
more informed decisions for your business.

Ag Knowledge Exchange has over 100 events that anyone with an interest in Canadian agriculture can attend, free.

Ag Outlook 2015
Understand the trends, see the opportunities

Weather

Economy Commodities  

J.P. Gervais    
FCC Chief Agricultural Economist 

 

J.P. Gervais has over 15 years of experience in domestic and international analysis of agricultural policies and 
markets. He’ll provide insight into major economic trends that shape the Canadian agriculture industry today. 
Learn how they could impact your farm in the coming year.

Appearing at: Regina, Medicine Hat, Lloydminster

Drew Lerner    
President, World Weather Inc.  

 

A favourite among the agriculture industry, Drew’s daily assessments of crop and weather expectations 
support commodity market trade and help many companies make better agricultural business decisions.  
Hear how weather trends and global climate change could affect your operation in 2015. 

Appearing at: Regina, Medicine Hat

Mark Robinson   
Meteorologist, The Weather Network 

 

Mark has been storm chasing since 2000, sending on-the-ground reports to The Weather Network. He 
has intercepted 15 hurricanes and over 30 tornadoes across North America, including the most destructive 
hurricane in U.S. history, Katrina. He will discuss the weather trends we could expect to see in 2015.

Appearing at: Lloydminster

Mike Jubinville    
President, Pro Farmer Canada 

 

Mike is lead analyst and president of Pro Farmer Canada, an independent market analysis and advisory service 
he started in 1997. Benefit from his experience as he explains current and future trends in agriculture, the 
current state of commodity markets and what we can expect next. 

Appearing at: Regina, Medicine Hat, Lloydminster

Lyndon Carlson    
FCC Senior Vice-President, Marketing 

 

Lyndon has 30 years of experience in several areas of agribusiness and marketing. He’s been named the 
Canadian Agri-Marketing Association’s Agri-Marketer of the Year and presented with the Queen Elizabeth II 
Diamond Jubilee Medal for his contributions to 4-H Canada. He’ll help you see where Canadian agriculture is 
headed and provide insights to improve your farm management skills. 

Appearing at: Regina, Medicine Hat, LloydminsterPresented in partnership with Country Guide. Seating is limited – register for free today. 

fcc.ca/AgOutlook  |  1-888-332-3301

Tuesday, January 27 Conexus Arts Centre Regina 

Tuesday, February 10 Medicine Hat Exhibition and Stampede Medicine Hat 

Thursday, March 12 Vic Juba Community Theatre Lloydminster
Country Chuckles

By jonny hawkins

“Emily Chickenson”



As the year comes to an 
end after a busy harvest, 
there are many purchase 
and sale transactions to 

enter that will automatically update 
your previously linked inventory 
accounts. These includes grain sales, 
calves sold to market, or maybe 
you’ve decided to invest into some 
bred cows before year end! 

All of these purchase and sale 
transactions will adjust your 
inventory when recorded. In 
previous articles, we have talked 
about how to link your purchase 
and sales accounts to inventory, 

and how to enter production, 
births, and opening balances. 
Now we will go over the steps 
needed to enter the purchase or 
sale, and what reports we need to 
look at to ensure our inventory 
quantities are correct. 

If you have decided to defer 
the payment of a grain sale to the 
new year, then the sale needs to 
be recorded as a receivable trans-
action. You will still enter all the 
details in the transaction includ-
ing the quantity of grain that 
has been sold, so when recorded, 
the dollar amount is recorded as 
a receivable, and the quantity is 
reduced in your inventory. 

Record a cattle purchase

To record a cattle purchase 
leaked to inventory:

• � In AgExpert, choose 
Transaction >  
Transaction Entry

•  Transaction type: withdrawal
•  Date: date of transaction
• � Bank account: account where 

the money came from 
•  Reference: cheque number
•  Description: supplier name
• � Total: dollar amount from 

your account
•  Type: EX (expense)
•  Account: Cow purchases
• � Quantity: number of head 

purchased. Note: if you are 
linked for AgriStability, 
another screen will pop up, 
asking which AgriStability 
Grade the cattle were sold in. 
I will cover AgriStability in a 
future article.

Now, you can choose “record 
transaction.” 

To view the inventory report, 
choose: Inventory > Detail > 
Current fiscal year > page view. 
Under your “Cows” account, view 
the purchase transaction. Hint: To 
view in more detail, click on a 
specific report line to drill down 
to that transaction report. Click on 
the blue audit number to the left 
to edit the transaction.

Record a cattle sale

Tip: Before entering a sale I 
always check the inventory 
report to ensure there is enough 
in inventory to sell! If not, you 
may need to add production. 
Or, last year’s ending estimates 
may have been low, and you 
will need to adjust opening 
inventory. You may also need 
to transfer quantity between 

accounts. For example, what 
were “Replacement Heifers” may 
now be “Bred Heifers.” These 
adjustments can be made in the 
inventory adjustment screen. 
Just select: Inventory > Inventory 
Adjustment > Select the appro-
priate account > Quantity Tab. 
These adjustments were described 
in my December article.

To record a cattle sale with deduc-
tions, and linked to inventory:

• � Choose Transaction > 
Transaction Entry.

•  Transaction type: Deposit
•  Date: Date of transaction
• � Bank account:  

The account the money  
was deposited into

• � Reference: Cattle sales  
invoice number

•  Description: Customer name
• � Total: Net dollar amount  

of the cattle sale
•  Type: IN (income)
• � Account: Feeder Heifer Sales 

(or appropriate sales account)
• � Quantity: Number  

of head sold
• � Amount: gross dollar amount 

of sale.
Next, create as many expense 

lines as you need to record all 
deductions, for example, yardage 
expense. Tip: To create a new line 
click on the green “+” sign on the 
right side of the screen. Or, sim-
ply hit the tab key to move into 
a new line. 

After you enter the expenses, 
your expenses your transaction 
should be balanced to the net 
dollar amount you entered in the 
total. Once it’s balanced, select 
record and view the inventory 
report as mentioned above. 

Deferred grain sales

To record a deferred grain sale, 
with deductions and linked to 
inventory:

• �� Click Transaction > 
Transaction Entry

• � Transaction type:  
Receivable charge

•  Date: Date of transaction
• � Customer: Customer who 

purchased your grain
• � Reference: Grain ticket 

number
• � Description: Automatically 

fills in with customer
• � Total: Net dollar amount  

of the grain sale
•  Type: IN (income)
• � Account: Canola sales  

(or appropriate account)
• � Quantity: Number of net 

tonnes sold
• � Amount: gross amount  

of sale
Next, create expense lines as 

needed to record deductions such 
as freight and elevation, storage, 
or levies. When the transaction is 
balanced, select record.

There are two reports you can 
check now. First is your inven-
tory report to ensure the grain has 
been adjusted from your inventory. 
Second is the accounts receivable 
report to ensure the outstanding 
dollar amount been recorded to 
your receivables list.

In the next issue: Preparing for 
year end.   †

Kelly Airey is a producer and Ag Consultant in 
Western Manitoba. She offers software setups & 
training, and discounts on software purchases. 
Contact Kelly at kelly.agconsulting@gmail.com 
or (204) 365-0136.

Kelly’s AgExpert tips and hints

Tracking inventory with AgExpert
Entering deferred sales and sales and purchases linked to inventory with AgExpert Analyst
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Can’t take the farm from the boy

Communications in winter
Winter is a good time for reflection, but spending too much time alone on the farm can be dangerous

A cluster of three cords 
dangles flush with the 
bottom edge of our tan-
dem’s front fender. Each 

one is connected to a block heater. 
We only need to plug in a couple 
to get that diesel engine running 
in winter. But not a single one is 
connected. Not anymore. Farming 
is over for 2014. We hauled our 
last load of soybeans to market a 
couple of weeks before Christmas, 
and the wheat still sitting in our 
bins will most likely remain there 

until 2015. What about the snow-
blower? Have you hooked that 
up yet? Nope. But I will. Relax, 
everyone. 

It’s in our workshop — the 
northeast corner, to be exact. 
Our Farm King snowblower 
spends its summer at the end of 
a row of implements and other 
stuff pressed against the shop’s 
north wall. I don’t see the Willys 
jeep in that row anymore, but 
it’s there, a part of the scenery 
about 20 feet west of the Farm 
King and just east of where we 
keep our bulk oil. The shop is 
heated by a waste-oil burner my 
father invented a couple decades 
ago, and with all the things it 
permanently stores, there is still 
enough space for tools, a mis-

cellany of farm vehicles/ATVs, 
and any one of the farm’s larger 
machines. 

About 100 feet, maybe 150, 
south of the workshop is our 
machine shed. Our large machines 
hibernate there, sheltered from 
the ravages of wind and sun. King 
among them is the combine, 
which is parked in the southeast 
corner with its auger swung out 
about halfway so we can park our 
tandem behind it. All in, cozy and 
unplugged, the machine shed has 
room for about six large machines. 

If you’re still with me, and 
you’re on foot, watch your step 
leaving the machine shed — 
there’ll be a bit of ice to deal 
with. Follow the road west then 
take the north side of the fork. 

Bins are bins; you’ve seen thou-
sands in your lifetime. And, yes, 
the dyke is still on our property, 
but following it north then west 
along the tree line will take you to 
the edge of our property. 

You’ll have seen a bunch of 
machines, bins, homes, imple-
ments, barns, and other things we 
own, and you’ll have done so on 
our property — all 45 acres of it 
— located about 2-1/2 miles from 
town. There are lots of things to 
see and do here.

This column is not meant as a 
list of things we own. That would 
be foolish, and pointless. Instead 
it’s a portrait of ownership, vast-
ness, and isolation, the combina-
tion of which is more interesting 
than not. And please, bear with 

me as I attempt to make a con-
nection between things that you 
cannot see or touch — things that 
don’t directly put seed into the 
ground. You’ll have to trust me.  

Lynne Truss’s book Eats, Shoots 
and Leaves has an intentionally 
interesting and telling title. I’ll let 
you come to appreciate its com-
plexities on your own. Hint: it has 
to do with commas, language, 
meaning, and the importance of 
knowing how to communicate 
clearly. The title could have some-
thing to do with a panda bear eat-
ing a snack. Or, heaven forbid, it 
could have something to do with 
murder. 

I taught a creative writing course 
at the local Red River College 
campus in the fall semester of 
2014. Our last class was a couple 
weeks before Christmas. It ran on 
Tuesday evenings, and it was a 
blast. The class was four women 
and myself. You didn’t attend. 
I get it. Such a pursuit — writ-
ing — is not for farmers, men, or 
people with an interest in “get-
tin’ ’er done,” you might think. 
This column may not successfully 
convince you otherwise, though I 
desperately wish it would. 

A day spent working with your 
hands, on things you own, on 
your own property, miles away 
from anyone with an opposing 
view, can be quite soulful, produc-
tive, and fun. It’s your property 
and you’ll do what you want. 
You’ll meet no one who will cor-
rect your racial slur or call you out 
for a misused phrase or misspelled 
word. But the lack of opposition 
and distance from those who’d 
care is not an excuse. Clear, correct 
communication is clear, correct 
thinking. And understanding this 
you’ll also realize that respectful 
communication, behind closed 
doors or in public, is closely tied 
to respect, in general. 

If I were a bolder person, I’d 
tell you all to take the winter 
to read and write, daily. Then 
I’d tell you that doing so would 
not only make you a better com-
municator, but a better farmer. 
Then I’d gather what remains 
of my depleting confidence, 
and tell you to watch what you 
say and how you say it, having 
convinced you that words, their 
usage and their meanings, have 
implications beyond your farm’s 
boundaries. 

Whiskey, chopping wood, and 
hard, filthy work do not sit in 
contrast to the appreciation or 
practice of good writing and clear 
communication. They’re insepara-
ble friends. 

There’s additional responsibil-
ity living miles from people who 
think differently than you. Not 
unlike when one party (cough, 
Manitoba’s NDP, cough) stays in 
power for too long, allowing itself 
to become lazy, apathetic, and in 
some cases, wrong. 

You can get away with clinging 
to ridiculous notions, while stand-
ing in our workshop or driving a 
tractor, far from the ears of people 
who may disagree. Difference and 
diversity are easy to avoid out here 
on the farm. Please keep that in 
mind.   †

Toban Dyck is a freelance writer and a new 
farmer on an old farm. Follow him on Twitter 
@tobandyck or email tobandyck@gmail.com.
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Off-farm income

2014 in review, and on to 2015
Using selling rules can pay off, even when oil prices and related stocks go through big changes

I ’m happy to say that in 2014 
I learned a lot about making 
money with stocks and keep-
ing it. Often it’s a lot easier 

to make money than to keep it, so 
I’m glad I’m advancing both skills.

Selling right was one big educa-
tion for a lot of readers this year. 
Sadly many investors did not sell 
right and so their portfolio likely 
dropped in value when oil and oil 
stocks dropped.

Most farmers have built in 
selling rules for what they pro-
duce. Yes, crops can be forward 
contracted year around but 
deliveries aren’t filled until after 
harvest. Calves get sold when 
the grass dries up or when the 
cattle producer needs space for a 
new crop of calves. Feeder hogs 
and cattle get sold when they 
grow to their market weight. 
Very few investors have such 
built in sell signals so we have to 
create our own.

The big lesson was selling oil 
stocks near the top. Many oil 
stocks went up in price as we 
went into summer, sort of walk-
ing along with the price of oil. 
Then the price of oil started to 
drop and so did the price of 
stocks. The supply of oil became 
a political football and the price 
of stocks became side victims 
of that and then tax loss selling 
pushed prices lower as the year 
came to a close.

It would have been hard to 
imagine back in June 2014 that 
decisions made by OPEC members 
thousands of miles away would 
affect investment portfolios. But 
that’s what happened when OPEC 
decided not to cut production at 
its November meeting. Members 
wanted to keep oil prices low for 
several reasons. First they wanted 
to squeeze Russia’s, Iran’s and 
Venezuela’s cash flow.

Next they wanted to slow 
down or shut down drilling 
in shale country in the U.S. 
because that oil was starting to 
create surpluses and reduce the 
U.S.’s need for OPEC’s oil. In the 
past OPEC had a global cartel. 
OPEC used to control supply to 
help control prices. OPEC coun-
tries have lots of money and low 
production costs.

Stop losses and tax loss selling 
helped drive the price of oil and 
natural gas shares down. In the 
meantime, I hear China stopped 
putting oil into storage, and the 
U.S. stopped buying oil from 
Nigeria so 40-odd oil tankers were 
loaded with no place to go.

Oil stocks dropped. Companies 
like Imperial oil dropped 10 to 12 
per cent while stocks like Crescent 
Point dropped from $47 to $21 
per share. Companies with any 
significant debt could go bankrupt 
and default on their loans and 
threaten to hurt some lenders.

Anyone who used selling rules 
saved their portfolio. 

By now you should know if 
prices rebounded like a V or have 
gone sideways like a big dish after 
tax loss selling was over.

Oil and natural gas

The price of oil and natgas 
stocks could rebound some after 
tax loss selling but the price of oil 
going forward will depend more 
on how much production is cut 
and less on tax loss selling.

Tax loss selling is a repeatable 
event. Usually the stocks that were 
up and came down become the 
victims. 

Some sectors are favoured more 
during some seasons than others 
and share prices go up as we come 
into the favoured season and then 
down as the season ends. These 
are repeatable events. Car com-
panies, energy companies, gold 
and silver beer and chips, techies 
and many other sectors and their 

stocks go up and down with the 
seasons. Those ups and downs 
were camouflaged somewhat 
during a bull market but in flat 
market those ups and downs get 
amplified. Some seasonal stocks 
drop a lot when out of season and 
hence using wise selling rules can 
preserve the value of a portfolio. 

There are also major events that 
can be game changers that can 
help or hurt stocks. Buying these 
as a sector moves up can help us 
win while selling stocks when a 
sector starts to fall can preserve 
a portfolio. The big blow up in 
Japan’s nuclear reactors changed 
the uranium industry for years. 
Stocks like Cameco have still not 
recovered but instead go up and 
down in a trading range.

The coal industry has been hurt 
by President Obama’s stand on 
so called “dirty coal.” While the 
export coal industry still sells a lot 
of coal outside the U.S., having 
the president continuously speak 
badly about coal has hurt the 
domestic industry.

Security stocks like TASER have 
the backing of the President; those 
companies can thrive in such 
an environment. While being in 
favour and out of favour might 
not be repeatable events, when 
they do happen we would be wise 
to be on the right side of the new 
trend in prices.

This is why I look at a chart 
of the 10-day moving average 
(DMA) and the parabolic sar when 
I look at a stock. If the price has 

fallen below the 10 dma and the 
parabolic sar is above the price, 
odds are the price of the stock 
will drop. When the price of a 
stock has gone above the 10 dma 
and the parabolic sar is below the 
price, odds are the price of shares 
will go up.

Holding a stock through these 
ups and downs might be okay 
for some but others who want to 
farm volatility can make money 
and keep it if they are prepared 
to learn a few things and work 
at it.   †

Andy Sirski is mostly retired. He publishes 
an electronic newsletter called StocksTalk 
where he tells what he does and why. He 
likes to sell covered calls to bring in cash and 
stresses how to use selling and buying rules. 
If you want to read StocksTalk free for a month 
send an email to Andy at sirski@mts.net.
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Soils and crops

Thinking ahead: the next drought
After five wet years, its hard to remember that things will likely change in the future. But they will

Caution: before reading 
this piece please know 
that it is just thinking 
on paper. The objective 

is to plant the seed of an idea in 
the head of folks who are capable 
of making the equipment to make 
it all happen.

Reality forces us to think in 
the moment. The natural human 
tendency is to think that current 
conditions are the norm. But, the 
reality with weather and farming 
is that the only certainty about the 
future is uncertainty. 

In many parts of Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan we have now had 
five “irrigation” years in a row. In 
recent years my Dundurn neigh-
bours that irrigate from Blackstrap 
Lake have mostly moved the pivots 
to farm under. While many of us 
relish the irrigation supplied by 
Mother Nature, many excesses of 
water have also occurred. In many 
areas of the world excess water 
drains off in streams that lead to 
rivers that lead to big rivers that 
lead to an ocean. The glaciers left 
us with many areas with little or 
no external drainage. The excess 
simply fills the potholes (sloughs). 

Sloughs that were bone dry in 
2002 are now full and some over-
flowing. In 2002 I had zip for water 
in any slough on my Dundurn 
farm. Now on NW22-32-3W3 I 
estimate there is enough water sit-
ting in sloughs to provide an inch 
or two of water to all of the culti-
vated acres. A large slough in an 
adjacent RM has several hundred 
acre feet of water. The locals sug-
gest that the last folks to see that 
much water in the slough were the 
Indian people. 

Handifacts in Henry’s Handbook 
of Soil and Water tell us that it 
takes 22,615 gallons of water to 
put one inch on one acre. So there 
is a lot of water sitting. Some of 
it slowly soaks in but in some 
sloughs with pressure underneath 
the water mostly sits there until it 
evaporates. In wet years that can 
take a long time.

But, we have no idea when the 
current wet cycle will end and dry 
years return. I often look at that 
water and wonder how we could 
use it to advantage when the need 
arises. 

A solution

Farmers and irrigation equip-
ment suppliers are an innovative 
lot. Portable, tractor-mounted 
slough pumps already exist. Big 
gun irrigation systems that irri-
gate significant areas already exist. 
What about marrying the two con-
cepts to arrive at a system that 
could take the unwanted water 
from the slough and apply it to sig-
nificant acres next to each slough?

Some caution would be required. 
Some sloughs that can appear very 
clean can be nearly as salty as the 
ocean. Many sloughs have a signifi-
cant salt load that would preclude 
their use on a continuing irrigation 
basis. We assume that with extra 
runoff sloughs will be very fresh. 

Not always true. (See my article 
“Faith, snuff and slough water” in 
Grainews, September 9, 2013.

The photo of the barley crop 
shown on this page comes from 
the Univerisity of Saskatchewan 
Goodale Farm. The well that pro-
vided the water is a flowing well. 
The pressure is the fundamental 
cause of the soil salinity.

One or two applications with that 
EC 3,200 S/cm water will do no 
harm. But, each inch of such water 
applies 700 pounds per acre of salts. 
So, if used very long the excess 
salts would have to be leached with 
excess water. In this case, and in 
most cases leaching is not an option 
so the water is not suitable for sus-
tained irrigation. But a few inches of 
that water in a drought year could 
be a real game changer. 

Such an idea would apply only 
to rolling land where the sloughs 
are deep. In flat land like Regina 
Plains a 50 acre slough may only 
have a foot or less of water — not 
practical to access. 

Further caution: the use of 
slough water for crops will only be 
of value for a short term anyway, 
perhaps two years at most. After 
any length of drought the sloughs 
go dry all by themselves.

So, there you have it — a bit of 
thinking on paper. Maybe all a big 
pipe dream.   †

J.L.(Les) Henry is a former professor and 
extension specialist at the University of 
Saskatchewan. He farms at Dundurn, Sask. 
He recently finished a third printing of 
“Henry’s Handbook of Soil and Water,” a 
book that mixes the basics and practical 
aspects of soil, fertilizer and farming. 
Les will cover the shipping and GST for 
“Grainews” readers. Simply send a cheque 
for $50 to Henry Perspectives, 143 Tucker 
Cres, Saskatoon, Sask., S7H 3H7, and he will 
dispatch a signed book.
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This slough on my farm had an EC (Electrical Conductivity) of 3,335 S/cm. Not the stuff you want to irrigate with, but a once or twice shot of two or 
three inches would cause no trouble.
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By Andrew Allentuck

In southwestern Manitoba, a 
couple we’ll call Phil, 63, and 
Mary, 58, have farmed grain 
for the last four decades. For 

Phil, the farm is a continuation of 
a family tradition with his parents 
and his brother. For 40 years, they 
have plowed all profits back into 
the farm. Today, they farm 4,000 
acres they own and another 1,000 
they rent. Phil’s son Harold, 33, 
and son-in-law Fred, 31, work on 
the farm as well. Phil and Mary are 
lucky that their children want to 
continue the operation.

Phil is feeling the effects of 40 
years of farming and wants to cut 
back his work. Harold and Fred 
want to do more work on the 
farm. In fact, they have recently 
bought a $1 million farm with 
borrowed funds. The family is 
prosperous, their farms success-
ful. But the very success of their 
operations has created a web of 
interlocking interests that has 

to be deconstructed in order to 
provide for a smooth and tax-
efficient transition of ownership 
to the new generation.

The problem is to untangle 
these complicated arrangements 
so that Phil can enjoy his $8 
million net worth in the farming 
operation. His equity is restricted 
by the partnership arrangement 
and the farm’s need for working 
capital. If Phil were to sell his 
interest today, it would trigger a 
huge tax bill of millions of dol-

lars. The problem comes down 
to getting out without unbear-
able costs.

Farm Financial Planner asked 
Don Forbes and Erik Forbes of Don 
Forbes Associates Inc./Armstrong 
& Quaile Inc., to work with the 
family. Don sees the problem as 
being resolved in stages.

The best way to unravel the 
ownership interests in the farm is 
to terminate the present partner-
ship, Don Forbes suggests. If the 
partners want to maintain a high 

level of tax deferability, then each 
partner should transfer his part of 
the farm equity to new individual 
operating companies. Each part-
ner would then receive a mix of 
common and preferred shares and 
shareholder loans for the contri-
bution of capital.

After four individual operating 
companies are created, then the 
former company owners should 
negotiate a joint venture agree-
ment to operate the farm and 
split proceeds according to a pre-
arranged plan. Land rent should 
be paid on all land farmed as a 
cost of production for the crops 
which are planted. Note that a 
joint venture agreement does not 
have the unlimited liability of a 
partnership.

Phil and Mary want $100,000 
after tax a year in retirement. The 
farm can’t produce that income 
and satisfy other obligations. So 
they will have to charge rent to 
be extracted from the operation. 
The ways to do that are complex 
but, if done right, they are tax 
efficient.

The rental income plan can 
be tied to a farm succession plan 
with a rent-to-own concept for 
Harold. He would take title to 
farm land with an agreement 
that fair market rent be paid to 
Phil and Mary. That title would 
be backed by a promissory note 
take back so that Phil and Mary 
would not be affected if Harold 
and his wife have a marital break-
down and division of property. 
Without the promissory note 
take-back, Harold’s wife could 
participate in the appreciation 
of the land in future and would 
have to be compensated in any 
divorce settlement, Erik Forbes 
points out.

Phil could also cash in his equity 
in the farming operation. After 
transition to the individual com-
panies is completed, Phil will have 
$4 million of equity in machinery, 
buildings, inventory and work-
ing capital. Phil can take $4,000 
a month tax-free from his share-
holder loan for living expenses. 
Additional sums can come from 
arrangements he will make with 
his three other partners.

The apportionment of land, 
buildings, working capital and 
tax planning for all of this should 
be done by a third party manage-
ment consultant or an account-
ant. The interests of each party 
should be disclosed and divided 
impartially by the third party 
to avoid future squabbles, Don 
Forbes says.

To get $100,000 a year after 
tax, Phil and Mary will need 
diverse income streams. The fig-
ures shown in the table above are 
monthly income sources from 
which they can obtain cash flow.

If Phil takes $4,000 a month 
from his shareholder loan, he 
would need only $120,000 
before tax to provide $100,000 
after tax, Don Forbes says. 
Corporate retained earnings 
can be distributed as taxable 
dividends with substantial tax 
already paid.

Phil and Mary have signifi-
cant off-farm investments. Mary 
has $604,000 in spousal mutual 
fund RRSPs. She has another 
$540,000 in a non-registered 
account. These assets can gen-
erate $4,000 a month at a 3.5 
per cent annual return. But 
some tailoring needs to be done. 
Bonds and bond funds as well 
as the bank account should be 
generated from within the RRSP 
and equities should be held in 
taxable accounts to make use of 
the dividend tax credit.

The Farm Land Capital Gains 
Tax Exemption will help Phil and 
Mary cut their tax bills. It can be 
used to raise the book value of 
the farm to market value when 
property is transferred to Harold. 
Phil and Mary will each be eligi-
ble for $800,000 of capital gains 
exclusion for a total value of 
$1.6 million immune from tax. 
The effect of the exemption is 
to lower the total tax cost of the 
transition dramatically. But there 
is more involved than just tax 
management.

Training Harold and Fred to 
run the farm and giving the 
incentive of growing equity in 
the joint venture is vital. As they 
take over, Phil and Mary will 
diminish their roles in the farm. 
Planning for this transition is 
vital, Don Forbes says. Moreover 
the joint venture agreement 
could be amended to free up 
money which would otherwise 
be lost in taxes. That money can 
be used to buy out the equity 
portion of holdings of Phil and 
Mary. After all interests are 
paid, their corporations can be 
amalgamated with Harold and 
Fred’s corporations, Don Forbes 
explains.

“Phil and Mary have done the 
right thing, that is, anticipat-
ing the problems in generational 
transfer and taking independent 
advice on how to make it work 
efficiently,” Don Forbes says. “If 
they take our advice and obtain 
independent counsel on farm 
valuation and asset value and if 
they take legal advice on asset 
protection, they can have their 
retirement with a six figure after 
tax income, a plan for farm suc-
cession, and a continuation of 
the family farm.”   †

Andrew Allentuck’s latest book, “When Can 
I Retire? Planning Your Financial Life After 
Work,” was published by Penguin Canada in 
January, 2011.

Farm financial planner

Untangling the farm tax knots
For a two-generation family actively farming a big spread, transition poses tax issues
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MONTHLY INCOME STREAMS

PHIL: CPP $800

MARY: RRIF $4,000

MARY: land rent $2,600

PHIL: shareholder loan $4,000

Land rent $10,280

Total income: $21,680



Understanding market bulls and bears

Market macro review for 2015
World grain supplies, politics, economics and weather can all have an influence on the price of your grain

In this column we’ll look 
at some macro issues that 
can and likely will influence 
grain markets in 2015 and 

beyond.

World supplies

•  Bumper crops in the U.S.
• � An average crop on top of 

a bumper crop last year in 
Western Canada.

• � Normal to above average 
production in the EU, but 
quality problems this year.

• � Russia/Ukraine production 
down due to acres not 
farmed in conflict region. 
Concerns over winter crop 
damage and question about 
how many acres will be 
seeded next spring with 
rising inflation and a  
falling Ruble.

• � South American crops look 
like bumper crops, with 
current growing conditions. 

World economic situation

• � China’s economic growth 
has been in a slow down for 
the past three years, down 
from what some were calling 
unsustainable highs.

• � India’s growth has been 
slowly climbing. India’s 

economy is destined to 
surpass China’s.

• � Japan’s economic growth  
has been flat or down for  
the last 10 years.

• � Russia’s economy is in 
turmoil with rising inflation 
and a crumbling currency.

World geopolitical  
situation

Russia/Ukraine tensions seem to 
be at a stalemate but the cold 
of winter may be keeping things 
under wraps. Disruptions in grain 
or fertilizer exports from this region 
could impact world prices for these 
commodities. To date, shipments 
from these regions are at or above 
normal yearly levels, but any esca-
lation of tension as we head into 

spring could have adverse effects 
on access to world fertilizer sup-
ply and price. Russia has increased 
interest rates from 10 to 17 per cent 
to help shore up a deflating Ruble.

Currencies

The U.S. dollar is on the rise. If 
this persists it would pressure grain 
prices lower. A lower Canadian 
dollar will help support our grain 
prices but makes buying inputs 
and machinery more expensive.

The Chinese Yuan is drifting 
lower, reducing China’s ability to 
buy, which is part of the reason for 
China’s economic slowdown.

The Japanese Yen remains slow. 
The Japanese government has deval-
ued it in an effort to re-stimulate the 
economy, with limited success.

The dramatic fall of the Russian 
Rubel is causing inflation and con-
cerns of rising food.

Fertilizer costs

Fertilizer prices are currently 
ranging from two to 10 per cent 
higher than a year ago. Prices are 
expected to remain level to down 
slightly through the winter with 
no real expectation of a big spring 
increase, as grain prices remain at 
five-year lows.

Winter transportation delays 
could be a wild card again this year. 
Russia is the world’s largest producer 
of fertilizer products, so if there is a 
disruption in shipping this spring, 
we could potentially face supply 
shortages and price hikes.

Oil prices, fuel prices

Oil prices have hit dramatic 
lows. This can have a negative 
economic impact on the world 
economy. The price of oil is drop-
ping but diesel fuel has not fol-
lowed suit. The ever-growing vol-
umes of commodities moving by 
rail and the logistics problems 
from last winter have pushed the 
demand for truck freight to all 
time highs.

However we freight it, diesel 
is the fuel of demand so I don’t 
see prices dropping anytime 
soon. However recent industry 
reports claim that there should 
be a price adjustment of $0.10 
to $0.20 per litre for to diesel in 
the New Year, so watch closely 
and be prepared to top up your 
tanks. 

How will tumbling oil prices 
impact economies in the oil pro-
ducing regions of the world?        
How might this benefit the major 
consuming countries? If they can 
spend less on fuel needs will they 
spend more on other consumables 
and or food stuffs? With grain 
prices at four- to five-year lows this 
would be a good time to stockpile 
if they are able to afford to do so.

Weather

El Niño seems to be well on 
its way to putting an end to the 
drought that has plagued the west 
coast region of the U.S. the past 
two to three years. The U.S. central 
and midwest are experiencing a 
very dry and cold winter which 
brings fears of potential winter kill.

South America is experiencing 
good growing conditions with 
timely rains and warm weather 
as they head into their traditional 
rainy season. 

Winter conditions across the EU 
and FSU region are dry and cold, 
so potential winter kill is a con-
cern there as well.

So what do we make of all of this 
information? Many variables and 
unknowns may influence grain 
prices, and there is no clear picture 
as to what may happen. The best 
thing you can do is stick to your 
marketing plan. Get your numbers 
in place, do your projections and 
determine your breakeven prices 
for the coming year, then set your 
pricing goals.   †

Brian Wittal has 30 years of grain industry 
experience, and currently offers market 
planning and marketing advice to farmers 
through his company Pro Com Marketing Ltd. 
(www.procommarketingltd.com).
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Equipment comparisons

Field fuel and service trailers
Grainews compared features on the different fuel transporters out on display 
at Canada’s Farm Progress Show in Regina last summer
By Scott Garvey

The large fuel capacity — and con-
sumption — on much of today’s 
farm equipment requires a new 
approach in order to keep those 

thirsty giants fed. To meet that need, several 
manufacturers have introduced the field fuel 
and service trailer concept. Along with a large-
capacity fuel tank, each brand has tagged a 
variety of associated service features onto the 
frame designed to help with field repairs.

Instead of buying a dedicated truck to han-
dle these tasks, the trailer allows farmers to 
get more use from their three-quarter or one 
ton truck. Just hook onto the trailer when 
you need to provide fuel or field service, then 
unhook it.

Although the basic design of most trailers 
is the same — fuel pumps and some storage 
at the front, a large, low-slung tank behind 
that and on some models a tool compart-
ment at the rear — the exact specifications 
vary a little between brands. 

We surveyed a sample of the field of trail-
ers on display at Canada’s Farm Progress 
Show in Regina in June to see how they stack 
up. Here is a look at the trailers we spotted on 
the show grounds and how their specifica-
tions compare.

Thunder Creek

Thunder Creek displayed its double-walled, 
990 U.S. gallon (3,748 litre) trailer that is avail-
able with a 435 (1,249 litre) DEF tank.

The 990-gallon version on display at the 
show rode on eight-bolt hubs connected to 
tridem axles with torsion suspension under 
eight-inch frame rails. A tandem-axle ver-
sion is also available, which doesn’t have 
a rear utility compartment. The fuel tanks 
are constructed of 10-gauge steel and the 
outer secondary tank has 110 per cent of 
the capacity of the inner primary in order to 
fully contain any leakage. It has an empty 
weight of 2,944 kg and a GVWR of 8,165 kg.

Standard transfer capacity with the 12-volt 
pump is 15 gallons per minute (GPM), that 
jumps to 25 with the optional gas-powered 
pump. A 25-foot hose length is standard, with 
an optional 50 foot choice. For DEF a nine 
GPM electric pump is standard and there is a 
gas-powered pump option here too.

For other service jobs, a front toolbox is 
available to add to the 1.2 cubic metre rear 
box. And you can stuff a welder-compres-
sor-generator system in that rear compart-
ment for even more capability.

Base price range, depending on the exact 
model is: US$22,480 to $34,625.

Website:  ThunderCreekEquip ment.com.

Meridian Manufacturing

Meridian’s Fuel Express trailer is available 
in three models, the basic, the Platinum 
Pro and the Platinum Pro Plus, each with 
increasing option levels.

All three carry 3,750 litres (825 Imperial 
gallons) with the option of a 208-litre DEF 
tank, or two DEF tanks for a total capacity of 
416 litres. The second DEF tank could also 
be used to carry a third liquid. 

A 12-volt transfer pump with 35 feet of 
hose is standard on the basic model. A 6.5 
horsepower gasoline-powered pump rated 
at 40 GPM and 50 feet of hose is available 
on the Platinum and Platinum Pro. And 
buyers can opt for a digital inline fuel meter 
to keep track of fill amounts.

“The nice feature with our tank versus 
some of the others on the market is if you 
don’t order it with DEF and two years down 
the road you need it, you can just bolt the 
tank on. We have a built-in space for it,” 
says Ken Pierson, oil and gas manager at 
Meridian Mfg. Group. “It makes it really 
nice that you can add it in later.”

The low profile design creates a low centre 
of gravity for stability during travel. The for-
ward compartment has 64 cubic feet of space 
for the pump, battery and DEF tank, and 
the option to install a front tool box if the 
trailer is equipped with only one DEF tank. 
Meridian says the Fuel Express is registered 
with Transport Canada as a UN Standard 
Mobile IBC (CAN/CGSB-43.146-2002).

The diesel tank is bolted to the frame and 
cushioned by rubber gaskets. Underneath 
are two 7,000 pound axles equipped with 
electric brakes. That increases to three on 
the Platinum Pro Plus model. And to keep 
it looking nice, the Fuel Express is protected 
by a baked on powder coat finish.

The rear utility box can be filled with 
a variety of equipment options, such as a 
welder-compressor-generator.

“The basic unit starts out at $25,900,” 
says Pierson. “When we go to our Platinum 
edition, it’s $29,900. When you go to the 
Platinum Pro, which would give you the 
utility box with nothing in it, would be 
$36,800.”

Website: www.meridianMFG.com.

Duo Lift Manufacturing

“They’re U.S. DOT compliant, Transport 
Canada compliant and United Nations com-
pliant,” says Paul Hottovy, director of sales 
and marketing for Duo Lift Manufacturing, 
about that company’s offering. “As far as we 
know we’re the only manufacturer in North 
America that meets all three of those criteria.” 

Every component of the trailer has to 
meet UN standards, Hottovy explains. This 
means the diesel trailers could potentially 
be used in emergencies abroad or within 
North America.

Trailers are available with a fuel tank 
capacity of 500, 750, or 1,000 U.S. gallons 
(1,892, 2,839 or 3,785 litres). DEF storage 
tanks are 50 or 100 gallons (189 or 378 litres).

The options list now includes a 120-volt 
heater blanket that wraps around the DEF 
tank. “So that gives a functionality from 
40 F to -10 F. Because diesel exhaust fluid 
can freeze,” says Hottovy. “But many of the 
modern tractors that are used in the winter 
need to still have DEF pumped into them 
next to their diesel fuel.”

Price range: US$15,000 to $35,000.
Website: www.duolift.com.

HitchDoc

HitchDoc offers its HFC (standard) mod-
els with 500, 750 or 990 U.S. gallon (1,892, 
2,839 or 3,748 litre) capacity. All three mod-
els ride on tandem, torsion axles. There are 
3,500 pound axles on the smallest version 
and 6,000 pound axles on the larger two. 
Total GVWR for each of the trailers is 7,000, 
12,000 and 12,000 pounds (3,181 and 5,454 
kilograms) respectively. Empty weight is 
2,700, 2,900 and 3,100 pounds (1,227, 
1,318 and 1,409 kilograms).

All standard trailers include a rear plat-
form for mounting equipment or a utility 
box. The mid-sized model is upgradeable, 
owners whose needs change can replace the 

750 gallon tank later on with a larger 990 
gallon version or add a DEF tank.

Recently, the company added the uprated 
XL Series to its line, which includes an 
upgrade to tridem axles and offers a wider 
range of field service capabilities. Behind the 
990 gallon tank there is a rear storage or tool 
compartment and a short rear deck to act as 
a workbench. That rear compartment can 
be filled with welder-compressor-generator. 
It also offers a 300 gallon (1,136 litre) DEF 
tank. On the three other HFC trailer models 
you can choose a 60 or 100 U.S. gallon (227 
or 378 litre) stainless steel DEF tank. 

“On the standard units, the 990 gallon 
trailer can have no DEF, 60 gallon or 100 
gallon DEF tanks,” says Todd Botterill of 
Botterill sales, HitchDoc’s Western Canadian 
distributor. “The 750 can have no DEF or a 
60 gallon tank. The 500 offers no DEF tank 
as standard. This is because the DEF tank 
compartment gets lower to match the lower 
profile of the tank, reducing DEF capacity. 
The 500 gal unit only has a 20 foot diesel 
hose, and no reel (because there is not 
enough room for it).”

“On the XL trailer the DEF tank area can 
have a 300 gallon DEF tank, up to 3, 100 
gallon tanks, or a 100 gallon DEF tank and 
up to two toolboxes,” he adds.

On all models a 110-volt DEF heater pack-
age is available to keep the fluid flowing 
in cold weather. The DEF pump includes a 
15-foot transfer hose, that can be extended 
to 25 feet as an option.

Fuel transfers through a standard 25 
GPM, 12-volt electric pump or an optional 
40 GPM gas pump with electric start. A solar 
panel charging kit is available as an option 
for electric pump models. A 35-foot diesel 
transfer hose with auto shut-off nozzle is 
standard.

“HitchDoc uses an IBC tank, meaning 
that it requires re-certification every five 
years as opposed to every 12 months like 
many other trailers,” adds Botterill.

Prices range from US$13,335, plus freight, 
customs and taxes, for a basic 990 trailer, to 
US$43,875, plus freight, customs and taxes, 
for a fully loaded 990 XL, like the model 
displayed at the show.

Website: www.HitchDoc.com.   †
Scott Garvey is machinery editor for Grainews. Contact 
him at Scott.Garvey@fbcpublishing.com.
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1.  Thunder Creek offers a double-walled 3,748 litre model with a 
long options list. 2.  Duo Lift offers three trailers with 1,892, 2,839 
or 3,785 litre capacities. 3.  Meridian Manufacturing offers a 3,750 
litre trailer available in three models with different option levels.  
4.  HitchDoc introduced its XL Series trailer in 2014, which offers 
a 3,748 litre tank, tridem axles and room for field service tools.

The Grainews e-QuipTV video 
crew was on hand during 
Canada’s Farm Progress Show 
in Regina in June, and they 

took a close look at the features of a 
typical field service trailer. To see the 
video go online to grainews.ca and 
click on the e-QuipTV heading under 
the “videos” link. Or go directly to 
http://www.grainews.ca/video/canad-
as-farm-progress-show-episode-3.   † 

Scott Garvey

Get a video  
look at a trailer
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Rules of the road

Farmers pulling fuel trailers must 
comply with additional regulations
Because fuel trailers carry large quantities, producers need to be  
aware of their additional legal obligations when pulling them

By Scott Garvey

With over 3,700 
litres of diesel fuel 
capacity in the 
largest field fuel 

and service trailers, transporting 
that much dangerous cargo (and 
diesel is a dangerous cargo) is an 
entirely different ballgame com-
pared to hauling a small slip tank 
in the back of a pickup truck. The 
small-amount dangerous cargo 
exemptions that apply to slip 
tanks that don’t exceed 450 litres 
won’t let farmers pulling fuel 

trailers off the hook when it 
comes to complying with trans-
port regulations.

To help you avoid a costly fine 
on the roadside, we asked those 
in the know at Transport Canada 
exactly what farmers hauling die-
sel in fuel trailers need to be 
aware of. Here are the questions 
we put to them and their exact 
answers:

The questions

Q1:  Which specific Transport 
Canada regulations are applicable?

The Transportation of Dangerous 
Goods (TDG) Regulations apply 
to anyone handling (loading, 
unloading), offering (preparing) 
for transport, or transporting 
any dangerous goods. Diesel fuel 
is considered dangerous goods in 
the TDG Regulations and all parts 
of the TDG Regulations apply. 
More information is available at: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/tdg/
clear-menu-497.htm.

Q2:  What construction stand-
ards apply (to trailers), e.g. single 
or double-wall tank construction?

Containers used to transport 

dangerous goods such as fuel are 
referred to as the means of con-
tainment and must meet certain 
safety standards as prescribed in 
Part 5 of the TDG Regulations. Part 
5 requires that anyone handling, 
offering for transport, or trans-
porting dangerous goods must 
use containers in accordance 
with Canadian General Standards 
Board  (CGSB)   or   Canadian 
Standards  Association  (CSA) 
standards. Along with the TDG 
Regulations, the standards indicate 
what containers are permitted for 
dangerous goods and prescribe 

the requirements for how they are 
used and maintained.

A container designed to carry 
3,785 litres of diesel fuel must 
currently comply with either 
safety standard CGSB 43.146 or 
CSA B621. An amendment to 
TDG Regulations coming into 
force on July 15, 2014, will add 
an additional safety standard — 
CSA B626-09. There will be a 
six-month transition period for 
the standard. This will result in 
a total of three different safety 
standards that a 3,785 litre 
capacity tank used to transport 
diesel fuel could be constructed 
to meet. The TDG Regulations do 
not require double-walled tanks 
for transporting diesel fuel.

Q3:  Do the trailers need to dis-
play a Transport Canada certifica-
tion label?

Markings applied to a stand-
ardized means of containment 
to indicate compliance with a 
safety standard are called cer-
tification safety marks. These 
marks identify container type, 
construction standards, the 
manufacturer, date of the last 
inspection or test and by whom, 
as well as the limits on how it 
can be used. Certification safety 
marks can be a design, symbol, 
device, letter, word, number, 
abbreviation, or a combination 
of these. Only facilities regis-
tered with Transport Canada 
are allowed to manufacture, 
assemble, re-qualify or repair 
a standard means of contain-
ment. Transport Canada issues 
a Certificate of Registration to 
each registered facility and also 
issues a registered mark that 
must be applied to each con-
tainer that the facility works on.

Periodic inspection and test-
ing (re-qualification) is required 
by the safety standards for most 
types of means of containment. 
A container subject to periodic 
re-qualification must not be filled 
nor refilled unless it is within its 
specified retest period.

In addition to the certifica-

The appropriate dangerous goods 
placards, similar to this one, must 
be displayed on farm fuel trailers 
transporting more than 450 litres 
of fuel, according to Transport 
Canada.
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1+1=3
I-Series + SwitchBlade = 3 Machines in 1

www.salfordgroup.com
Ontario, Canada
1-866-442-1293   

TRUE VERTICAL TILLAGE
I-SERIES (I-1100, I-1200, I-2100, I-4100) tools give you 
superior surface tillage and residue management in 
spring or fall.

MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS
SwitchBlade hydraulic shank attachments convert 
vertical tillage to fertilizer applicator or coulter chisel  
in seconds. It’s like three machines on one frame. 

*Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details or visit www.salfordgroup.com/financing.

I-SERIES –  Equipped for Deep Placement Dry Fertilizer Application

LEASE OR FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE!*

Country Chuckles
By jonny hawkins

“...And on top of that she’s my best producer.”
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PRICED FULLY-EQUIPPED, READY TO WORK!

7614F
THE ALL NEW

MAINTAINS HIGHEST CAPACITY

1-800-466-1197

MSRP$24,900.00$24,900.00
PRICED FULLY-EQUIPPED, READY TO WORK!

Price includes PTO, Nozzle, 36′ of hose, and a bin clean-up package!

UNBEATABLE
HIGHEST CAPACITY

PRICE AND
PERFORMANCE!

8’ HOSE LENGTH 42’ HOSE LENGTH

CORN 4500 Bu/Hr 3700 Bu/Hr

WHEAT 3900 Bu/Hr 3200 Bu/Hr

CAPACITY

*Capacity based on using Walinga suction lines and truck loading kit. 
Capacity will vary with condition of product.
Due to continuous product development, speci�cation are subject to change without notice.
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tion safety marks on a means 
of containment or a means of 
transport, Part 4 of the TDG 
Regulations requires safety marks 
to be displayed that identify the 
hazard of the dangerous goods 
being transported. These are 
commonly called placards and 
are displayed on each end and 
each side of a large means of con-
tainment with a capacity greater 
than 450 litres.

Q4:  What are the penalties for 
owners if trailers don’t comply?

It is an offence under the 
Transportation of Dangerous 
Goods Act (TDGA), 1992 to apply 
certification safety marks to a 
tank containing diesel fuel or 
fuel trailer that does not com-
ply with the applicable safety 
standard. Transport Canada 
Inspectors may use enforcement 
tools in order to ensure compli-
ance. Some examples of enforce-
ment tools include: a Detention 
Notice; a Notice of Direction Not 
to Import or Return to Origin; 
a ticket or prosecution. Section 
33 of the TDGA, 1992 provides 
for offences and punishments 
against those who fail to com-
ply with the Act and the TDG 
Regulations. Every person who 
commits an offence is liable on 
indictment, to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding two years, 
or is liable on summary convic-
tion, to a fine not exceeding 
$50,000 for a first offence, and 
not exceeding $100,000 for each 
subsequent offence.

Q5:  Does a driver need to have 
a valid transportation of danger-
ous goods training certificate?

Any person who handles 
(loads, unloads), offers (pre-
pares) for transport, or trans-
ports dangerous goods must 
be trained in accordance with 
the requirements of Part 6 of 
the TDG Regulations or operate 
under direct supervision of a 
trained person holding a valid 
training certificate. Anyone 
loading, unloading, preparing 
for transport, or transporting 
a tank containing diesel fuel 
or a fuel trailer must ensure 
that the proper dangerous goods 
documentation is prepared and 
accompanies the shipment. 
Information on training require-
ments is available on our web-
site (www.tc.gc.ca).   †
Scott Garvey is machinery editor for Grainews. 
Contact him at Scott.Garvey@fbcpublishing.com.
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New machinery

Piling  
it on
The AB18K Large Square 

Bale Spear, new to John 
Deere’s Frontier equip-
ment line, can move 

multiple large square bales in a 
single trip. Two spear sizes can 
handle and stack 3- or 4-foot 
bales. The welded components 
are made of high-tensile, heavy-
gauge steel and should provide 
years of dependable use even 
under tough field conditions, 
according to the company. The 
AB18K is compatible with John 
Deere’s H480 Series Loader.   †

Scott Garvey



New equipment
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Blue Works!

RUBIN 12
• 6 models available from 10’ to 20’ wide.

• Individual 29” concave, serrated discs.

• Designed to work at depths of 5” to 8”.

Manitoba  

Agcon Equipment 
Winnipeg (855) 222-9216

Ag West Equipment Ltd. 
Portage la Prairie (204) 857-5130
Neepawa (204) 476-5378

Avonlea Farm Sales 
Domain (204) 736-2893

Greenland Equipment Ltd. 
Carman (204) 745-2054

Nykolaishen Farm Equipment 
Swan River (204) 734-3466

Reit-Syd Equipment Ltd. 
Dauphin (204) 638-6443
 (877) 638-9610

Saskatchewan

All West Sales Partnership 
Rosetown (306) 882-2024

GlenMor Equipment LP 
Prince Albert (306) 764-2325

Lazar Equipment Ltd.
Meadow Lake (306) 236-5222

Nykolaishen Farm Equipment
Kamsack (306) 542-2814

Nykolaishen Ag Central 
Kamsack (306) 542-2411

R-J Sales & Service (1991) Ltd. 
Wadena (306) 338-2541

Tri Star Farm Services Ltd. 
Regina (306) 586-1603

Alberta  

Dennill’s Agricenter 
Dewberry (780) 847-3974
Vegreville (780) 632-2514

Hanlon Ag Centre 
Lethbridge (403) 329-8686

Pentagon Farm Centre 
Lacombe (403) 782-6873
Red Deer (403) 346-1815
Millet (780) 387-4747
Westlock (780) 349-3113
Dawson Creek (250) 719-7470

You’ve seen a neighbour do a good job at high speed with his blue disc.  
It’s time to call us and discover how Blue Works!

(800) 488-0115  |  www.LEMKEN.ca

RUBIN 9
• 19 models available from 8’ to 40’ wide.

• Individual 24” concave, serrated discs.

• Designed with 2 rebound harrows for 

uniform crumbling and leveling. 

HELIODOR
• 19 models available from 8’ to 40’ wide.

• Individual 18” concave, serrated discs.

• Lightweight for fast stubble cultivation 

and seedbed preparation.
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JD introduces new forage harvesters
The green brand replaces its previous 7000 Series SP forage harvester line with an updated 8000 Series SP

On display at the company’s Milwaukee media event, JD’s 8000 Series SP forage harvesters offer new 
technology and a fuel efficiency bump. 

By Scott Garvey

One of the new prod-
ucts John Deere’s 
marketing reps were 
proud to introduce 

to dealers and the farm media 
this past summer at a conven-
tion in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
was an updated line of self-pro-
pelled forage harvesters. The new 
8000 Series replaces the previous 
7000s and offers more built-in 
technology.

The new five-model line covers 
the 380 to 626 horsepower range. 
This time all models are powered 
with Deere’s own engines. The 
9-litre diesel provides the drive 
for the two smallest, 380 and 
430 horsepower, models. From 
there the 13.5-litre Deere engine 
takes over.

And the brand incorporated 
some new features into the 8000 
Series to ensure operators can not 
only find out as much as possible 
about the feed going through the 
machine, but easily manage its 
operation.

“The 8000 Series builds upon 
the best features of our popular 
7000 Series Self-Propelled Forage 

Harvesters,” says Shaun Fritchey, 
marketing representative, John 
Deere Ottumwa Works. “This 
new series integrates cutting-
edge crop analysis and docu-
mentation with an innovative 
machine design to provide supe-
rior efficiency, reliability and 
crop quality.”

Deere has matched its 
DuraDrum cutter heads to the 
machine horsepower ratings 
and also offers KernelStar tech-
nology for corn-silage process-
ing. The AutoLOC (automatic 
length of cut) feature lets the 
operator dial in the precise cut-
ting length based on the exact 
forage conditions. In addition, 
the new machines offer Deere’s 
Harvest Lab and HarvestDoc tech-
nologies. And of course there are 
also the brand’s other software 
applications linked to its online 
FarmSight platform that provide 
ready access to equipment and 
agronomic information.

To help cut costs, Deere claims 
the 8000 Series models are up to 
18 per cent more fuel efficient 
than their predecessors.   †
Scott Garvey is machinery editor for Grainews. 
Contact him at Scott.Garvey@fbcpublishing.com.
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keep it going

By Scott Garvey

Anyone who ventured 
into the centre of 
Case IH’s display at 
Canada’s Outdoor Farm 

Show in Woodstock, Ontario, in 
September was rewarded for their 
efforts with a real surprise. The 
company had chosen to display a 
few classic Case and International 
Harvester tractors surrounded 
by examples of it’s new equip-
ment. And the most unique trac-
tor in that group of classics was 
a nearly perfect example of a 
very rare 1971, 970 Case Golden 
Demonstrator.

Owned by a private collector, 
the 970 was displayed with a copy 
of its original factory build sheet 
proving it did, indeed, leave the 
factory as an original Golden 
Demonstrator, or Black Knight as 
they were also known.

This tractor has lived a relatively 
leisurely life, with on 5,642 hours 
showing on the tach.

Although standard production 
70 Series models were initially 
painted “Desert Sand” (tan), lim-
ited edition Demonstrators were 
given the unique black and gold 
paint scheme as a marketing tool 
to draw attention to the new 
design, which was introduced in 
1970. Case wanted farmers to get 
behind the wheels of the dem-
onstration models, try them out 
and exprience the comfort for 
themselves. 

These were the first models 
from Case to make a serious effort 
at creating a comfortable envi-
ronment for the operator, with 
air conditioned and quiet — or 
relatively quiet for the time — 
cabs. Case’s advertising in the day 
claimed the cab was “as quiet as 
your living room with the kids at 
school.”

Efforts aimed at operator com-
fort on the previous 30 Series Case 
models, which were discontinued 
in 1969, were limited to adding 
a padded seat with suspension 
and painting the name “Comfort 
King” on the side panels.

According to the Farm 
Equipment Guide, the cabbed 
970s debuted with a price tag of 
US$19,490. Using the Bank of 
Canada’s inflation rate calcula-
tor, it would cost today’s equiva-
lent of about CAN$115,560, not 
accounting for the difference in 
exchange rates.   †

Scott Garvey is machinery editor for Grainews. 
Contact him at Scott.Garvey@fbcpublishing.com.

Left:  This 1971, 970 Golden Demonstrator on display at 
Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show in Woodstock, Ontario, in 
September showed only 5,642 hours on the tach. Right:  An 
example of Case’s advertisements in the early 1970s
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brandt.ca     1-866-427-2638

DESIGNED TO DO MORE.
With a 1300 bushel tank, HP auger technology, and Brandt’s corner auger design for 
unmatched visbility, reach and clearance, the Brandt 1322XR GrainCart is built to 
maximize your harvest potential.  That’s Powerful Value. Delivered.

period: 
Offer valid until January 31, 2015

Some restrictions apply. See your local Brandt dealer 
or visit thanksabillion.ca for more details. 

2000$

RE
BA

TE

1322XR  
GRAINCART

model:

$1500 Rebate on 1022XR Grain Cart
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Classic Case on display
Rare 1971 “Golden 
Demonstrator” model at 
Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show

photos: scott garvey



Project CJ3A

Our restoration project  
moves to the body shop
Attention turns to the main body sheet metal  
on our longterm Jeep rebuild
By Scott Garvey

We’ve rebuilt the 
suspension, drive-
shafts, axles and 
brakes, installed a 

new clutch and even fixed a bul-
let hole. Now, we can begin to see 
the finish line off in the distance 
as our Jeep restoration, Project 
CJ3A, works toward completion. 
It’s finally time to turn our atten-
tion to the main body tub. Once 
this is repaired we move into the 
paint shop and then, thankfully, 
final assembly. Project CJ3A has 
been sitting in the workshop for 
several months and we’re getting 
anxious to see it finished.

We knew the Jeep body was in 
rough shape, but when we removed 
the fuel tank, which is under the 
driver’s seat, and the toolbox that is 
the base for the passenger seat, there 
wasn’t much sheet metal between 
us and the ground. Fred Flintstone 
might have been happy with a vehi-
cle that had no floor, but not us. 
The body tub was well and truly 
a basket case. It required days and 
days worth of work to save it.

We considered just ordering a 
completely new body (roughly 
US$3,000). Somehow, though, 
that didn’t seem right. We wanted 
to restore the Jeep, not replace 
it. So in true Grainews style, we 
traded hours of labour for reduced 
parts costs. We set to work cutting 
out the rotten parts of the body 

and replacing them with shiny 
new steel. We ordered some new, 
preformed repair parts and hand 
fabricated others.

As we cut out the rusted floor 
we had to be careful not to take 
out too much metal at once. That 
would have risked losing the cor-
rect shape of the body, meaning 
we’d lose the proper dimensions 
because it could deform without 
enough support.

That would be a disaster, because 
the rebuilt body would then end 
up twisted and the body mount-
ing points wouldn’t match the 
chassis. Therefore, we were careful 
to leave some structural compo-
nents in place as we cut others out 
for replacement. Although, the 
severe rust meant the structural 
body parts were already feeble at 
best — even before we fired up the 
plasma cutter. Replacing one part 
at a time helped minimize the risk 
of distortion and paid off in the 
end, leaving our restored body 
with the correct dimensions.

To double check everything was 
true, we test fitted the body on 
the chassis before we fully welded 
in the floor structural supports. 
And as we suspected the whole 
thing needed a little tweaking to 
get all the bolt holes to line up. 
That wasn’t surprising, because we 
were using aftermarket replacement 
parts on a 60-plus-year-old vehicle. 
There was bound to be some devia-
tion from the original factory specs. 

Once everything was right, we fired 
up the welder and burned all the 
parts permanently into place.

In all, we had to hand form a 
dozen or more sheet metal patches 
to weld in after cutting out sec-
tions of the body that looked 
like Swiss cheese. Some of them 
involved complex shapes, so it was 
a time consuming process. 

We ordered two new floor pans 
from our parts supplier. We could 
have created them ourselves, but 
because so much of the original 
body was rusted away and some-
one had jerry-rigged repairs in the 
past, we didn’t know exactly how 
engineers originally intended them 
to mate with the rest of the body. 
Getting properly formed replace-
ments gave us that information, 
making their cost money well spent. 

After all the new sheet metal 
was welded onto the body, we 
turned our attention to covering 
the weld joints with body filler to 
ensure the paint will look smooth 
and even over the repair. But we 
only want a very thin layer of 
that, and only where we abso-
lutely need it. Filler isn’t meant to 
be a replacement for metal.

A couple of days of block sand-
ing left the repair joints looking 
smooth and even. Then we rolled 
the body into the paint shop. 
We’ll show you how that went 
next time.   †
Scott Garvey is machinery editor for Grainews. 
Contact him at Scott.Garvey@fbcpublishing.com.

What we started with. Once we removed the fuel tank and under-seat 
tool box, there wasn’t much left. Most of the floor panels and body 
support frame were rusted so badly there were large holes. The entire 
body was unsafe.

Here’s the after picture, which is the result of about two weeks worth 
of work in the shop, two bottles of MIG shielding gas, dozens of feet of 
welding wire, and over a dozen new patches along with some primer. 
The floor is in and soon the body will be ready to move to the paint shop

The repair sections we welded in were a combination of hand fabricated 
patches made from 18-gauge sheet metal and replacement panels from 
a parts supplier.

Before permanently welding the body support brackets in place, the 
body was test fitted back on the chassis to ensure all the mounting 
points lined up.
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Twister’s series of 4" wide corrugated grain bins range in size up to 105' in diameter. 
Our bins now offer more flat bottom farm storage and are manufactured using state-
of-the-art technology. Contact your local dealer today to find out why Twister bins are 
bigger and better.

We don’t just make the best looking hopper bottom grain bins in the industry, they’re easy to use as well. G115 Galvanized 
Coated steel and powder coat paint make for an attractive finish while the complete cleanout design saves you back 
breaking labour. The 3" Corrugated Twister Hopper Bottom Bin comes standard with a bin to ground ladder, forty degree 
slope bolt together cone, manhole and rack and pinion gate. For all 3" Corrugated models, a steel skid is available for a 
quick foundation. The 4" Corrugated Twister Hopper Toppers come standard with a large 40" filler cap and are available in 
stiffened and unstiffened models ranging from 15' to 27' in diameter.

800.565.2840   |   twister.ca
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History and folklore 
handed down through 
many centuries illus-
trate the cruel reality of 

wolves. People in most countries 
still have a healthy respect and 
fear of wolves since these big car-
nivores are a competing predator 
who doesn’t hesitate to eat us as 
well. But during the past century 
in North America there has been 
a deliberate attempt to create new 
fairy tales about wolves as noble 
creatures, essential to the “balance 
of nature” and in need of protection 
from humans.

A recently published book, 
note The Real Wolf, is a compi-
lation of facts, history, science/
biology of wolves and the eco-
nomic impact these predators 
are making in rural communities. 
The purpose of this book is to 
explain how people have been 
misled about wolves, and to pro-
vide an encyclopedia of facts and 

resources, history and real life 
stories about wolves.

Ted Lyon (a Texas trial law-
yer with a love of the outdoors 
and wildlife) and Will Graves 
(who became interested in dis-
eases carried and spread by wild 
canines and wrote Wolves in 
Russia: Anxiety Through the Ages) 
collaborated with several other 
writers to put this book together. 
The main goal is to separate fact 
from fiction about wolves and 
show the flaws in the Endangered 
Species Act in the U.S. — and the 
falsehoods upon which the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service based 
their actions when they turned 
Canadian wolves loose in the cen-
tral Rocky Mountains of Idaho 
and Wyoming.

One reviewer says that what 
began at least 100 years ago as 
a deliberate attempt to change 
the minds of children cannot be 
reversed in one book, but as far 
as correcting the new fairy tales 
about gray wolves, The Real Wolf 
is a strong first step. “It should be 
required reading for all wildlife 
managers and biologists.”

Several researchers and scien-
tists contributed to this book, 

including Dr. Valerius Geist, a 
leading ethologist (studying the 
behavior of animals) and pro-
fessor emeritus University of 
Calgary; Dr. Tom Bergerud, the 
world’s leading authority on cari-
bou; and Dr. Matthew Cronin, 
a research professor of Animal 
Genetics at the University of 
Alaska in Fairbanks.

THE CRUEL SIDE OF NATURE

In the first chapter, Ted Lyon 
includes interviews with ranchers. 
Montana rancher Justin O’Hair 
told Lyon about a young Angus 
calf he found with its entrails 
hanging out, and a wolf 100 yards 
away. Often the ranchers in his 
area simply find an ear tag but no 
carcass. Wolves also maim their 
victims in some attacks, without 
eating them.

In Chapter 6, Dr. Geist, one of the 
world’s leading experts on wolves, 
described an episode in which his 
neighbour’s cattle crashed through 
fences while trying to escape a wolf. 
“I found two cattle killed and eaten 
by wolves; a third was severely 
injured around the genitals, udder 
and haunches and had to be put 

down. I saw docked tails, slit ears 
and wounded hocks on the dairy 
cows. Our neighbour’s hired man 
saw a wolf attacking a heifer with a 
newborn calf. He raced out and put 
the calf on his quad. As he raced to 
the barn, the wolf ran alongside, 
lunging at the calf, right into the 
barn! A predator control officer was 
called, and 13 wolves were removed 
within a mile of our house.”

The increasing boldness of 
wolves in his neighbourhood 
spurred Geist to look for other 
situations in which wolves lost 
their fear of humans. “Two wolves 
in June 2000 severely injured a 
camper on Virgas Island just off 
the coast of Vancouver Island. 
These wolves became tame before 
the attack — they nipped at the 
clothing of campers, licked their 
exposed skin, and ate wieners 
from their hands,” said Geist.

A later chapter reports the 
results of research on five New 
Mexico Ranches showing the 
dramatic increase in losses after 
wolves moved into the area. One 
rancher could not afford these 
losses, sold his remaining herd 
and went out of business.

The Real Wolf consists of 21 
chapters, looking at the history, 
politics, science, economics and 
legal battles involved in the wolf 
issue, along with stories from peo-
ple directly affected by wolves. The 
facts in this book are backed up by 
460 references, footnotes and links 
to sources for readers to double 
check or expand on the details.

DIVIDED VIEW ON WOLVES

Idaho’s Governor “Butch” Otter 
wrote the epilogue for The Real Wolf 
and says there have been very few 
issues during his 40 years in public 
life that have provoked the raw pas-
sion of so many people from around 
the world. “I was deluged with some 
of the nastiest, most disparaging 
and truly hateful letters, emails and 
phone calls from well-meaning but 
badly misinformed folks, who saw 
wolves only as big, beautiful dogs 

harmlessly pursuing their majestic 
lives in the trackless wild.” These 
people argue that wolves are an 
essential and misunderstood part of 
the Rocky Mountain ecosystem and 
claim that they should roam freely 
in the Idaho Wilderness.

“The problem is that wolves 
don’t stay put,” writes Otter. 
“Their enormous range, high 
reproduction rate, and insatiable 
hunger for ungulates inevitably 
draw them out of the woods to 
interface with man. As their num-
bers spiraled far beyond expecta-
tions, so did the conflicts, and so 
did my determination to manage 
wolves as we do any other species 
— with an eye toward the bigger 
picture, of a balanced ecosystem 
that includes man. It is my sin-
cere hope that The Real Wolf will 
help open some eyes to prob-
lems with the Endangered Species 
Act — a once well-intentioned 
but incredibly flawed law that 
undermines the real interests and 
values of conservation by placing 
the well-being of humans and 
their livelihoods far down the 
food chain,” he wrote. †
Heather Smith Thomas ranches with her 
husband Lynn near Salmon, Idaho. Contact 
her at 208-756-2841. Heather wrote one of 
the chapters for The Real Wolf , telling about 
ranchers’ experiences with wolves, the losses 
they’ve suffered, and the emotional toll this 
is taking on ranchers and rural communities.

WILDLIFE PREDATION

BOOK REVIEW

Wolves force rancher to  
change calving season
BY LEE HART

For the past few years B.C. 
rancher Werner Stump 
has been calving out his 
commercial cow herd in 

November — mostly indoors — 
weaning calves in the spring, then 
putting them on grass and feed at 
home for the summer, with plans 
to market them in October — pri-
marily because of wolves.

Stump, whose family has been 
ranching at Malakwa, east of 
Sicamous for more than 40 years, 
says they use to run calves with 
their mothers in a more traditional 
summer and fall grazing season 
until losses due to wolf predation 
became too great.

“The last year we had calves 
out on summer range with their 
mothers we estimated our losses 
due to wolves at about 10 per 
cent,” says Stump. “About the 
only option we had if we wanted 

to keep going and prevent losses 
was to switch the calving season 
and keeps calves at home.”

Stump, along with his parents 
Kurt and Hermine Stump, run 
about 200 head of Simmental/
Angus cross on their ranch in 
the Shuswap area of B.C. Their 
farm headquarters is on the 
valley bottom and cattle are 
trailed to summer grazing on 
Crown land, consisting mainly 
of native and some tame grasses 
on logged cutblocks at higher 
elevations.

Predation losses were minimal 
for many years, but then as wolf 
numbers began to increase, so did 
calf losses.

While it takes more manage-
ment and increases production 
costs, Stump switched to fall calv-
ing. The farm headquarters is in a 
high-snowfall area, so the herd is 
kept close in with most cows calv-
ing in the barn. The calves remain 

inside for one to two weeks before 
being moved with their mothers 
to a feed yard.

“In this part of the country, 
with high snowfall, we are feed-
ing from November to May,” 
says Stump. The cow herd begins 
calving in November and is fed 
through until May.

Calves are usually weaned in 
June and put on pasture at home, 
while the cows are moved to sum-
mer pasture on Crown range. The 
calves remain on pasture and then 
are provided supplemental feed in 
late summer and early fall before 
being shipped in October.

He says while it is not an ideal 
system, it is workable. Calf losses 
due to predation have been elimi-
nated, and although the wolf pop-
ulation is still plentiful, they don’t 
seem to bother the cow herd.   †

Lee Hart is editor of Cattleman’s Corner based 
in Calgary. Contact him at 403-592-1964 or by 
email at lee@fbcpublishing.com.

The Real Wolf, is a compilation of 
facts, history, science/biology of 
wolves and the economic impact 
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Book gives the facts about wolves

 Cattleman’s Corner

Top:  Calves on the Stump farm 
east of Sicamous, B.C. on feed in 
early October just prior to being 
shipped. Range for the cow herd is 
at the top and behind the mountain 
in the background. The country 
can grow grass, but it is also good 
habitat for wolves. Left:  Werner 
Stump on one of the new cutblocks 
that will be used for summer 
pasture. The story on developing 
that pasture will be featured later 
this winter in Grainews.

heather
smith
thomas

Western wolf numbers stable or increasing

photos: lee hart

B.C. hunter Bryce Bostock bagged this wolf east of 
Cranbrook last year and the hide later became a 
wolf rug. Even with an estimated annual harvest of 
about 1,400 wolves, provincial biologists say the wolf 
population is increasing.

There doesn’t appear to be any par-
ticular shortage of the gray wolf in 
Western Canada, and in fact in some 
regions it would be argued there are 

too many. Livestock producers in different 
parts of the country report varying degrees of 
losses due to an increasing number of wolves.

Recent published numbers for wolf popula-
tions across Western Canada estimate there 
are about 8,500 wolves in B.C. (although one 
source reported that could range from 5,300 to 
11,600 wolves).

In Alberta it is estimated there are about 
7,000 gray wolves, with the population increas-
ing, in Saskatchewan the population is sta-
ble estimated at about 3,000 wolves, and in 
Manitoba the population is again said to be sta-
ble with between 4,000 and 6,000 wolves. †



Keepers & Culls

Saskatchewan 
rancher lands on 
his feet in B.C.

Again I have demonstrated 
I will go to any lengths to 
get the facts of a story. 
Last fall took me to a 

small lake in the B.C. interior on a 
journey to find out what happens 
to Saskatchewan ranchers when 
they move away from the Prairies. 

It was on the dock at Batstone Lake 
that I met former Saskatchewan 
rancher Jim O’Connor who left 
the homestead near Sceptre, Sask. 
30 years ago to see what ranch-
ing was like in B.C. He and his 
wife Heather established the 7 1/2 
Diamond Ranch, about half-way 
between Princeton and Merritt.

The O’Connors ran about 
1,000 head of yearlings on the 
bunchgrass Crown range of the 
Thompson-Nicola region for 
many years. Word is a highway 
construction project cut through 
the area a few years ago, requiring 
Jim to sell some of his property 
and leading him to downsize the 
ranching operation.

Today, they still run about 200 
head of yearlings, but have turned 
the remaining ranch property into 
a guest ranch, complete with guest 
cabins and a private lake with some 
pretty good fishing for rainbow 
trout. You can learn more about it 
at www.guestranchbc.com.

I landed there with some fish-
ing partners on a trip organized 
by Kelowna fishing guide Rod 
Henning. Henning takes fishermen 
on a wide range of fishing experi-
ences throughout the Okanagan 
and we were on the mountain lake 
fly fishing excursion — more details 
at  www.kelownafishing.com. 
Henning, who has an arrangement 
with O’Connor brings fishing par-
ties to the calm and productive 
waters of Batstone Lake. 

Batstone is a tea-colored, creek 
fed lake, only about 10 to 12 
acres in area, with a maximum 
depth of 33 feet, but with plenty 
of freshwater shrimp to support a 
healthy and growing population 
of Kamloops rainbow trout. It is 

all catch and release, so you put 
everything back, but it is still fun 
to be out there on a beautiful fall 
morning, drifting along in the 
peace and calm waiting for the 
inevitable strike. 

We all had success in landing a 
few fish, and then if was off to the 
ranch saloon for a great catered 
Greek lunch. But there was no rest 
for the wicked as later it was off to 
learn what Okanagan Valley farm-
ers could possibly do with 10,000 
acres of grapes, but more on that 
story another day.

If you’re looking for a little get-
away that’s not far from home 
check out the details on either the 
websites above. And if you make it 
to the 7 1/2 Diamond Ranch you 
can catch a few fish, and discover 
that when you are ready there is 
life after cattle. 

Have you tried  
Kura clover?

A reminder that there is a wide 
range and increasing amount 
of useful information on the 
ForageBeef.ca website. For exam-
ple, here is an excerpt from a 
recently posted report on worked 
completed a few years ago by 
University  of  Saskatchewan 
researchers Bruce Coulman and 
Jim Romo on the potential of kura 
clover for rejuvenating a pasture. 
You can go to the foragebeef web-
site for more details. 

“Kura clover (Trifolium ambigu-
um) is a persistent legume which 
is able to spread under heavy graz-
ing because of its rhizomatous 
growth habit. It is considered to be 
more drought tolerant than other 
pasture legumes such as birdsfoot 
trefoil (Lotus corniculatus L.) and 
white clover (Trifolium repens L.). 
Numerous studies in the northern 
United States and Eastern Canada 
have demonstrated the excellent 
persistence and high nutritive 
value of kura clover. Despite these 
advantages, kura clover has not 
been widely utilized due to the dif-
ficulty of establishing this species 
and the high cost of seed. Prior to 

the present study, kura clover had 
not been evaluated in the semi-
arid climate of Saskatchewan. 

“The overall objective of this 
study was to evaluate the adapta-
tion, yield and nutritive value of 
kura clover in mixtures with spring 
or fall planted perennial grasses at 
two locations in Saskatchewan. 

“The study was conducted at 
Saskatoon under rainfed condi-
tions and at Outlook under irri-
gation. Two commercially avail-
able kura clover cultivars, Rhizo 
and Endura, were seeded in pure 
stands and mixtures with smooth 
(Bromus inermis Leyss.), hybrid 
and meadow brome (Bromus 
riparius Rehm.), and diploid and 
tetraploid crested wheatgrass 
(Agropyron cristatum L.). 

“The grass and clover mixed 
stands were either seeded together 
in the spring, or the grass was fall 
dormant seeded into spring seeded 
kura clover. “Establishment of kura 
clover was generally good in all 
treatments at Saskatoon, with the 
few gaps in the plots filled in by 
the spreading rhizomes by 2005. 
At Outlook, establishment of kura 
clover was poorer; however, by 
2005, the kura clover plants had 
filled in many of the gaps in the 
plots by spreading rhizomes. 

“Pure-stand dry matter yields of 
kura clover ranged from 4.5 to 6.7 
t/ha, with no differences in yield 
between the two cultivars. In alfalfa 
trials of the same age at these sites, 
mean yields were 6.5 to 10.1 t/ha at 
Saskatoon, and 11.1 to 14.4 t/ha at 
Outlook. Thus, the yield potential 
of kura clover is considerably lower 
than that of alfalfa. 

“Crude protein concentrations 
of pure stands of kura clover were 
highly variable, ranging from 10.9 
to 21.2 per cent, even though 
all were all samples were similar 
in maturity. NDF concentrations 
were also variable, ranging from 
20.9 to 37.9 at cut 1 and 22.5 to 
33.6 at cut 2. ADF ranged from 
15.8 to 20.5 at cut 1 and 17.3 to 
23.5 at cut 2; these are very low 
values relative to other legumes.

“Pastures or crop rotations would 
benefit from the traits reported for 
Kura clover. The long-lived legume 
persists under grazing while other 
legumes do not. Because of its rhi-

zomatous growth habit, Kura clo-
ver is able to spread after planting 
and under heavy grazing pressure. 
Nutritional value of this plant is 
excellent and often higher than 
other legumes. Kura clover may also 
be more tolerant of drought than 
white clover or birdsfoot trefoil…”

The researchers noted the crop 
does have some limitations, but 
for adventurous pasture managers 
out there, it may be worth a look. 

Hay quality and  
price in Manitoba

John McGregor, an extension sup-
port specialist with the Manitoba 
Forage and Grassland Association, 
presented a report in late December 
on the quality and price of hay in 
Manitoba after a challenging year 
for hay production.

“With parts of the province hav-
ing experienced excess moisture 
and flooding, the Manitoba gov-
ernment announced a feed pur-
chase and transportation assist-
ance program,” says McGregor. 
For more information on these 
programs, read about the 2014 
Canada-Manitoba Forage Shortfall 
and Transportation Assistance 
Initiative at http://news.gov.
mb.ca/news/index.html?item=332
10&posted=2014-11-12. 

HAY QUALITY 

“Landmark Feeds and Central 
Testing Labs were kind enough to 
provide me with some summary 
information on forage tests this 
year. Looking at some of the data 
one can see the difficulty that 
producers had in taking a first 
cut of hay, average first-cut alfalfa 
hay had a relative feed value 
(RFV) of 116 compared to silage 
and baleage which averaged 146. 
Second- and third-cuts were 146 
and 160. Baleage and silage were 
10 points higher which is what 
you would expect to gain with a 
shorter curing period. 

“Alfalfa/grass first-cut averaged 
98 RFV with second- and third-cut 
RFVs similar to alfalfa. Not unex-
pected as these cuts normally con-
tain a high percentage of alfalfa. 
Grass hay had RFVs of 91 for first 
cut and 114 for second cut. 

Looking at feed test results and 
averages, in general feed quality 
isn’t that bad. 

Unfortunately the numbers are 
averages and therefore for every 
good sample there is an opposing 
poorer sample. When purchasing 
hay this year buyers need to be 
aware of this possibility and have 
their feed tested to ensure that 
their livestock are receiving ade-
quate levels of nutrition to meet 
their needs. 

HAY PRICES 

“Looking at forage prices (in 
December) there does seem to be a 
little change to hay prices. 

“This may in part be due to sea-
sonal change or it may be due to 
other factors. 

“The western portion has alfal-
fa in the seven to nine cents/lb. 
range; alfalfa/grass is in the five to 
5.5 cents/lb. range and beef hay 
(grass) has moved up and is priced 
at 3.5 to five cents/lb. depending 
on quality. Native hay is priced at 
2.5 to three cents/lb. Good demand 
for hay by producers holding back 
calves for expansion is keeping 
prices steady. 

“Prices seem unchanged in the 
Interlake region with alfalfa in 
the eight to 12 cents/lb. range; 
alfalfa/grass ranging from 3.5 to 
5.5 cents/lb. and grass hay at 2.5 
to five cents/lb. Mostly producers 
are procuring grain type products 
such as grain corn, cracked corn, 
pellets to stretch out feed supplies. 
There are some listings for hay but 
prices are not listed. 

“The eastern area continues to 
report a hay surplus. Dairy hay 
is at eight cents/lb. and higher, 
alfalfa/grass hay on Kijiji is adver-
tised at 3.5 to 4.5 cents/lb. and 
beef grass/hay has moved up and 
is now listed at 3.5 to 5.5 cents. 

“The Central portion has dairy 
quality hay on Kijiji advertised 
at seven cents/lb., up from last 
month’s 5-6 cents. Other sources 
have alfalfa/hay at five cents/lb. 
and beef hay at three to four 
cents/lb.” †

McGregor had assistance from Linda Fox, 
Alistair Pethick, Darren Chapman, Alvin Plett 
and Curt Bossuyt in collecting and compiling 
this information. 

Left:  Batstone isn’t a big lake, but with stocked Okanagan rainbow trout 
it provides many visitors with a successful day of fishing. Right:  Jim 
O’Connor, owner of 7 1/2 Diamond Ranch near Merritt, B.C. now enjoys 
guest ranching. 
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Once the threat of heat 
stress is over and 
autumn quickly turns 
into a long Canadian 

winter, we tend to forget that 
water is still important for the 
health and performance of high-
milk-producing dairy cows. After 
all, water makes up 65 per cent 
of their bodies and milk is 87.5 
per cent water. Producers should 
make a conscious effort to clean all 
water troughs and other waterers 
periodically and providing high-
quality drinking water to cows on 
the milk-line.

Leave it to Mother Nature, who 
says there is absolutely no substi-
tute for good drinking water for 
dairy cows in winter. She dictates 
that a mature dairy cow must drink 
a lot of water, which provides about 
90 per cent of the cow’s overall 
water requirements for vital func-
tions as well as supports good milk 
production, while a small remain-
der comes from moisture found in 
her lactation diet.

Although, the actual amount of 
water depends on the dairy cow’s 
age, health status, body size, and 
milk production; water consump-
tion by most milk cows during 
a typical lactation cycle can be 
estimated with relative accuracy in 
two major ways: (1) provide four 
to five litres of water for every one 
kilo of dry matter feed consumed 
or (2) provide three to 3.5 litres 
of water for every litre of milk 
produced.

A typical water consumption 
chart for lactating dairy cows is as 
illustrated: 

While supplying water is the 
first step, producers must then 
accommodate the natural behav-
iours and preferences of cattle to 
encourage frequent drinking visits 
for optimum water consumption.

AT WATER TROUGH 30 
MINUTES PER DAY

University research observations 
have shown that dairy cows spend 
approximately six to eight hours 
per day at the feed bunk, and a 
nominal total of 20 to 30 min-
utes per day drinking water. They 
also demonstrated that most dairy 
cows prefer to do the majority of 
their drinking time, right after 
exiting the milking parlor. Cows 
have been shown to consume 

about 50 to 60 per cent of their 
daily water intake within an hour 
after each milking.

These facts highlight that good 
design and placement of any 
water system should help optimize 
water consumption by the lactat-
ing dairy herd. For example, in a 
free-stall loafing barn, it is recom-
mended that at least two feet of 
trough space be provided per 20 
cows and at a height of about 24 
to 30 inches off the floor. The tank 
should also have enough depth 
that allow cows to submerge their 
muzzles by a couple of inches.

Furthermore, a freestall trough 
should be placed near the milk-
ing parlour exit and within 20 
metres of the feed bunk or at the 
cross-alleys in the barn. Tanks 
should also have a recovery fill 
rate of about 30 to 40 litres per 
minute. Since most troughs are 

metal (plastic ones are becoming 
popular), each tank should be 
occasionally checked to be free of 
stray voltage.

Along with the planned-out 
accessibility, drinking water for lac-
tating dairy cows must be high 
quality and good tasting. Although, 
much water of questionable quality 
(re: high salinity) is often non-life 
threatening, it can still have a nega-
tive effect upon other aspects of 
otherwise well-balanced dairy nutri-
tion, namely; decrease normal feed 
digestion and/or lower essential 
nutrient uptake for optimum milk 
production. As a result the potential 
for good milk production might be 
lost due to ignoring or failing to 
take appropriate corrective action.

Water samples from incoming 
water sources should be taken on 
a seasonal basis (including winter) 
to determine actual water qual-

ity entering the dairy barn. Proper 
sample bottles and procedures for 
collecting water samples should 
be obtained from the provincial 
agriculture office or the commer-
cial labouratory that perform water 
quality tests. This collection should 
be then be tested for the earlier 
mentioned TDS, pH, mineral con-
centrations and bacteria contami-
nation. Once, these analyses are 

completed and reviewed, appropri-
ate action can be taken if water 
quality problems are identified.

Even if no water quality problems 
are discovered, a typical water analy-
sis sheet is written confirmation that 
a clean source of water is available for 
that particular dairy herd.   †

Peter Vitti is an independent livestock nutritionist 
and consultant based in Winnipeg. To reach him 
call 204-254-7497 or by email at vitti@mts.net.

Dairy Corner

Dairy herd needs clean, fresh water
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2015 Conference Sessions

Feed – Improving the Quality and E�ciency of Production 
Pre-Confernce Workshop | Full Day | Various Presenters

20/20 Foresight: Next Decade & Beyond for the Global Meat Industry  
Bob Treadway

Canadian Beef Advisors  - Looking Ahead Panel Discussion 
David Bolduc, President, Canadian Beef Breeds Council
Jack Hextall, Chair, Canada Beef Inc 
Tim Oleksyn, Chair, Canadian Beef Research Council
Dave Solverson, Chair, Canadian Cattlemen’s Association
Je� Warrack, Chair, National Cattle Feeders’ Association 
Moderator – Bryan Walton, General Manager, NCFA

Make it Canadian  
Rob Meijer, President Canada Beef Inc
Daisuke Shimojima (Shimo), Director - Business Development, Asia
Jorge Mendez-Manzanilla, Director, Business Development, Latin America  

Innovation at its Best - Using Genomic Tests in Commercial Ranch Selection 
John Genho, Eldon Farms/Livestock Genetic Services 

Lessons Learned & Opportunities for Growth – Alberta Pork 
Ben Woolley, Sunterra Ltd

If I Can...
Chris Koch  

Through The Eyes Of Our Consumers 
Ira Blumenthal

McDonald’s and Sustainable Beef: Perspectives and Approaches
Je�rey Fitzpatrick-Stilwell, Senior Manager, Sustainability
Michele Banik-Rake,  Director of Sustainability - Worldwide Supply Chain

Cattle Markets and Steaks Need Context 
Bruce Cobb, Consolidated Beef Producers

For a complete listing of session descriptions, please visit us online at: 
www.abiconference.ca

Wednesday, February 18th
8:00 am Registration
9:30 am  Pre-Conference Workshop
6:00 pm  Tradeshow Dinner &   
 Welcome Reception |  
 Sponsored by Alltech & 
 John Deere

Thursday, February 19th 
8:15 am  Keynote Address
8:30 am  20/20 Foresight: Next 
 Decade & Beyond for the 
 Global Meat Industry 
9:30 am  Canadian Beef Advisors 
10:30 am Coffee
11:00 am Make it Canadian 
12:00 pm Lunch
1:00 pm Innovation at its Best: 
 Using Genomic Testing 
 in Commercial 
 Ranch Selection
2:00 pm Coffee
2:30 pm Lessons Learned & 
 Opportunities for Growth 
3:30 pm If I Can
6:30 pm Taste of Alberta Banquet 

Friday, February 20th 
9:00 am Through the Eyes of 
 Our Consumers
10:00 am Coffee
10:30 am McDonald’s & Sustainable 
 Beef: Perspectives 
 and Approaches
11:30 am Cattle Markets and Steaks  
 Need Context

 The Dairy Corner

WATER CONSUMPTION BY DAIRY MILKING CATTLE*

Level of Milk Production  
(kg milk/day)

Water Requirement  
(l/day)

Milking cows 13.6 68 - 83

22.7 87 - 102

36.3 114 - 136

45.5 132 - 155

Dry cows — 34 - 49

*Source: Omafra, 2007

PETER
VITTI

Country Chuckles
By jonny hawkins

“Where Evaporated milk comes from.”



Anyone can start farming

CALF MANAGEMENT

The fine balance of  
managing copper
Sheep and goats and cattle do not have the same copper needs

We have had several 
new producers this 
winter trying to 
convince us it just 

isn’t true that sheep cannot be fed 
copper. Apparently they are doing 
it without any problems. Since we 
are coming into lambing season it 
is a good time to address these ideas.

It needs to be clear that sheep 
and goats and cattle absolutely do 
not have the same copper needs. 
Over the years I have personally 
known two sheep producers who 
faced copper toxicity in their flock 
and it was devastating both finan-
cially and emotionally. Both times 
it was due to feeding a product that 
was supposed to be for sheep but 
the feed mill had mixed it wrong. 
The sheep were fed the product for 
several months with no ill effects. 
Then there was a weather stress. 
Immediately the flocks started to 
experience death loss. The feed 
was tested and discontinued but 
the damage was done. There was 
little the university or veterinar-
ians could do and it took several 
months and much financial/emo-
tional hardship before this settled. 
Therefore our management rec-
ommendations reflect a healthy 
respect for this condition.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS

Generally, sheep require about 
five ppm (parts per million or mg/

kg) of copper in their total diet. 
Sheep absorb copper from their 
diet in proportion to the amount 
of copper offered, not according 
to their dietary needs. Excess cop-
per is stored in the liver. The 
storage level in the liver can take 
months or even years to reach a 
toxic level (more than 1,000 ppm 
DM). Toxicity can occur at levels 
above 25 ppm. However, dietary 
molybdenum levels also affect 
copper requirements and there are 
areas of Manitoba where high or 
low molybdenum levels can be an 
issue. If in doubt it is best to con-
tact the local agricultural exten-
sion office or the provincial sheep 
specialist in your province for this 
information.

If molybdenum is high in feed, a 
special mineral mix can be ordered 
with a nutritionist’s prescription. 
Molybdenum forms an insoluble 
complex with copper to prevent 
copper absorption. If molybde-
num levels are low (less than 1 
ppm), sheep are more susceptible 
to copper toxicity. If molybde-
num intakes exceed 10 ppm, cop-
per deficiency may occur on diets 
that would normally be adequate. 
Sulphur further complicates the 
copper: molybdenum relationship 
by binding with the molybdenum.

Copper toxicity in sheep usu-
ally results from the accumula-
tion of excess copper in the liver 
over a period of a few weeks to 
more than a year with no clinical 
signs. This usually occurs when 
sheep are fed a product that is 
made for cattle or specifically for 
goats. Cattle need about 10 times 
more copper than a sheep. When 
a sheep is under any kind of 

stress the liver will allow a sud-
den release of copper stores to 
a rapid breakdown of red blood 
cells. Affected sheep are lethargic 
and anemic. They may grind their 
teeth incessantly and experience 
extreme thirst. Membranes are 
very pale and may appear yel-
low, as jaundice sets in. Urine is 
a bloody colour. Death usually 
occurs one to two days after the 
onset of clinical symptoms. At 
post-mortem, tissues are pale to 
dark yellow and the kidneys are a 
very dark colour.

OTHER COPPER SOURCES

Copper can be added in places 
other than feed or mineral mixes. 
In recent years, copper oxide 
wire particles (copper boluses) 
have been recommended as an 
anthelmintic (agent causing para-
site death) for sheep and goats. 
Researchers are also re-evaluat-
ing copper sulphate drenches as 
a deworming agent. Copper has 
anthelmintic activity and has been 
historically used as a deworming 
agent in sheep; however, its use 
was discontinued because of toxic-
ity issues. This is the situation with 
many “natural dewormers.” They 
can control parasites, but in effec-
tive doses they can increase the 
risk toxicity to the animal.

Copper deficiency in sheep can 
occur, although it rarely happens. 
It bears mentioning only because of 
the fact that soils in some areas are 
very high in molybdenum. Fresh 
grasses are poor sources of copper 
in comparison to hay. Acid soils 
increase copper and lower molybde-
num in forages. Liming can increase 

molybdenum in the forage and alter 
the copper: molybdenum ratio. 
Where two or more of these three 
elements exist together on a farm, 
in quite ‘normal’ concentrations, 
they will act synergistically to bind 
out copper from a diet.

EFFECTS OF DEFICIENCY

Copper deficiency in ewes 
during mid-pregnancy may lead 
to swayback in lambs. This is due 
to a lack of copper during the 
formation of the neural tube. In 
young lambs, a copper deficiency 
may result in a poor fleece 
without its natural “crimp” which 
has been described as “steely 
wool.” Poor growth, anaemia, 
and increased susceptibility to 
bacterial infections can also be 
seen. Caution should be used in 
diagnosing a copper deficiency in 
sheep due to delicate balance of 
this mineral. Soil testing is highly 
recommended if a deficiency is 
suspected. The local agriculture 
office can help with this. There is 
also an online resource for water 

and soil testing in Canada at: www.
certifiedorganic.bc.ca/rcbtoa/
services/soil-testing-services.html.

A common inquiry is if people 
can house their goats and sheep 
together. We do not recommend 
it. Keeping our sheep housing 
separate for the winter months 
works the best for us. Over the 
years we have seen a lowering of 
fertility in our bucks if housed 
with our rams. We have seen 
does with kids that presented cop-
per deficiency symptoms when 
housed with ewes. We do graze 
them on the same pastures but 
they are kept in separate night 
pens so they have access to their 
own mineral mixes.

Every season brings with it a 
new bunch of things to learn. Our 
wish is that people don’t have to 
learn things the way others have 
— the hard way. Minimizing the 
financial and emotional impact of 
mass death loss is a goal.   †

Debbie Chikousky farms with her family at 
Narcisse, Manitoba. Visitors are always 
welcome. Contact Debbie at debbie@
chikouskyfarms.com.

These healthy sheep have a proper amount of copper in their diets, 
but producers are cautioned to be leery of feed additives with copper 
supplements.
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 Cattleman’s Corner

Debbie
Chikousky

By Shirley Byers

Cow herd reproduction is 
the most important factor 
affecting the profitability of 
Saskatchewan beef produc-

ers,” says Travis Peardon, livestock spe-
cialist with Saskatchewan Agriculture.

When it comes to contributing income, 
cow herd reproduction is five times more 
important than growth rate and 10 times 
more important than carcass quality. 
Calves born in that first 21-day cycle will 
be about 50 pounds heavier at weaning 
than calves born during the second cycle 
and 100 pounds heavier than those born 
during the third cycle.

To inform producers of the impor-
tance of aiming for and attaining 
that 60 per cent birth rate in the 
first cycle, Saskatchewan’s 21-Day 
Calving Challenge was launched at the 
Canadian Western Agribition in Regina 
last November.

“What we’re asking producers to do 
is figure out their calving distribution 
for each of the cycles,” says Peardon. 
“If they’re 60 per cent or higher in that 
first 21 days they’re doing a good job of 
managing their herds. If they’re lower 
than 60 per cent they’ll maybe take 
some steps to improve those numbers.”

Producers will already have a calving 
book that they carry around in their 
pocket during calving season. This year 
they’re being offered a free pocket record 
book with a few added features.

“It’s similar to any calving book, the dif-
ference being we actually lay out formulas 
for producers to figure out their calving 
percentages for each cycle,” says Peardon. 
“It’s also has tons of great information. 
We basically brainstormed every topic we 
get asked as livestock specialists and we 
included 100- to 200-word summaries of 
each of those. So it’s not only a calving 
book but hopefully it’s somewhat of an 
education piece for producers as well.”

The book includes short articles on 
such topics as Injection Techniques for 
Beef Cattle, Hybrid Vigour — Benefits 
of Cross Breeding, Feed and Forage 
Sampling Procedures and Myth Busters: 
Dispelling Commonly Held Beliefs 
About Beef Cow Management and 
Feeding.

And for producers who aren’t attain-
ing that 60 per cent birth rate in the first 
21 days, there are a couple of pages of 
explanations, information and contacts 
for further assistance.

Producers who sign up for the 21-Day 
Challenge will be entered in a prize 
draw. Three mineral companies are 
donating some of their product. To par-
ticipate in the contest, producers can fill 
out the tear away entry form at the back 
of the book and send it in to enter the 
draw for one of three $1,000 vouchers 
for mineral supplement for their cow 
herd. The deadline for mailing or drop-
ping off entries at the Ag Knowledge 

Centre, 45 Thatcher Drive East, Moose 
Jaw, Sask. S6J 1L8 is June 1, 2015. But 
Peardon says producers who are not fin-
ished with calving on that date will not 
be excluded. “They can still fill in what 
information they have available and still 
enter by June 1.”

To obtain a copy of Saskatchewan’s 21 
Day Calving Challenge book, contact 
your Regional Livestock specialist or call 
the Agriculture Knowledge Centre toll 
free: 1-866-457-2377.   †
Shirley Byers is a freelance writer and editor, based in Sask..

Sask. beef producers given  
a 21-day calving challenge
A new record book great for recording information, also offers calving tips  

“

Travis Peardon

photo: debbie chickousky



NEW CAREERS

Cowboy life fuels Kim Rose’s creativity
BY EDNA MANNING

A long career as a 
Saskatchewan rancher 
and a cowboy travelling 
the rodeo circuit 

provided Kim Rose with the raw 
material that became invaluable for 
his second occupation as a Western 
artist years later.

Rose’s award-winning art depicts 
what he loves best: riding the range, 
the beauty of the Western land-
scape, and the people and animals 
that have shaped who he is today. 

“In fact, many of the subjects 
featured in my paintings are from 
real-life situations I’ve been in and 
people I’ve known,” says Rose.

Rose grew up in Saskatoon, but 
spent a great deal of his youth on 
his uncle’s grain and cattle farm 
near Imperial, looking after a herd 
of Charolais cattle. The freedom 
and wide-open spaces of country 
living grew on him and he soon 
found himself a full-time cowboy, 
working the rodeos and ranches 
in Saskatchewan, Alberta and B.C. 
During the winter he played semi-
professional hockey.

“Horses have always been a part 
of my life. I worked on many 
ranches in Alberta, including the 
Circle 5 Ranch where we’d run 
horses back and forth to Texas,” 
he says. “I was on the chuckwagon 
circuit — rode on the world tour. 
On the side, I did some steer-
digging and bucked some horses 
at rodeos across the West.

“It’s transient — you go where 
the work is, whether it’s calving 
season or haying season. I had a 
horse, a trailer and a truck. What 
else do you need?”

Rose spent his free time carving, 
painting and drawing, generally 
giving away his work to those who 
expressed a liking for it.

Rose quit ranching after the BSE 
crisis hit the livestock industry in 
2000. His ranching partner retired 
and Rose started working at the 
stockyards in Saskatoon.

“We were loading bulls one day 
for a sale in July, 2003,” he says. 
“I penned a couple of bulls that 
had started fighting. There was 
some equipment failure and they 
hit the gate, which broke, catch-
ing me underneath. I got run over 
by these 2,500-pound critters. It’s 
easy to talk about when you say it 
quickly like that, but when you’re 
underneath them, it’s bad.”

Rose spent months in the hos-
pital recovering. Though Workers’ 
Compensation helped for a time, 
he knew he’d have to find a differ-
ent line of work. During this time 
friends encouraged him to try mar-
keting his art. “My first thought 
was, ‘who would buy it?’” he says.

He followed the advice, however, 
and sold two originals at his first 
show, which was held at the Gallery 
on the Bridges on the same floor of 
City Hospital in Saskatoon where 
he was still recuperating from the 
accident. “Nurses would bring peo-
ple to see the art and point out that 
I was the ‘artist-in-residence’ at the 
gallery, so to speak. It was interest-
ing,” Rose says, chuckling at the 
recollection.

LIFE-CHANGING RIDE

After returning home from the 
hospital, the prospect of many 
months of physiotherapy left him 
feeling down some days.

“One day a rancher friend from 

the Prince Albert area pulled up 
with a couple of horses in a trailer 
and told me we were going up to 
Eagle Creek to do a 20-mile ride,” 
says Rose. “I said, ‘Yeah, right!’ But 
he put me on that horse, strapped 
my leg in and we did the ride. I 
was able to do the whole trip there 
and back. It was one of those times 
when it changes the way you think. 
I realized life wasn’t over yet.”

Rose returned to painting with 
renewed enthusiasm, honing his 
skills and developing his tech-
niques. Initially working in acrylics, 
he soon branched off into water-
colours, which he prefers today. 

“There’s a luminosity in water-
colour that, if you do it right, is 
beyond comparison. If you do it 
wrong, it’s mud. That’s the chal-
lenge with this medium.”

Rose finds great enjoyment in 
the creative process. “When a good 

idea comes together on a board, 
there’s always something special 
that happens in my head and my 
heart,” he says. “After the painting 
takes on some form, the rest is just 
hours of work, like anything else.”

ON THE ART CIRCUIT

He now began to follow the 
cowboy circuit in a different 
role — as an artist. He attended 
cowboy poetry gatherings across 
the West and traveled to shows 
and competitions at the Calgary 
Stampede and Canadian Western 
Agribition in Regina, selling paint-
ings, winning awards and recon-
necting with old friends. In July 
2004 he received first place in the 
watercolour class at the Calgary 
Stampede’s Western Showcase of 
the Arts and a third place ribbon 
in division for wood carving.

In 2009 he began construction 
of his studio and gallery on the 
farm near Pike Lake, where he 
and his wife Karen and their two 
daughters, Ella and Sophie Jo 
live. Rows of awards and ribbons 
attest to his success, not just as 
a painter, but also as a carver. 
“I’ve been carving paddles for 
a long time — it’s another way 
to express creativity,” he says. “I 
also like the native West Coast 
art — the look appeals to me as 
well as the tradition behind it.”

The inspiration for Rose’s art is 
never far away. “I look out the living 
room window and I see a painting. 
I’ll drive down the road and there’ll 
be a horse standing on top of a hill, 
or maybe a couple of goats, or a 
magnificent sunset. I don’t have to 
go far to find inspiration.”

Rose has always been a fan of 
Charlie Russell’s Western art. 

“When you look at one of his large 
paintings, it’s like looking out a win-
dow into the old west back in 1895.

“Maybe the cowboys are a lit-
tle farther off the road than they 
used to be, but they’re still there. 
That’s why I do what I do,” says 
Rose. “I lived a good part of it; I 
know the lifestyle, the horses and 
the people in it.

“I have no regrets. I love this 
lifestyle here with my family; the 
freedom to just walk out the door 
and be in the country. It’s worth 
something.”

For more information, visit 
www.kimwrose.com. Two other 
artists are represented in Kim 
Rose’s Gallery — a woodturner 
named Jim Lapointe and Kevin 
Hastings, a wildlife artist who 
works in graphite.   †

Edna Manning is a Saskatchewan-based free-
lance writer.

Cowboy Kim Rose at work in his art studio as he captures moments of career and life on canvas.
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www.olefarms.com

With over 2000 mother cows exposed in 2014, 
we at Ole Farms know what it takes to raise trouble 
free cattle. In order to be pro�itable we believe that 
a cow must be able to: *Feed herself on forages for 
as many days as possible with minimal mechanical 

intervention *Re-breed each summer and wean a calf 
every year.

All of our cattle must be deep-bodied, easy �leshing 
and have solid feet. This enables them to hold 

condition and breed without being pampered. Our 
sale bulls are 21 months of age. They are moderate, 
forage developed and ready to make your operation 

more pro�itable.

Family Day Sale
February 16, 2015

1:00 p.m. at the farm at Athabasca, AB – Lunch at 11:30 a.m.

150 Red & Black Angus Two Year Old Bulls
Strong set of 150 Commericial Black Angus Bred Heifers

Due to start calving May 1st

Sale 
Managed by:Managed by:

Kelly & Anna Olson: 780-675-4664  –  Kelly Cell: 780-689-7822
Travis: 780-689-8324  –  Graham: 780-675-0112

P.O. Box 420, Athabasca, Alberta T9S 2A4

“Sharing in the 
        Excitement of Agriculture”

CANADA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 2 YEAR OLD ANGUS BULLS

10th Annual

 Cattleman’s Corner

photo: shirley byers



If there is one word that can 
strike terror into the hearts 
of people it is exams. Like 
any other stressful event in 

life, if a person takes some time 
for preparation they really aren’t 
all that bad. It is a matter of being 
able to meet the physical, men-
tal and emotional challenge of 
the test. For livestock producers 
baby season would be the equiva-
lent to exam week. For our fam-
ily it stretches out for months 
due to our multi-species opera-
tion, therefore, utilizing these tips 
is very important for us making 
it through to the other side as 
healthy as possible.

The first step to minimize test 

anxiety is to identify whether it 
exists or not. The following are 
some of the signs that may indi-
cate a problem:

• � Mental blank-out;
• � Racing thoughts and 

difficulty concentrating;
• � Negative thoughts about past 

performance, consequences 
of failure, or how everyone 
else is doing;

• � Knowing the answers after the 
test, but not while taking it;

• � Nausea and/or cramps;
• � Faintness and sweating;
• � Headache and dry mouth;
• � Increased breathing rate and 

fast heartbeat;
• � Tense muscles.

Looking back on our first calv-
ing season there was a lot of anxi-
ety. The first step in stopping the 
anxiety is knowledge, so I learned 
about every possible disastrous 
calving event that could happen. 

Once normal cow labour was iden-
tified I could make a checklist and 
memorize it, and if the cow devi-
ated from that I could call a more 
experienced person for advice. 
This same procedure can be used 
by any student taking a test. 

Sleep deprivation also increases 
test anxiety, so staying up all night 
cramming for an exam is not help-
ful. Studies have shown that lack 
of sleep can contribute to memory 
loss and lack of concentration. 
This is also a problem for livestock 
producers. Our family has com-
bated this with taking shifts and 
again, knowledge. When a person 
is confident that everything is fine 
then they can rest. When the shift 
changes, the person who is being 
relieved needs to let go, shut off 
their mind and sleep. This ability 
comes with the knowledge that 
their replacement is capable.  

As well as being mentally pre-
pared we must be physically pre-

pared. Research shows that the right 
food and drink can minimize stress 
and keep us healthier, so to mini-
mize test anxiety, eat on a regular 
basis, including breakfast. Choose 
protein-rich foods such as eggs, 
nuts, yogurt, and cottage cheese. 
Good breakfast combinations might 
be whole grain cereal with milk, 
eggs and toast with jam, porridge, 
oatmeal, or muesli. It is a good idea 
to eat small meals to keep from feel-
ing sluggish during a stressful time.

Other dietary choices consid-
ered to be brain foods are fish, 
walnuts, blueberries, sunflower 
seeds, flaxseed, dried fruits, figs, 
and prunes. Although unproven, 
many consider fruit to provide 
excellent brain fuel, which can 
help you think faster and remem-
ber more easily. Try cantaloupes, 
oranges, strawberries, blueberries, 
or bananas. In terms of vegetables, 
raw carrots, bell peppers, brus-
sels sprouts, spinach, broccoli, and 
asparagus are good choices.

To maintain mental clarity, foods 
to avoid are ones made of white 
flour, such as cookies, cakes, and 
muffins, which require added time 
and energy to digest. Do not have 
turkey as it contains L-tryptophan, 

an essential amino acid which 
makes you feel sleepy. Also, avoid 
certain combinations such as pro-
tein-rich and carbohydrate-rich 
foods eaten together. These sub-
stances require added time when 
they have to be digested together. 
When eaten alone, carbohydrates 
make you feel more relaxed than 
alert. Avoid foods that are high in 
sugar, such as chocolates, desserts, 
and candies, as they will send you 
off on sugar highs and lows which 
are undesirable.

Hydration is very important to 
maintaining mental clarity. Brain-
boosting beverages do NOT contain 
sugar or caffeine, and fruit juices 
can cause the same sugar spikes as 
soda pop so drink cautiously.

Once the first birth of the season 
is over the anxiety should lessen. 
This exam is better than high 
school algebra because we get our 
grades instantly, and the passing 
mark is when the new addition is 
up and sucking and the momma is 
well and healthy herself.

Stay healthy, enjoy the season 
and maybe some of this informa-
tion might help your house sur-
vive school exams also.   †
Debbie Chikousky farms at Narcisse, Man.
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HYATT REGENCY CALGARY, APRIL 6 & 7, 2015 WESTIN HARBOUR CASTLE, TORONTO, OCT 5 & 6, 2015

Register today! 

Seating is limited.

“ Very well done! Variety of topics was  
 great! Can’t wait for the next one!” 
                               - Haley R., Regina Saskatchewan, 2014 AWC Delegate

Advancing Women Conference / Grainews 10.25” x 3” / Saskatchewan Quote

Capitalize on your opportunities and reap the benefits of your growth! This conference could change your life. Join women  
from Ag and related businesses as they reveal the secrets to their success. Attend in Calgary or Toronto - or both. Early Bird  
and Group Rates available now. Register today! Visit advancingwomenconference.ca or phone 403-686-8407. 
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How does one start to convey 
the sadness sown by a life of 
addiction? For transparency, 
let’s get a few things on the 

table before going too far.
I grew up in a farm family where my 

parents worked very hard, long hours, and 
some would say were “workaholics.” My 
sister died at age 23 going home from my 
farm to hers when her car was smashed by a 
drunk driver. My close friend whom I’ll call 
“Jane” was married to a farmer who loved 
booze, but found a new path to health, 
reconciled their marriage, and sadly he died 
too young. I don’t drink alcohol, and never 
have because I love to dance with a clear 
head and be in control of my behaviour.

Now you know my backstory, let me 
share my concerns as a farm family coach 
about booze abuse on the farm.

Many people have addictive person-
alities, and if they don’t abuse alcohol, it 
may show up in other forms like perfec-

tionism or working too much. I am not 
a psychologist or counsellor, but I have 
been coaching long enough to pick up 
some red flags in conversations that lead 
me to ask tough questions.

I’ve found two books, recommended 
highly by the adult child of an alcoholic, 
and I suggest you run to buy them if you 
are suffering with the effects of addiction.

It will never happen to me… growing up 
with addiction as youngsters, adolescents, 
adults, by Dr. Claudia Black. This edition 
also deals with other addictive disorders 
such as drugs, money, food, sex, and work. 
The other helpful resource is Adult Children 
of Alcoholics, by Janet Geringer Woititz.

Why bother reading these books? They 
last. They linger. They can be shared with 
other family members. You can create 
your own learning experience in the pri-
vacy of your home to figure out how to 
get outside help for your situation.

My friend “Jane” had no trouble firing 
off a list of helpful insights, which I will 
share here:

You need to understand that this situ-
ation of “things are not working” did 
not happen overnight. It has taken years 
for this co-dependency to develop and 
become a way of behaviour. You are tired 

of walking on eggshells. You catch your-
self saying, “it is my job to fix the person 
with booze issues.” You are taking on 
what is not yours to take on.

Some people never get to the realization 
that something needs to shift, but you 
have likely been given some “wake-up 
calls” to pay attention, what Jane and I 
would call “divine intervention,” so that 
you cannot put your head in the sand 
anymore. Some folks choose unhealthy 
ways to cope, like isolating themselves 
from friends, and they do feel powerless. 
It is difficult to reach out beyond the fam-
ily for help, but you need to find help for 
yourself through a group like Al-Anon, 
and for the booze abuser.

During the new month of the new year 
2015 you’ll find many stories about mak-
ing goals or resolutions for a change in 
behaviour. My question is, “What needs 
to change in the addiction department 
on your farm this year?” Is it time for 
you to call for support for living with an 
alcoholic? Might you be ready to leave 
for a time to have a “redemptive separa-
tion” until the unwanted behaviour is 
extinguished with new habits? These are 
hard choices, but I have seen them work 
in farm families.

Sometimes we choose to avoid the 
struggles, but hard times and storms tend 
to mould us into resilient people who 
come out on the other side much stronger 
and wiser.

Consider what you really want to live a 
healthy and happy life on your farm.

What choices are you responsible for?
What assumptions are you making?
What path might be waiting to be 

explored that you have resisted exploring?
What is the best thing that could hap-

pen if the abuse ended?
Who do you need to call today? Perhaps 

it is time to seek counselling or therapy 
to help you deal with your anger, pain, 
and grief.

Be open as a friend and neighbour to 
hear the stories of farm families that are 
looking for answers to dealing with abu-
sive habits on the farm. Learn who the 
helping folks and professionals are in your 
region. Let’s all work towards healthier 
spaces to work in agriculture, and happier 
family teams.   †

Elaine Froese, CSP, CAFA, CHICoach writes from her 
farm in southwestern Manitoba. Her coaching expertise 
is only a phone call away at 1-866-848-8311. Cosy up this 
winter with one of her three books available at www.
elainefroese.com/store.

SEEDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Booze abuse on the farm
What needs to change in the addiction department on your farm in 2015?

Elaine 
Froese

FROM THE FARM

Coping with stress
Whether it’s from calving season or exam time — here’s some tips

Debbie
Chikousky
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POSTCARDS FROM THE PRAIRIES

Life’s secrets, according to you…
People of the world, tell me this — What’s the greatest lesson you’ve learned in life thus far? Part Two

My greatest lesson? 
Don’t let life get in 
the way of living. 
This was recently 

cemented for me when I headed 
out to Kelowna to be with my 
friend. But I waited too long — 
rather than getting out there in 
time to hold her hand and tell 
her that I loved her, I was there 
for her funeral. 

She was one of those once-in-
a-lifetime kind of people. She was 
someone who made the world 
better just by being in it. After 
she got sick, I remember think-
ing: “I’ve got to get out there one 
of these days...” But one of these 
days never happened — instead, 
life happened and I missed my 
window. What I forgot about was 
her propensity to keep her pain 
to herself, to not let others know 
how bad things were, and to keep 
smiling and shining right to the 
end. She didn’t want you holding 
any of her pain, and she didn’t 
want you treating her any differ-
ently because of it. If I could have 
a do-over, I’d be out there holding 
her hand. And if she was standing 
in front of me now, here’s what 
I’d want her to know:

Hi, beautiful you. You’ve always 
been one of my favourite people 
on this planet. You knew that 
right? I can only hope I told you. 
You filled every room you entered 

with joy and light and goodness. 
And I don’t think anyone ever 
left your side without feeling like 
a better person. You refused to 
judge people for their flaws. You 
would find the good in every sin-
gle person you met. Do you know 
how rare that is — the ability to 
pull up a chair next to anyone 
and find that one single thing 
that makes them feel special and 
loved? I realize now to say it was 
a gift would make what you were 
seem trite, because what you were 
was a choice you made every sin-
gle day, and that takes incredible 
discipline and focus. You made 
the choice to always let good 
trump bad.

I wish I could have been there 
to see you one last time — to hold 
your hand, to kiss and hug you 
silly, and to tell you how ridicu-
lously beautiful you were, inside 
and out, to hear that booming 
laugh of yours and bottle it for 
a lifetime, and to tell you that 
you were one of the sweetest and 
kindest people I ever had the priv-
ilege of meeting. They say that it’s 
hardest to say goodbye to those 
who were the easiest to love — 
and you my friend, were incred-
ibly easy to love. I loved you. So 
much. You were a gift from God. 
Thanks for being my friend.

Here forthwith are your remaining 
responses to the greatest lesson 
you’ve learned in life thus far. 

Don’t take your blessings  
for granted. 

Forgive. The results are magical. 

The greatest lesson I’ve learned in 
life is to be kind to myself… not 
just the idea of it, because we all 
walk around with an idea of it, 
but to actually use it as a means of 
living. To say no, set boundaries, 
laugh, give myself time… the 
deeper, patient type of kindness 
that comes with some experience 
and practice.

Patience. But I still hate  
waiting for stuff…

That power and control are not the 
same thing.

If you don’t take care of who  
and what you have, you won’t  
have anyone or anything worth 
taking care of.

That if you find your true love,  
you have more than anything else 
you could ever want. You cannot 
live on love, but you’ll be a lot 
happier than most that are just 
living on money.

Too many to choose from… 
although most of those lessons 
came from my most  
embarrassing moments.

That we have the choice. No 
matter what is happening, we 
have some choice in how we deal 
with life. So choose the bright 
side, the positive side, the good 
thoughts…  
you might as well.

The only thing I really need in my 
life is my husband and kids. Family 
is everything. I also love this line 

from “Rent”: “Forget regret, or life is 
yours to miss.” 

Never take anything for granted. My 
youngest was diagnosed with two 
heart defects last year after being 
sick for months, and had surgery 
three months later… and that 
experience has changed my life.

Never take anyone for granted… we 
are here today, gone tomorrow.

Follow your gut. It’s always right.

To teach is not to speak, rather it’s 
how you live your life.

As humans we are too quick to 
criticize and remarkably slow to 
praise.

The greatest lesson I’ve learned in 
life is that most of our problems are 
a storm in a teacup in comparison 
to what others are dealing with.

Your time is finite and precious, 
so make the most of it and enjoy. 
By extension, find someone who 
is going to enjoy it with you, who 
enriches your life, not takes away 
from it.

That you have to forgive the past 
and not dwell on things that can’t 
be changed, and enjoy each day 
and live one day at a time.

Don’t be too serious.  
Life is pretty short. 

God is the only true judge.

All you need is just a little patience.

Always keep your ego in check, 
remain in the present and do not 
dwell on the past. These things 
can destroy a good foundation of 
integrity and accountability.

Always be honest.

What others think of me is none 
of my business — while I was 
busy trying to figure that out, I 
disappointed the ones I love most.

Take time to help others and make 
the world a better place to live.

That life is not fair, that bad 
things do happen to good people 
sometimes, but that you have no 
control over it so there is no point 
in worrying about it. I am still 
working on that last part. 

It all happens for a reason. You 
may not happen to know the 
reason for a few years, but it’s 
all part of the course. You learn 
so much along the way, and that 
makes you the person you are.

Love everyone. Even when you don’t 
feel like it.   †

Janita Van de Velde grew up on a farm near 
Mariapolis, Man. She holds a bachelor of 
science degree in agricultural economics 
from the University of Manitoba, and has 
worked for a financial institution since 
graduating. She lives in Regina, Sask., with 
her husband Roddy and their children Jack, 
Isla and James. Her first novel, Postcards 
Never Written, was the recipient of the 
Saskatchewan Reader’s Choice Award and 
also listed by CBC as one of the top funny 
books in 2009. She donates a portion of 
proceeds from the sale of her book to World 
Vision to help those less fortunate. For more 
information, or to order her book, visit her 
website at www.janita.ca.

SEND  THEM  TO  FARMLIFE 
1666 Dublin Ave., Winnipeg, Man. R3H 0H1 

Phone 1-800-665-0502   Email susan@fbcpublishing.com 

Please remember  we  can  no  longer  
return photos or material.  – Sue

LOVE HEARING FROM YOU
Do you have a story about a farm or  

home-based business? How about some household 
management  tips?  Does someone in the family have  
a special-diet need? Share some of your meal ideas.

Janita
VAN DE VELDE

Gain a new perspective on your farm, your family and your future  
with this informative video series from Farm Credit Canada.

Current AGCanadaTV topics include:

Farm living inspiration, ag business insight.

When you’re ready to be inspired & informed…

visit www.agcanada.com/video

AGCanadaTV is sponsored by

 Management Moment: Seasonal Price Trends
  Kevin Stewart explores how following season 

price trends can help you get the most for  
your ag  commodities.

	Don’t Let Negative Habits 
 Shape Your Outlook
   Motivational speaker Darci Lang challenges us to 

keeping complaints to a minimum and focusing  
on the 90 percent of your life that is positive.

	Talking Leadership with General Rick Hillier
 General Rick Hillier explains some of his favourite leadership phrases 
 and how they speak to innovative and inspirational leadership.
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BY CHRISTALEE FROESE

The buses could be carrying any-
one… hockey players, school-
kids, sightseers, but this 56-seat-
er is filled with pink-scarved 

women sporting fuchsia shopping bags.
They come from all over Saskatchewan 

to shop in rural stores — drug stores to 
flower shops, boutiques to hardware stores. 

“People tend to think that what is in 
the city is better, but I was hoping to 
see the opposite and, yahoo it’s wonder-
ful!” said Women on the Go participant 
Brooke Sittler of Saskatoon.

Sittler is one of over 1,200 women who 
waited to purchase one of 300 tickets for 
last year’s annual rural shopping tour. 
The history of the winter event, and the 
Women on the Go tour company, has its 
roots in the small rural community of 
Montmartre, Sask. located one hour east 
of Regina.

In 2006, Montmartre resident Renate 
Selinger initiated a rural shopping 
trip with friends, visiting several area 
towns to support local retailers. The trip 
became so popular that by 2009 a bus 
was chartered, officially launching the 
Women On Wheels (WOW) shopping 
tour that departed from Regina, tak-

ing shoppers to Montmartre, Kipling, 
Wawota and Carlyle. 

The participating businesses in each 
town jumped on board to host the shop-
pers on the last weekend in November 
and first weekend in December, offering 
free photos with Santa, making cheese-
cake for the tour participants, or hiring 
a professional singer to serenade the visi-
tors. And then there were the Montmartre 
volunteers who made scarves for all the 
shoppers, creating the signature fashion 
statement for the tour.

Not only are the women treated to 
great deals in each participating store, 
but also surprises along the way. One 
year, they were pulled over by horse-rid-
ing “bandits” while another tour featured 
a stranded hitchhiker who turned out to 
be a performer.

Marie Anne Fournier, who has featured 
live music, gingerbread lattes, prize draws 
and hot chocolate shooters at Sisters’ 
Boutique and Bistro in Montmartre, says 
that while people might assume their 
shopping choices would be limited in 
rural towns, the exact opposite is true. 

“Some people think there’s not much 
in their communities, but there’s lots to 
see and show and offer, and people want 
to see our unique little stores and hear our 

stories about local singers, local designers 
and local characters,” said Fournier.

By 2012, the trip was becoming so popu-
lar that six buses were chartered and many 
more individuals opted for the U-drive 
package, delivering 300 to 400 women 
to participating stores. It grew to such an 
extent that it was decided to turn over 
what had been a volunteer effort to some-
one who could run it as a for-profit busi-
ness venture.

Cheryl Hughes of Fort Qu’Appelle stepped 
in to turn the overwhelmingly successful 
one-time event into a year-round tour com-
pany called Women on the Go Tours.

“I was in a rut looking for a change when 
my friend, Marie Anne Fournier, offered 
me the opportunity because she felt there 
was a demand for this type of business year 
round,” said Hughes. 

Hughes now books chartered trips in 
every season to every corner of the prov-
ince — from the Magical Mystery Tour 
at Manitou’s Danceland to an overnight 
trip to Saskatoon’s Shakespeare on the 

Saskatchewan to a quilt shop hop, a cou-
ple’s trip to Forget, a Cypress Hills escape 
and a Saskatchewan Badlands tour.

“I love seeing the response of guests to 
what rural Saskatchewan has to offer,” 
said Hughes. 

“We have some very creative people 
in our rural communities. Secondly, our 
landscape is so diverse, and we have so 
much beauty right here in our backyard! 
Lastly, we have a rich history that we 
overlook or are ignorant of. I know more 
about American history than I do about 
Saskatchewan history.

“Our tours are for women with a 
thirst for knowledge about our province, 
women with a desire to rediscover what 
Saskatchewan has to offer, women with a 
sense of adventure and women looking to 
expand their circle of friends.”

For more information about upcoming 
Women on the Go tours, visit http://
womenonthegotours.com.   †

Christalee Froese writes from Montmartre, Sask.

Shopping locally 
goes to a new level
What began as a one-time rural-area shopping  
trip is now a year-round tour company
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January 25 - 31
Expect a few colder days this 
week with higher windchills. 
Milder air and blustery winds 
usher in some snow and drifting 
on 2 days.
 
February 1 - 7
Variable weather as mild and cold 
air collide. Occasional windy 
conditions. A few bright days 
intersperse with snow and a 
chance of rain.  
   
February 8 - 14
Fair bright days alternate with 
heavy snow. Temperatures 
fluctuate but tend to the mild side.
          
February 15 - 21
A few mild and dry days. 
Otherwise, normal temperatures 
with some snow and a slight 
chance of rain.

January 25 - 31
Expect a few colder days this 
week with higher windchills. 
Milder air and blustery winds 
usher in some snow and drifting 
on 2 days.
 
February 1 - 7
Variable weather as mild and cold 
air collide. Occasional windy 
conditions. A few bright days 
intersperse with snow and a 
chance of rain.  
   
February 8 - 14
Fair bright days alternate with 
snow and rain. Temperatures 
fluctuate but tend to the mild side.
          
February 15 - 21
A few mild and dry days. Some 
thawing. Otherwise, normal 
temperatures with some snow 
and occasional rain.

January 25 - 31
Mostly cold and settled weather 
with higher windchills. Milder 
southeasterlies bring snow and 
blustery winds on 2 days. 
 
February 1 - 7
Bright skies and cold temperatures 
interchange with snow and a 
chance of rain in south. Some 
heavier snow in north. Windy. 
Blowing snow. 
   
February 8 - 14
Slight thawing in south. Mild windy 
days alternate with cold air and 
some snow and blowing. Seasonal 
in north with 2 milder days and 
snow.
          
February 15 - 21
Mostly fair but scattered snow and 
drifting on 2 or 3 days. Blustery.
Cold to mild temperatures.  

January 25 - 31
Cold air under settled conditions. 
Expect some light snow and 
drifting on a couple of days. 
 
February 1 - 7
Seasonal to cold under generally 
fair skies, but expect snow and 
blowing snow. Clear and cold in 
north.
   
February 8 - 14
Bright skies and seasonal 
temperatures, then some snow and 
blowing snow. Windy at times with 
higher windchills.
          
February 15 - 21
Seasonal and fair on many days, 
but milder, windy conditions bring 
snow and minor thawing on a 
couple of days. Cold with some 
snow in the north.

Montmartre elf Donna MacPherson provides a treat to Pink Scarf Express participant 
Brook Sittler last December.

photo: christalee froese



JANUARY 20, 2015   grainews.ca  /  43

 Home Quarter  Farm Life Home Quarter  Farm Life

Spoken words are like the air 
but the printed Grainews 
page is always there. When 
seed catalogues arrive I, 

Ted, am in my element. Hello 
again good people and welcome 
aboard my imaginary train leaving 
the station. Chug along with me 
if you will on another journey of 
words down the green and grow-
ing garden rail path. It’s so very 
good to have you on board.

Last summer while touring gar-
dens, I came upon a sign (picture 
shown on this page) that said: Get 
R Done, so I’m reminding you to 
try your luck at winning a packet 
of tomato seeds.

What else is on today’s agenda? 
Well, I’ll share some handwritten 
thoughts within a Christmas card 
from a gardener at Weyburn, Sask. 
Have you ever started strawberry 
plants from seeds? Yours truly has 
and I am delighted! I’ll tell more 
with a picture to boot.

ISN’T IT WONDERFUL

… to again notice the days get-
ting longer and the sun already 
stronger? Have you been flipping 
pages of seed and nursery cata-
logues and maybe placed an order 
yet? Seasonal and year-round 
nurseries, greenhouses and gar-
den centres are all abuzz plan-
ning what they’ll sow and sell this 
year and there’s always something 
new. Their seed racks are plum 
full to the top. Bedding plants of 
many flowers, veggies and herbs 

are already seeded or shall be soon. 
Some places even have butterflies 
and music. There’s something 
really magnetic about that delight-
ful earthy smell found only in 
places where plants are growing. 
That’s their calling card. No won-
der gardeners are drawn back year 
after year, time and again.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if a 
million Canadians who’ve never 
gardened before decide to take it 
up in 2015? Green thumbers are 
gifted at helping change things for 
the better both locally and across 
our fortunate country. We depend 
on the earth for survival. You the 
gardeners, have amazing ideas in 
your heads that can make a huge 
difference and help others. Send 
them to me to share with our fam-
ily of Grainews readers.

JUST BECAUSE 

… it’s still winter doesn’t mean 
that plants and gardens are far 
from thought. Those same two 
words “Just Because” also remind 
me of a song by that title recorded 
back in 1947 by 120 bass accor-
dion player Frankie Yankovic. It 
was his first recording and sold a 
million copies. A year later Frankie 
and his group did it again with 
“Blue Skirt Waltz.” It too sold over 
a million copies. The moral of 
this mini story is: You never know 
when your star will shine. Hang 
in there all you “working for pay” 
accordion players, including my 
trained Brandoni accordion player 
son Chris.

IT’S THE LAST CALL TO 
 — GET R DONE

As a youngster I recall a staff 
lady at the local bus depot who 
spoke really well over the public 
address system. She had a pleasant, 
easy-to-understand voice. How I 
wished then I had the opportunity 
to say what she did. As I recall, 
one of her announcements went 
something like this. It’s the last 
call for the westbound Greyhound 
bus to Calgary. Passengers are now 

boarding for Brandon, Regina, 
Moose Jaw, Swift Current, Maple 
Creek, Medicine Hat, Calgary and 
points farther west to Vancouver 
— Bus departs in five minutes. All 
aboard please!

OK that’s from the past and now 
I move forward. It’s my turn to 
speak via this page as my imagi-
nary microphone. It’s the last call 
for readers to get on board for a 
chance to win one of 16 draws 
for a packet of either Flin Flon, or 
Ferris Wheel, or Ganti or Italian 
Heirloom tomato seeds. Sixteen 
names will be drawn on Valentine’s 
Day and a package of tomato seeds 
mailed to each. Winners’ names 
will appear in a future Singing 
Gardener column. To enter, send 
your complete name and mailing 
address to: 

Tomato Seed Draws
Ted Meseyton
The Singing Gardener
Grainews
PO Box 9800
Winnipeg, Man. R3C 3K7.

SPEAKING OF TOMATOES

Good to hear from Betty 
Graham of Weyburn, Sask. Here 
are some excerpts from what she 
wrote inside a Christmas card.

Hi Ted: Keep up the great work! 
SE Saskatchewan was a swamp 
this year (2014) but pretty good 
gardens; all but the corn — not 
enough heat. Great tomato 
crops. The Tasti-Lee’s (seeds from 
Dominion Seed, Georgetown, 
Ont., L7G 5L6; phone 1-800-
784-3037) were excellent and no 
blight. This year I grew a small 
cuke that’s called Salt and Pepper 
that I would recommend to your 
readers. Really produces, full of 
juice, used it for relish. Also great 
taste for eating fresh. Got the seed 
from Veseys. We put lime on the 
garden. Seems to stop blight on 
tomatoes. Happy gardening and 
all the best in the coming year. 
Question: Do you have any secrets 
for starting cabbage? They go spin-
dly on me no matter what. I’ve 
tried different fertilizers but no 
luck. Happy gardening and all the 
best in 2015. Mrs. Betty Graham, 
Weyburn, Sask.

Ted’s observations: Conditions 
described may be as a result of 
too much heat, too much plant 
food, weak and insufficient light. 
Indoors, use seed starter or soilless 
mix. Some brands have granular 
fertilizer added, sufficient for up 
to six months in which case no 
feeding is required. Otherwise, 
sparingly use diluted plant food 
no stronger than half-strength. 
If planting medium is overly rich 
in nitrogen, it causes problems 
such as leggy, spindly growth 
spurts. Sow seeds indoors under 
bright light six mm (one-third 
inch) deep and as thinly as pos-
sible. (It saves transplanting time 
later on and allows for air cir-
culation which is critical.) Once 
seedlings are up, place in full sun 
to light shade. Cabbage grows 
well in cool weather. Hardened-
off plants can withstand a mild 
frost, and in such case mist them 
with water early in the a.m. next 
day. Personally, I like to seed cab-

bage outdoors in a cold frame, or 
in a sunny microclimate spot up 
against a basement window or 
against a sunny wall with over-
night protection when required.  
Lastly, planting cabbage accord-
ing to the moon should be con-
sidered. Here are best dates for 
this spring: February 27 and 28; 
March 1, 22, 23, 26, 27 and 28; 
April 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 19, 20, 23, 24 
and 30; May 1, 2, 3 and 4 — 2015.

FOLK MOONLORE SAYS

… when the new moon falls on 
a Saturday, the following three 
weeks will be mostly windy and 
wet, nine times out of 10. Some 
future new moon dates in 2015 
are: January 20, February 18, and 
March 20. So when’s the next 
new moon on a Saturday? Look 
to April 18, 2015. Do gardeners 
and farmers want three weeks of 
mostly windy and wet weather 
at that time of spring? Folklore 
claims 90 per cent accuracy but 
this could be the one year out of 
10 when it won’t be windy and 
wet for three weeks.

I’ve been singing my original 
“Weather Song” during recent 
personal appearances with son 
Chris accompanying me on one 
of his 120 bass Brandoni accordi-
ons. Chris is also really skilled at 
playing the accordion and piano 
together at the same time and it’s 
quite a sight to see. Let me ask. 
Are you needing to book a top-
notch accordion player for videos, 
festivals, studio recordings, com-
mercials, jingles or other events? 
Chris the Accordion Guy can be 
reached at chrisaccordion@mts.
net or contact myself. One thing 
for sure, lyrics from my “Weather 
Song” that hold true are: Whether 
it’s wet or whether it’s dry, on 
some kind of weather, we can 
surely rely.

STARTING STRAWBERRIES 
FROM SEED 

I, Ted, did it last year and am 
more than pleased with results. 
Planted hybrid Toscana straw-
berry seeds from Dominion Seed 

House. (DSH address is on this 
page under subhead: SPEAKING 
OF TOMATOES.) Seeded Toscana 
outdoors; some against a fence 
and more on a raised bed. Didn’t 
know what to expect. Plants grew 
amazingly fast once seeds germi-
nated. Much to my delight, were 
the large and attractive deep-
pink flowers. Best part of all was 
the plump, deep-red strawber-
ries that followed and all in the 
same season. If you ever decide 
to grow strawberries from seed, 
try Toscana. Dominion Seed 
House also has a second pink-
flowered hybrid variety called 
Tarpan. Both strawberry varie-
ties are suitable and adapted 
for growing in hanging baskets 
and pots. That’s great news for 
urban gardeners and those with 
limited growing space.

Fisetin is a plant compound 
found in strawberries and present 
in only very small quantities. How 
small? Scientists suggest you’d 
need to eat three dozen straw-
berries daily to get a sufficient 
dose. The good thing, decided by 
researchers, is that fisetin shows 
strong potential to help protect 
the brain against Alzheimer’s, 
dementia and age-related memory 
loss. Fisetin is also found in some 
other home garden-grown fruit 
and veggies and I’ll tell more, next 
column.    † 

This is Ted Meseyton the Singing Gardener 
and Grow-It Poet from Portage la Prairie, Man. 
Lucky the gardener or farmer with something 
authentic such as an old-time wagon or buggy 
wheel to greet visitors at the garden gate or 
driveway. It’s a welcoming sight. If you’ve 
got one, or something different, original or 
special to you, let’s hear about it regardless 
of its age. Give a description, some history, 
or better yet, also send a picture. My email 
address is singinggardener@mts.net.

Tomato talk, moon folklore, and 
starting strawberries from seed
Plus — fellow gardeners — share your ideas for making a difference and helping others 

ted
meseyton

SINGING GARDENER

Got your entry in yet? You might win a package of Flin Flon, or Ferris 
Wheel, or Ganti or Italian heirloom tomato seeds. Look under GET R 
DONE on this page. Ted will make 16 draws on Valentine’s Day.

Ted holds a hybrid Toscana red and tasty, conical and perfumed 
strawberry in hand, flanked by an exceptionally attractive deep-pink 
flower. Best news is Toscana plants were started from seed and it all 
happened during a single growing season.

photos: ted meseyton



Welcome to Ag in Motion – 
Western Canada’s only outdoor farm expo!

July 21 – 23, 2015 15 min. NW of Saskatoon

Join us at Ag In Motion –  the unique opportunity to get up close and personal with 
today’s agricultural technology. Experience live demonstrations of field equipment, 
crops, livestock and services all together on 320 acres near Saskatoon.  Come to the  
farm show where there’s room to see it all – and how it all fits together.

See the lAteSt  
in the FielD

SASKATOON
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www.aginmotion.ca

™

™ Denotes a trade-mark of Canada’s Outdoor Shows Limited Partnership.

See Technology tOUCh Innovation Be Empowered
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